
 

 

                        The Character of God 

                                                                                            eNewslettereNewslettereNewslettereNewsletter             
          
      

  
 

 

Vol. 2, No 6         November 2013 
Headlines 
Click the Title; go to Article 

______________ 

 

 

The Project 

 

Righteous Evil 

 

Like One Of  Us 

 

Africa Report 

 

Larger Than  

Salvation 

ON OR about 1 June of this year I had a 
little talk with the Lord. I told Him we are 
so long overdue for the kingdom (as if He 
didn’t know). Beholding conditions in the 
world, we see it set up exactly as the Lord’s 
messenger described it would be when the 
Lord returns. And our efforts to edu-
cate the world about His wonderful 
character, although in some ways 
superhuman, seem ineffectual in light 
of the billions and billions of people 
in the world. 

 

“It’s too bad,” I continued talking 
with the Lord. “that somebody who 
knows how to do these things does-
n’t put something on YouTube for 
all the world to see in one moment 
of time.” 

 

And from outside my own thought patterns 
a sweet voice said, “You do it.” 

 

It startled me for a 
moment. Then I 
responded. “Me? 
With no skills, apti-
tude, experience in 
graphics or any-
thing?” The voice 
continued, “You 
can do it.” At my 
skepticism He 
seemed to say, 
“Yes, you can do 
it.” 

 

This story is not made up. And since I 
believed it was the voice of the Lord 
speaking to me, it may not surprise you 
to know that since June I have been 

struggling to develop something that 

can be exhibited on YouTube, and here 
it is:  

 

http://youtu.be/cBZfdggyyXw 

THE VIEW FROM MY CORNER OF THE VINEYARD 

 

The Project 
“Slowly little snail, ah, slowly, 

Climb up Mount Fuji.” 

 

A Japanese Haiku 

         PRAISE the Lord. 
PRAISE God in his sanctuary, 
PRAISE HIM in his mighty heav-
ens. PRAISE HIM for his acts of 
power;  PRAISE HIM for his 
surpassing greatness. PRAISE 
HIM  with the sounding trumpet. 
PRAISE HIM with the harp and 
lyre, PRAISE HIM with tambou-
rine and dancing, PRAISE HIM 
with the strings and flute, 
PRAISE HIM  with the clash of 
cymbals, PRAISE HIM with 
resounding cymbals, Let every-
thing that has breath praise the 
Lord. PRAISE the Lord. 

 (Psalm 150, NIV) 
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If you care to do so, feel free to 
download it into your hard drive 
and burn all the CDs you want, to 
distribute to your church family or 
anywhere you choose. Or you may 
invite your friends and family to 
watch it on YouTube. 
 
You will notice that I have provided 
a link to my book. I don’t think that 
will bother most of you, since this is 
standard practice on most YT vid-
eos. The full message is incorpo-
rated in the video; the link is for 
those who want more information. 

 

You will see a copyright notice on 
the first frame. Don’t worry about 
that notice. You may copy and dis-
tribute it to your heart’s content, 
but please don’t change it without 
consulting me. All changes come 
through me. That way I can better 
monitor what is going out to the 
public. I plan a revised video in a 
few months, incorporating your 
ideas. 

 

Download Instructions 

http://download.cnet.com/1770-
20_4-0.html?query=youtube%
20downloader&rpp=10&searchtype
=downloads&filter=licenseName%
3D%22Free%22|platform%
3DWin-
dows&filterName=licenseName%
3DFree|platform%3DWindows 

 

Web Sites 

You will find my new web sites at 
www.4Adventists.com and 
www.The-Character-Of-God.com. 

Book Translations 

I have cogitated for years regarding 
what to do about book translations. 

Right now it is being translated into 
Romanian, and that gave me an idea. 

 

Translation Idea 

Anyone can translate my book into 
any language. But I would like a copy 
of the translation to put on my web-
site. Anyone translating may print it 
(and pay for the printing), sell it or 
give it away, and keep the proceeds. 

That is, if they allow me to offer the book 
on my website. Copies of translations 
put up on my website will be sold for 
the same modest price as the English 
translation. I will then share profits 
with the translator at twenty-five per-
cent (25%) for me, seventy-five per-
cent (75%) for the translator. 

 

Prayer 

I cannot tell you how much I appre-
ciate your indispensable prayers. I 
hope that these prayers continue and 
that we have many prayer warriors 
lifting up this project as well as the 
entire work to the Lord on a daily 
basis. The Lord loves to answer the 
united prayers of His people. 

 

 

THROUGH THE plan of salva-
tion, a larger purpose is to be 
wrought out even than the salvation 

of man and the redemption 
of the earth. 

 

Through the revelation of the 
character of God in Christ, 
the beneficence of the divine 
government will be mani-
fested before the universe, 
the charge of Satan against 
God refuted, the nature and 
result of sin made plain, and 
the perpetuity of the law fully 
demonstrated. 

 

Satan had declared that the 
law of God was faulty, and that the 
good of the universe demanded a 
change in its requirements. In at-
tacking the law, he thought to over-
throw the authority of its Author, 
and gain for himself the supreme 
allegiance. 

 

But through the plan of salvation, 
the precepts of the law were to be 
proved perfect and immutable, that 
at last one tide of glory and love 
might go up throughout the uni-
verse, ascribing glory and honor and 
praise to Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb forever 
and ever. 
 
The inhabitants of all worlds will be 
convinced of the justice of the law 
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When man, beguiled by Satan's 
power, disobeyed the divine law, 
God could not, even to save the lost 
race, change that law. God is love, 
and to change the law would be to 
deny Himself, to overthrow those 
principles with which are bound up 
the good of the universe. 

 

The working out of the plan of sal-
vation reveals not only to men, but 
to angels, the character of God, and 
through the ages of eternity the ma-
lignant character of sin will be un-
derstood by the cost to the Father 
and the Son of the redemption of a 
rebel race. 

 

In Christ, the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world, all worlds 
will behold the marks of the curse, 
and angels as well as men will as-
cribe honor and glory to the Re-
deemer, through whom they are all 
made secure from apostasy. 

 

The efficiency of the cross guards 
the redeemed race from the danger 
of a second fall. The life and death 
of Christ effectually unveils the de-
ceptions of Satan, and refutes his 
claims. 

 

The sacrifice of Christ for a fallen 
world draws not only men, but an-
gels, unto Him in bonds of indis-
soluble union. 

 

(Bible Echo, July 15, 1893) 

 
 

 
 
 

IN DISCUSSION of the 
advancing light on the charac-
ter of God, THE TRADI-
TIONALIST REMINDS 
US of how the Bible reads: 

 

“I kill and I make 
alive,” (Deut. 32:39). And 
who sent the flood, de-
stroyed Jericho, or....? 

 

Hear THE RESPONSE OF THE 
4TH ANGEL, sent to shed the glory of 
God in the earth: 

 

The traditionalist enjoys sharing 
many passages such as we just read 
in Deut. 32:39. The students of the 
advancing light quote them also. 
How about this one: 

 

I form the light, and create 
darkness: I make peace, and 
create evil: I the LORD do 
all these [things] (Isa. 45:7, 
emphasis added). 

 

Or how about this 
next one, which 
entirely confirms 
the above: 

 

[God speaks to David] “…
because thou hast despised 
me, and hast taken the wife 
of Uriah the Hittite to be 
thy wife. Thus saith the 
LORD, Behold, I will raise 
up evil against thee out of 
thine own house, and I will 
take thy wives before 
thine eyes, and give 
[them] unto thy 
neighbour, and he shall lie 
with thy wives in the sight 
of this sun” (2 Sam. 12:10b, 
11, emphasis added). 

 

Is it thought that David’s wives, 
after being taken by other men and 
treated as sex objects, under a theo-
logical system that attributed such 
treatment to the direct       (Cont’d) 
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RESPONSE TO THE  

TRADITIONALIST 

By Kevin Straub 

Ps. 34:21 “Evil shall slay the wicked….” 

I set forth this paper in the spirit of serious attempt to dialogue in 
respectful and honest examination of a controverted point which has 
arisen in Seventh-day Adventism. Our theology must derive from an 
exegetical approach and avoid eisegesis. Cavilers, quibblers and 
character assassins need not apply! 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

action of God, are going to say 
“Praise the Lord, He is good, His 
righteousness and mercy endureth 
forever?” How could they possibly 
think that this was a GOOD God? 
To them, He would be a misogynis-
tic tyrant, no more righteous than 
the culture to which they found 
themselves subject. 

 

“AwesomeGod”      
We have to be very careful in this 
matter of what we say about God. 
Here we are given a text from Deu-
teronomy to imply that God is a killer. 
The traditional view holds it out to 
support the idea that God wields 
destructive power in a proactive 
sense, i.e., initiated from within 
Himself and He does this 
at such a point in time and 
place as determined by 
Himself, the “full cup.” 
God knows where the full 
mark is and that is when 
He does the thing that is 
sung in the song displaying 
the “motivate-by-fear” 
paradigm, “Awesome 
God”:  

 

When He rolls up His 
sleeves [to get busy in de-
structive work] 
He ain't just putting on 
the ritz [He isn’t fooling around] 
Our God is an awesome God [His 
destructive power is the focus of the 
“awesome” in this song] 

 

There's thunder in His footsteps 
[be afraid, be very afraid, lest He be 
coming for you] 
And lightning in His fists [with 
which He will personally smite the 
wicked] 
Our God is an awesome God, 

[lightning and thunder in 3D and sur-
round-sound] 

And the Lord wasn't joking 
When He kicked 'em out of 
Eden [With a light-saber sword? 
Actually, they were afraid and ran 
because they were lied to about God] 
It wasn't for no reason 
That He shed His blood [because 
God’s wrath was avenged on Jesus, 
the Father needed to be appeased 
through bloodshed, human sacrifice] 
His return is very close 
And so you better be believ-
ing that [or else] 
Our God is an awesome God… 

 

Judgment and wrath [by fiat 
order of fire from the sky, creative 
power turned to destruction, the wield-
ing of weapons of mass destruction, as 

in carnal war] 
He poured out on Sodom…
[just like that…God-did-it] 

Our God is an awesome God 
[He reigns with liquid sulfur on the 
heads of the wicked…awesome!] 

 

This song adequately expresses the 
traditional paradigm as shown by the 
interpretive notations. We therefore 
have understandings that are in dia-
metric opposition.  

     The traditionalist is in opposi-
tion to the new view that has been 
prophesied to come to God’s 
people. I am going to show these 
prophecies, below. Those with this 
new view are shown to be amazed, 
filled with admiration, as they mar-
vel at the singular effectiveness of 
love alone without any use of physi-
cal weaponry causing destruction 
and death. What about you, my tra-
ditionalist friend? Are you “breaking 
out in triumph,” as God’s people 
are shown to be doing? If you are 
fighting against this message, what is 
it that you have as an advance in light, 
a “new view,” that would invoke 
jubilation and rapture within your 
soul?  

 

There is no breakthrough in 
maintaining the status quo, 
such as you are doing. There 
has to be something in your 
teaching that would reflect a 
sent message regarding the 
character of God which is 
stretching your mind into new 
territory. But search as you 
may, it will be found that you 
are not holding anything that 
could be considered “new 
views of truth” regarding the 
“character and attributes of 
God,” much less anything to 

cause the heart to soar in wonder 
and declare His “awesomeness.”  
 
     But there are many today who are 
rejoicing. Those who hold the message 
“break out in triumph” in that they 
see how He wins a tremendous, uni-
versal war of ideology without ever 
firing a shot, but by pure demon-
stration of the principles of agape 
love, such a love that dies for its 
enemies rather than            (Cont’d)                    
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harm them, ever. Now, I am not 
making any of this up: 

 

…my prayer to God was that 
the power of the enemy might 
be broken and that the people 
who had been in darkness 
might open their hearts and 
minds to the message that 
God should send them, that 
they might see the truth, new 
to many minds, as old truth 
in new framework. The un-
derstanding of the people 
of God has been blinded, 
for Satan has misrepre-
sented the character of 
God. Our good and gracious 
Lord has been presented 
before the people clothed 
in the attributes of Satan, 
and men and women who 
have been seeking for truth 
have so long regarded God 
in a false light that it is dif-
ficult to dispel the cloud 
that obscures His glory 
[character] from their 
view . . .  (RH,7/23/1889,  
emphasis added). 

 

At no period of time has man 
learned all that can be learned 
of the word of God. There 
are yet new views of truth to 
be seen, and much to be 
understood of the character 
and attributes of God,--His 
benevolence, His mercy, His 
long forbearance, His example 
of perfect obedience. ‘And the 
Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we be-
held His glory, the glory as of 
the only-begotten of the Fa-
ther,) full of grace and truth.’ 
This is a most valuable study, 
taxing the intellect, and giv-
ing strength to the mental 
ability. After diligently search-
ing the word, hidden treas-

ures are discovered, and the 
lover of truth breaks out in 
triumph . . . (FCE, p. 444, em-
phasis added). 

 

Just before us is the closing 
struggle of the great contro-
versy when, with “all power 
and signs and lying wonders, 
and with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness,” Satan is to 
work to misrepresent the 
character of God, that he may 

“seduce, if it were possible, 
even the elect.” If there was 
ever a people in need of con-
stantly increasing light from 
heaven, it is the people that, in 
this time of peril, God has 
called to be the depositaries of 
His holy law and to vindicate 
His character before the 
world (5T, p. 746, emphasis 
added). 

The coming of the bridegroom 
was at midnight--the darkest 
hour. So the coming of Christ 
will take place in the darkest 
period of this earth's history. 
The days of Noah and Lot pic-
tured the condition of the 
world just before the coming 
of the Son of man. The Scrip-
tures pointing forward to this 
time declare that Satan will 
work with all power and "with 
all deceivableness of unrighte-

ousness." 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 
10. His working is plainly re-
vealed by the rapidly increasing 
darkness, the multitudinous 
errors, heresies, and delusions 
of these last days. Not only is 
Satan leading the world cap-
tive, but his deceptions are 
leavening the professed 
churches of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The great apostasy will 
develop into darkness deep as 
midnight, impenetrable as 
sackcloth of hair. To God's 
people it will be a night of 
trial, a night of weeping, a 
night of persecution for the 
truth's sake. But out of that 
night of darkness God's 
light will shine. 

He causes "the light to 
shine out of darkness." 2 Corin-
thians 4:6. When "the earth 
was without form, and void, 
and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep," "the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of 
the waters. And God said, Let 
there be light; and there was 
light." Genesis 1:2, 3. So in the 
night of spiritual darkness, 
God's word goes forth, "Let 
there be light." To His people 
He says, "Arise, shine; for thy 
light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee." 
Isaiah 60:1.  

"Behold," says the Scrip-
ture, "the darkness shall cover 
the earth, and gross darkness 

the people; but the Lord shall 
arise upon thee, and His glory 
shall be seen upon thee." 
Isaiah 60:2.  

It is the darkness of mis-
apprehension of God that is 
enshrouding the world. Men 
are losing their knowledge 
of His character. It has been 
misunderstood and misin-
terpreted. At this time a 
message from God is to be 
proclaimed, a message illu-
minating in its         (Cont’d) 
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influence and saving in its 
power. His character is to 
be made known. Into the 
darkness of the world is to 
be shed the light of His 
glory, the light of His good-
ness, mercy, and truth.  
     This is the work outlined 
by the prophet Isaiah in the 
words, "O Jerusalem, that 
bringest good tidings, lift up 
thy voice with strength; 
[Loud Cry] lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of 
Judah, Behold your God! Be-
hold, the Lord God will come 
with strong hand, and His arm 
shall rule for Him; behold, His 
reward is with Him, and His 
work before Him." Isaiah 
40:9,10.  

Those who wait for the 
Bridegroom's coming are to 
say to the people, "Behold 
your God." The last rays of 
merciful light, the last 
message of mercy to be 
given to the world, is a 
revelation of His character 
of love. The children of 
God are to manifest His 
glory. In their own life and 
character they are to reveal 
what the grace of God has 
done for them (COL, pp. 
414-415,emphasis added).  
 

The Message For Today  

What she is speaking about in 
these passages is the very subject 
that is coming to the forefront and 
maturing into a full message in the 
times in which we are now living. 
The “new views of truth” that are 
to be understood are specifically 
concerned with the “character and 
attributes of God.” The time setting 
is clear. As the midnight of apostasy 
approaches, this message will be in 
formation and swelling to a Loud 

Cry. Every Seventh-day Adventist 
needs to be engrossed in this topic, 
laying aside every other study. It is a 
message that is to be proclaimed at 
earth’s darkest hour so we need to 
know it. Getting the character of 
God right will open up the under-
standing in all other subjects. It is a 
“most valuable study” that builds 
intellectual muscle. God tells us this 
directly through His messenger, as 
we have read.  
 
     “New views of truth” never come 
easily to those immersed and en-
trenched in established institutional-
ized thinking, which is exactly what 
denominationalism is by its very na-
ture. We understand that we must 
meet heavy resistance, in particular 
from those in leadership. This 
thought is shared as a gentle warning 
not to expect your teachers and pas-

tors to help you advance in the study 
of the character of God, because 
they already have their teaching on 
the subject and expect to keep the 
flock in line with orthodoxy. They 
view this as their role. In discussion 
on this very subject of the advancing 
light on God’s character, we have 
heard the conference man tell us, in a 
private meeting, in person, 1“We 
have to teach what the church 
teaches.” 

     Under the heading: “Many Ad-
ventists Brace Themselves 
Against the Light” it is written, 
again with regard to a message to 
come: 

 

     “There is to be in the 
[Seventh-day Adventist] 
churches a wonderful manifes-
tation of the power of God, 
but it will not move upon 
those who have not humbled 
themselves before the Lord, 
and opened the door of the 
heart by confession and repen-
tance. In the manifestation of 
that power which lightens 
the earth with the 2glory of 
God, they will see only some-
thing which in their blindness 
they think dangerous, some-
thing which will arouse their 
fears, and they will brace them-
selves to resist it. Because the 
Lord does not work according 
to their ideas and expectations 
they will oppose the work. 
‘Why,’ they say, ‘should we not 
know the Spirit of God, when 
we have been in the work so 
many years?’ (RH Extra, 
12/23/1890.  LDE 209).   

 

      “The 3third angel's message 
will not be comprehended, the 
light which will lighten the 
earth with its glory will be 
called a false light, by those 
who refuse to walk in its ad-
vancing glory. (RH 
5/27/1890. LDE 210). 

 

     In this confrontation of the tra-
ditional belief system with the ad-
vancing light on God’s character, 
the traditionalist is presented with 
options. Such a one can: 

 

                                                  (Cont’d) 

Vol. 2, No 6 Page 6 



 

 

1. “go the distance” with 
our view, that is, de-
termine by investiga-
tion if traditional 
thought can bring 
peace and satisfaction, 
while maintaining Bib-
lical integrity in its 
answers to the ques-
tions that are posed, 
or;  

 

2.  avoid the work and 
trouble, dismiss the 
discussion with a wave 
of the hand and label 
it as heresy, deeming it 
ridiculous, 
clinging even 
more tightly to 
the traditional 
paradigm, or; 

 

3. throw up one’s 
arms in the air 
in confusion 
and give up on 
any hope of 
understanding 
the scriptures 
or God, avoid 
the discussion, 
or go out into 
the world. 

 
     __________ 

 

1”The church,” in their thinking, would 
apparently be the hierarchy of authority in 
which they have implicit faith as the me-
dium that channels the voice of God. We 
do not believe this. We have a more simple 
understanding that the church is every per-
son who hears the voice of God as an indi-
vidual. We do not believe that the lack of a 
human hierarchical power and economic 
structure means that His church has no 
nucleus and is a scattering of “independent 
atoms.” The Head of the church is Christ 
and He teaches the church by His Spirit 
without having to be mediated by human 
committees, rule books and worldly corpo-

rate law. None of this is to say that He does 
not raise up teachers and elders, etc., or have 
a unified body in the earth. He does. Indi-
vidual congregations are to be locally gov-
erned, free of a structural hierarchy of top-
down human authority, wherein it is the 
responsibility of each individual to trust 
God, not teachers and elders, in matters of 
doctrine, duty and conscience. So it is that 
they must investigate for themselves, as 
good Bereans (Acts 17:11) to see if the truth 
is being taught. This is the course of action 
that scriptures call “noble,” 
“honorable” (Acts 17:11, 12), and 
“approved” (2 Tim. 2:15). It can be expected 
that the establishment will come in to cause 
trouble in any independent line of investiga-
tion (Acts 17:13). 

 

 
2“The glory of God is His character” (ST, 
9/3/1902).  

 

3When the “third angel’s message” is spoken 
of in the context of the message that 
“lightens the earth with the glory of God” in 
power, it is a reference to the fourth angel 
work of Rev. 18, which is a repeat of the 
three angel’s messages, under the latter rain 
outpouring which is to perform the task of 
closing up the work in the earth, ending the 
great controversy. The term “third angel’s 
message” refers to the package of truths 
contained in all the messages of the three 
angels. They are built on the platform of the 
righteousness of God, as brought to the 
Advent people in 1888 and rejected. This 

historical study is important for believers to 
undertake today and I recommend a read-
ing of Ron Duffield’s The Return of the Latter 
Rain to get the true history. Most of what is 
promoted today is a revisionist history. The 
fourth angel work and message not only 
gives added impetus and power to the es-
tablished truths but includes also “the addi-
tional mention of the corruptions which 
have been entering the churches since 
1844” (EW 277.1) and, most importantly, it 
sets forth the advancing light on God’s 
character, the “glory of God.”  
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“It is no part of Christ’s 
mission to compel men to 
receive Him. It is Satan, 
and men actuated by his 
spirit, that seek to compel 
the conscience. Under a 
pretense of zeal for right-
eousness, men who are 
confederate with evil an-
gels bring suffering upon 

their fellow men in order to 
convert them to their ideas 
of religion, but Christ is 
ever showing mercy, ever 
seeking to by the revealing 

of His love.” 

    Desire of Ages, p. 487 

 

The final installment in our 
series on the particulars of the 

first angel’s message will be 
delayed due to the fact that the 

author did not have time to 
write it. We expect it will be 
ready for our January issue. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the 
man has become like one of Us, 
knowing good and evil; and now, he might 
stretch out his hand, and take also from 
the tree of life, and eat, and live 
forever"  (Genesis 3:22) 

 

This is one of those verses 
in the Bible that has puz-
zled me all of my life. It 
just seems so uncharacteris-
tic of God to appear sud-
denly worried, alarmed 
even, that Adam and Eve 
might be threatening God's 
position or status. It can 
easily begin to resonate with the 
very thing the Serpent had insinu-
ated to Eve in the first place, that if 
she would take and eat of his fruit 
that she could become like God 
knowing both good and evil. Here 
God is saying that indeed this is 
what had happened.  
     Each time I read this verse it 
seemed that either I had to ignore it 
or to bend it in some way to avoid 
allowing it to fulfill what the Ser-
pent had promised. I simply could 
not allow that the Serpent might 
have been right, for he is a liar so I 
cannot trust his words or I could 
get into the same trouble as Eve 
and Adam did. But the real meaning 
of these words has always remained 

quite elusive as a 
result. 
     Yesterday I 
was discussing 
some things we 
had just finished 
listening to with 
my nephew and 
somehow we got 
onto this text and 
began re-

analyzing it. During the discussion I 
suddenly began to see it from a 
brand new perspective. As with so 
many other passages in recent years, 
approaching it with a new context 
from a much larger perspective of 

the cosmic battle taking place brings 
a whole new light that allows the 
Word to suddenly become much 
more alive. As we further discussed 
this we began to see potential mean-
ings in this passage that sync per-
fectly with the larger issues in this 
situation when viewed from the lar-
ger context.  
 
Important Clues 
When I look at what happened previ-
ous to this fall of humanity into the 
subtle trap of the enemy, I find im-
portant clues as to what God may 
have been talking about within the 
godhead. The much larger issues that 
made up the context in which all of 
this transpired had created a crisis in 

heaven that had been precipitated 
by the massive accusations of Luci-
fer. His assignment by design had 
been to reveal and explain God and 
His ways to the rest of the universe. 
This highly trusted servant of the 
Almighty had been one most inti-
mately involved at the very center 
of everything. But he had turned 
sour when he allowed jealousy of 
Christ to produce sin and rebellion 
in his own heart. 
     As a consequence of refusing to 
let go of this new way of thinking, 
Lucifer eventually was led to es-
trange himself from the godhead 
while launching a campaign of de-

liberate misinformation and 
slander about God that 
awakened discontent and 
distrust in the minds of myr-
iads of other angels. Eventu-
ally he was able to convince 
a third of the angels to rebel 
against the government of 
love in heaven in favor of 
experimenting with a brand 
new kind of government 
that Lucifer (now quickly 

becoming Satan the accuser) had 
proposed would be an improve-
ment over the government of God. 
     Lucifer asserted this new gov-
ernment would be more stable and 
secure than the 'weak' government 
now in place based solely on God’s 
love. Satan claimed that if there 
could be problems that might crop 
up – rebellion for instance – that 
God's ways of dealing would not be 
sufficient to face. In addition he 
circulated the sentiment that God 
was harsh and demanding and self-
ish for wanting everyone to worship 
Him all the time and that His laws 
were totally unreasonable and even 
unnecessary for highly       (Cont’d) 
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intelligent and enlightened beings 
who could think for themselves. 
Thus the harmony of heaven had 
been shattered and every intelligent 
being throughout the universe had 
been exposed to agonizing, even 
traumatizing events where all had 
been forced by circumstances to 
choose which side of the contro-
versy they would take. Nothing like 
this had ever been imagined, so this 
had been confusing to everyone. 
Even those who had chosen to re-
main loyal to God were still filled 
with unanswered questions aroused 
by Lucifer's diabolical insinuations 
that could not be resolved. 

 

The Great Controversy 
     This all had resulted in a 
massive conflict that had 
erupted in heaven that forced 
Christ and His loyal followers 
to respond to Satan's attacks, 
accusations and incriminating 
insinuations about God and 
how He should relate to 
those He had created. The 
core of the crisis revolved 
around the issue of trust in 
God's character, for as abso-
lute ruler over everyone, Sa-
tan asserted that having total power 
to do anything was simply too dan-
gerous for anyone including God. 
Lucifer asserted that he should have 
the right to become equal with God 
himself so that he could be a 
counter-balance for the perceived 
dangers of God's tyranny and offer 
an alternative that everyone could 
choose instead of being subjected 
only under God's absolute author-
ity. 
     The intensity of all that had tran-
spired before the creation of this earth 
is almost unimaginable for us today. 
We have scant outlines and hints of 

what must have taken place in 
heaven, but still the hints help us 
piece together enough to begin to see 
the context that explains much in the 
Bible that mystify so many today. 
And I have come to see that it is only 
by taking into account what hap-
pened in the early days of the history 
of sin in heaven can we begin to bet-
ter understand and appreciate many 
of the things that happened in our 
own history. It is only as we look 
through the lens of this context in 
our study of Scripture can we begin 
to see many things that previously 
seemed disjointed or even contradic-
tory. 

     The core issue that was left unre-
solved but had to be addressed from 
Satan's rebellion in heaven and con-
sequent expulsion to this earth, was 
the reputation of God's trustworthi-
ness. One reason for Satan's rebel-
lion was his insistence that Christ 
could not possibly be equal with 
God any more than Lucifer was. 
There is evidence that suggests 
Christ had taken on Himself the 
form of an angel, but evidently Luci-
fer did not have clear knowledge of 
the true divine nature of Christ. 

 

     When Christ was included in pri-

vate councils of the godhead to 
make plans ahead of the creation of 
this world, Lucifer felt keen to be 
allowed to participate in these excit-
ing brain-storming sessions. I think 
many of us might sympathize with 
that sort of situation, for even in 
our own lives we can sometimes 
begin to get jealous if someone who 
is close to us and seems to have lit-
tle or no advantage over us is sud-
denly given high privileges and fa-
vor that is not granted to us. The 
problem began however, when 
Lucifer began to allow this per-
ceived snub to form into jealousy 
which incubated in his heart over 

some time with apparently no 
external evidence that others 
might notice. 
 
The Great Council Meeting 
     But God who reads all 
hearts transparently in real time 
knew exactly what was going 
on inside of Lucifer. He called 
a meeting of all the heavenly 
hosts to publicly explain the 
true nature of Christ to all the 
heavenly hosts. He explained 
that in reality Christ was one of 
the godhead and not merely an 

angel. As God explained the posi-
tion and nature of Christ more 
clearly and that He was the One 
who could be most trusted to reveal 
God's character of love, all were 
eager to worship Christ as also God, 
and they fell down to adore and 
honor and worship Him with in-
creased appreciation. 
     Lucifer had gone along with this 
worship, but deep inside he resisted 
letting go of the seed of jealousy 
that had begun to take shape in his 
heart. This choice to not let go of 
the jealous that lie within him    
(Cont’d)  
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gave that lie soil to begin to take 

root in his heart over time. As it 
deepened and grew, Lucifer began 
to contrive ways to undermine the 
trust that others had in Christ and 
to attempt to divert their trust to-
ward himself to compete with their 
allegiance to God. 
     The dynamics that emerged in 
this political struggle against the 
govern-
ment of 
God be-
gan to 
divide the 
allegiance 
of the 
angels. 
Lucifer 
decep-
tively 
convinced 
more and 
more by 
his sug-
gestions 
and 
doubts 
about 
God's 
govern-
ment, im-
plying 
that God 
Himself 
had hid-
den faults 
and that 
He could not be trusted always to 
be truthful. As evidence, he could 
question why God had to call every-
one together to insist that Christ 
was really God when everyone 
could 'plainly see' that Christ was an 
angel. Apparent discrepancies about 
Christ's true nature seemed to in-
sinuate that God was not being up 
front Himself. 

     The chaos and division through-
out all heaven revolved around at 
least two main assertions: that the 
appearance that Christ was no more 
than an angel like the rest of them 
was proof that He should not be 
worshiped as equal with God, and 
that God could not be trusted to be 
truthful about this situation. Conse-
quently He could not be trusted to 

be truthful 
about eve-
rything 
else. 
     Since 
the charac-
ter of God 
the Father 
was the 
biggest 
target of 
these accu-
sations, 
His char-
acter and 
trustwor-
thiness 
was the 
central 
issue that 
had to be 
resolved in 
everyone's 
mind be-
fore the 
universe 
could ever 
be re-

stored to harmony and peace again. 
Lucifer's lies and insinuations and 
doubts had become so widespread 
and pervasive that something had to 
be done to expose the real truth so 
that every mind could be settled. A 
trial would have to be conducted to 
expose the real truth about God and 
to settle the accusations about who 
Christ really was before this contro-

versy could ever be resolved.  
      
“In the Beginning . . .” 
     I believe—and this is supported 
by many Hebrew scholars—that the 
description in Genesis 1 of the crea-
tion of this world was also a refer-
ence to God's response to the accu-
sations that were tearing apart all of 
heaven and was threatening the very 
existence of His government of 
peace and love. In the first words of 
Genesis we are told that there was 
chaos, the real meaning of the He-
brew word translated into English 
as formless and void. This not only 
described the condition of this earth 
but was also a reference to the 
chaos reflecting the condition of the 
universe after all the dramatic 
events herein described had taken 
place. 
     As this earth was being created, 
it was happening in the presence of 
Satan who had been expelled from 
heaven with all his sympathizers 
where there was no longer any place 
found for him and his angels to live. 
We are told that they had been cast 
down to this earth. 
 

“Then war broke out in heaven. Michael 
and his angels were to fight against the 
dragon, and the dragon fought them, as 
did his angels, but he did not prevail, nor 
was room found for him in heaven any 
longer. And the great dragon, the old ser-
pent, who is called the devil and Satan, 
who leads the whole world astray, was cast 
down. He was cast down to the earth, and 
his angels were cast down with him. Then 
I heard a loud voice in heaven which said, 
‘Now salvation has come about, as have 
the power and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of his Christ, because the 
accuser of our brothers, who used to accuse 
them before our God day and night, has 
been cast down’” (Rev. 12:7-10, FAA). 
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     Notice the cosmic nature of this 
vivid and broad description of the 
battle taking place. And notice care-
fully the clues in this passage about 
God's position in all of this. Satan is 
the accuser and the target of his at-
tacks involved the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of His 
Christ. There are also hints here 
that God Himself needs salvation, 
for it is ultimately His reputation 
that is on the line more than any-
thing else. He is the one on trial that 
needs vindicated; and everyone 
knows that when one is accused it is 
impossible to vindicate themselves. 
They must have outside witnesses in 
order to salvage their reputa-
tion. 
     Another important point 
here is that because of the mas-
sive slander campaign against 
the character and government 
of God, the credibility of God 
to act as judge in His own case 
became untenable. Someone 
else would have to become 
judge in the trial of God while 
all the accusations were exam-
ined, sorted through and even-
tually proven or discredited. 
Evidence had to be collected, 
claims had to be tried, all sorts 
of things were necessary to re-
solve the crisis that had shaken 
the universe. And it may have 
been agreed that the only way 
this could be resolved was to some-
how find an unbiased 'jury of peers' 
as we often describe it in our hu-
man version of justice, to be pre-
sented with all the evidence and 
come up with an unbiased conclu-
sion. 
     The problem facing the universe 
at this time was that it had become 
impossible to find anyone who had 
not already been polarized by Sa-

tan's accusations. A credible potential 
jury simply didn't exist at that time, 
which may have given Satan even 
more confidence that he could actu-
ally win the coup he had launched 
against the government of heaven. 
This coup is described most clearly 
in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 better 
than anywhere else outside of the 
book of Revelation. But what is not 
so clear is the plan formulated 
whereby God's character and reputa-
tion could be vindicated by an unbi-
ased jury. This is exactly what I have 
started to see as being part of why 
this world was created. 

 

     What is most important more 
than anything else is saving God's 
reputation. This is what is referred to 
when the great multitude beyond 
number sees the much larger picture 
beyond just the salvation of human-
ity. “And they cry out with a loud voice, 
saying, ‘Salvation to our God who sits 
on the throne, and to the 
Lamb’” (Revelation 7:10). For too 
long we have assumed this to apply 

only to our own salvation. Yet ulti-
mately it is God's reputation that 
must be vindicated or else our own 
salvation and restoration becomes 
meaningless and empty. Not until 
God's freely acknowledged author-
ity and trustworthiness is fully rees-
tablished in the minds and hearts of 
all living beings can the government 
of God again be restored to its 
original security and peace. 
 
A Jury Needed 
     With all of this context in place, 
it now becomes easier to see how 
the creation of humanity applies to 
the chaos and war that had rocked 

all of heaven and had caused tur-
moil and division. What was des-
perately needed was a group of 
unbiased people to act as a jury, 
to sort through all the evidence 
about God's character in order to 
arrive at a just and fair decision 
after careful deliberation. These 
people preferably needed to be 
free of the handicap of having 
been previously exposed to the 
opinions and prejudices that all 
other beings already involved 
had. Just as our justice system 
seeks to find people to make up a 
jury who have no knowledge or 
biases about the events or people 
involved in a trial so as to arrive 
at as fair a verdict as possible, so 
too the crisis in heaven needed an 

untainted source of intelligent be-
ings who could discern truth about 
God and validate either His charac-
ter or confirm the accusations of 
His enemy. 
     Interestingly, because humans 
were created in the image of God, 
they were uniquely qualified to fill 
the role of a jury of God's peers. It 
is impossible, of course, to have 
anyone be a complete peer (Cont’d)
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of God to decide this case before 
the universe. But being created in 
the image of God is closer to this 
design than any other being that has 
ever existed. Quite possibly this new 
species of beings were specifically 
designed in order to have the credi-
bility needed for the rest of the uni-
verse to respect their decision. They 
could be presented with all the evi-
dence from both sides without hav-
ing any previous prior knowledge of 
what had taken place before their 
own existence and thus be truly un-
biased. 
     As we all know, what transpired 
at that point was nothing short of a 
miscarriage of justice. The great de-
ceiver/accuser tampered with the 
newly-created jury and enticed them 
to take his side before they had 
even been prepared to view all the 
evidence objectively. Even from our 
very limited perspective this is 
clearly out of bounds with true jus-
tice. But then, Satan has always cho-
sen to do whatever it takes to win at 
any cost. And capturing the loyalty 
of the newly-created jury was yet 
another scheme to hijack any and all 
resources that God might find to 
use in vindicating His reputation in 
His own trial. 
     Now we come back to my pon-
dering over why God said to Him-
self what He did after Adam and 
Eve sinned and took Satan's side. 
The text suddenly takes on far more 
significance when viewed in the 
light of the need for an unbiased 
jury to determine who was right in 
the trial of God the Father. God is 
in essence saying here that since the 
jury had been compromised, they 
could no longer be relied on to give 
an unbiased decision in His trial. 

     The key word that suddenly took 
on new meaning in this text for me 

was the word us. I had always as-
sumed that God was only speaking 
about the godhead here when He 
used the term us. But given new in-
sight into the context of all that had 
transpired up to this point and the 
intense need for an unbiased jury, I 
now am beginning to see that the us 
in this verse may more likely refer to 
everyone in the rest of the universe who could 
not be used as a jury because of their own 
exposure to both good and evil. 
     God in essence was saying, “Now 
that humans have become prema-
turely exposed to the evil side with-

out having sufficient evidence or ma-
turity to render a usable verdict, we 
have lost our jury pool and now need 
to take steps to limit the damage 
caused by our accuser.” 
 
The Tree of Life 
     Given this perspective of what 
was taking place, it makes much 
more sense why God would want to 
cut off sinful human's access to the 
Tree of Life preventing them from 
living forever. It would be easy to 
view this as a punishment by God 
for breaking from Him and going 
over to Satan's side. God had told 
them that in the day they ate of the 
tree they would surely die, or more 
accurately, 'in dying you shall die.' 
But there is more going on in this 
story than what we often notice. 
     We need to take into account that 

up to this point Satan and all of his 
angels apparently felt no threat of 
extinction or death themselves. I 
believe that Satan was confident 
that death would never be a threat 
to him or his companion angels and 
he was planning to add all of hu-
manity to his numbers to further his 
schemes to take over the rest of the 
universe and wrest it away from 
God's influence. But he did not take 
into account a new potential that 
was not apparent in previous cir-
cumstances. 
     God had wisely created a new 
situation when He created this 
world by including a built-in poten-
tial to die. This may sound very 
strange to us now, but I believe this 
potential to die without regular ac-
cess to the Tree of Life actually ap-
peared strange to the angels at that 
time. Death was something that had 
never happened anywhere up to 
that point, so when God told Adam 
and Eve that they would die if they 
chose to eat from a Tree that would 
signal their disloyalty to Him, it 
must have sounded almost bizarre 
to the rest of the universe. How 
could one die simply by doing 
something that would normally 
bring life–by eating food? Would 
God cause them to cease to exist, 
a.k.a. kill them? What was this death 
thing all about? Nothing like this 
had ever been experienced. And 
why was there now a Tree of Life 
installed on earth that would be 
necessary in order to prolong their 
life? Why were humans not de-
signed to live indefinitely like every-
one else was apparently designed to 
do? 

 

   (Cont’d) 
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     I now am seeing that the provi-
sion of having an option between 
two trees, one that would result in 
death and the other to perpetuate 
life, was possibly a new concept in 
the universe that may have never 
existed before. Yet in setting up 
their existence in this new way, God 
was making clear for the first time 
that eternal existence was condi-
tional. No longer was He creating 
beings with no apparent option to 
cease existing; now it was becoming 
evident that there might be a poten-
tial termination of privileges, even 
existence, if one chose to discon-
nect from the only 
Source of life. 

 

Alternate Translation 
     I looked up a num-
ber of translations of 
this text to see if there 
might be clues about 
alternate meanings for 
live forever. I found one 
that conveys what I be-
lieve may be more help-
ful and closer to what 
God had in mind in His 
statement relating to the 
Tree of Life. Because 
the translation is rather awkward 
and closer to a transliteration, I will 
not attempt to quote it all here. But 
where it speaks of living forever this 
translation renders the last part of 
this verse, is he to have revived continu-
ally?  
     I have long wondered about how 
this Tree of Life was supposed to 
work in relationship to humans. 
Was God saying that if Adam and 
Eve sinned and then ate one time 
from the Tree of Life that they 
could somehow live on for eternity 
as sinners apart from Him? That 
sounds more like magic than reality, 

but not having the whole context in 
place can allow all sorts of crazy 
speculations. Now I see that God 
wanted to limit as much as possible 
any unnecessary extension of sin and 
the lifespan of sinners so as to limit 
the damage being wreaked by Satan. 
What was more important was to 
expedite the final resolution of His 
trial and the vindication of His own 
character and government. 
     This is not to suggest in the 
slightest that God was more con-
cerned with Himself than with the 
life of humans. His dealings with us 
have proven that rather clearly. The 

death that we experience is not the 
kind of death that concerns God the 
most, for our current deaths are only 
a sleep from which we will at some 
point be awakened. But there are far 
more vital concerns in the cosmic 
conflict than whether we live or die 
on this planet, for the future safety 
of the entire universe is at peril if the 
issues raised by Satan's rebellion are 
not resolved. God can bring humans 
back to life, but it is far more danger-
ous to allow Satan's revolt to con-
tinue any longer than necessary to 
vindicate God's ways of governing. 

     Was the trial of God put on hold 
when our first parents sinned until 
the jury pool could be redeemed 
and repaired? Did the heavenly ar-
rangements suddenly have to be 
revised and other jury members 
found or created? Did Satan some-
how score a victory by permanently 
disqualifying all of humanity and 
thus perpetuate his rebellion indefi-
nitely? All of these are valid ques-
tions but cannot be fully answered 
at this point. But I do believe it is 
helpful to at least be more cogni-
zant of these great issues behind the 
scenes so that we do not remain so 

confused about what 
we see in Scripture. 
     What did start to 
emerge and was later 
confirmed at the cross 
of Christ, was that Sa-
tan's existence would 
itself at some point be 
terminated. This must 
have come as a tre-
mendous shock to him 
and likely caused him 
to become even more 
enraged in his vicious 
attacks against all that 
God was doing. Satan 
did everything he 

could think of to out-maneuver 
God and advance his own rebellion; 
but at the cross he overstepped his 
own schemes and fell into a trap by 
sealing his fate when he tortured 
and killed the innocent Son of God. 
In this act Satan lost all remaining 
links he had been able to maintain 
in lingering sympathies and ques-
tions in the minds of loyal angels. 
By taking the life of God's innocent 
Son, the beloved leader, Satan 
sealed his own doom with no re-
course from that point on. 

   (Cont’d) 
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     Christ had been Lucifer's neme-
sis since the early days of the rebel-
lion that had started over the throne 
of God. Throughout the life of 
Christ on earth Satan had contested 
fiercely to maintain the credibility of 
his own insinuations about God as 
well as to insist that Christ was not 
really God. This was simply a con-
tinuation of his original charges 
in heaven. But when Jesus dem-
onstrated under extreme duress 
on the cross that God's love is 
impossible to quench or even 
diminish in the slightest no mat-
ter how much it is abused or re-
sisted, the entire watching uni-
verse was united at last in their 
total lack of any sympathy with 
Satan's insinuations. From that 
point on, all that is left is to sal-
vage the jury pool and transform 
a group of people who will testify 
truthfully in God's trial. 
     From this view it makes sense 
to me that since there is no 
longer an unbiased group, free of 
a knowledge of good and evil, to 
compose a jury, God may simply 
allow all the universe–humans, 
angels and any other created in-
telligent beings alike–to compose 
the jury. He is going to lay out all 
the evidence completely on the 
Great Day of Judgment and will 
ask everyone to decide for them-
selves if the evidence from the 
entire history of rebellion vali-
dates in the slightest any of Sa-
tan's accusations against Him or if 
the evidence reveals that He has 
been consistently fair and loving 
and has never resorted to any of the 
methods of His enemy to get His 
way. 
     That is the day when every knee 
will bow and every tongue will con-
fess that God is good, gracious, fair 

and without the slightest fault and 
deserves all honor and worship. In 
that day every lie will be fully ex-
posed, every deception proven to be 
a fraud, every secret motive will be-
come clear. God's government based 
solely on love alone will be seen as 
the only sensible option. Then all 
those who have destroyed their own 

capacity to live in harmony with this 
selfless love will be destroyed in their 
own agony over the full revelation of 
the blazing truth about God's pas-
sionate love for them. 

 

The Supreme Power of Grace 
   Yes, the jury has now been com-
promised. It was prematurely se-

duced into becoming victims of the 
greatest abuser and all of our minds, 
hearts and bodies have been warped 
as a result. But where sin abounds 
God's grace much more abounds. 
Through the redemption of human-
ity and the stunning revelation of 
the real truth about God exposed at 
the cross, God is taking this tragedy 
caused by Satan and will transform 
it into something even more beauti-
ful and powerful for His glory than 
if humanity had never fallen in the 
first place. That is the nature of 
love; that is the superior power of 
grace. 
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The African mission field is harvest 
ready, and a ministry team is gearing 
up for a trip departing in December 
2013. Brother Demetrius Leach and 
his son, Christian, have already 
booked their tickets for December 
26 through January 22.   The Straub 
family also plans to be a part of the 
ministry team but is still working on 
the details of their participation in 
the trip.  One other person has also 
indicated a desire to be a part of the 
team but has not confirmed. So, we 
anticipate about five or six people 
being part of this mission trip. 

 

A tentative program of events has 
been set up by our hosts, 
Nathan Onduma and 
James Ongiri, with many 
groups of people eagerly 
awaiting the camp meet-
ings and study times that 
have been put in place 
throughout the scheduled 
time there. It will be a 
very busy time, full of 
activity as we visit groups 
in Nairobi, Gucha, 
Keroka, Ngokoro, Rongo  
and the Maasia area.  We 
will also have a four- or five-day 
camp meeting in Nyangori.  Various 
other groups have been informed of 
each meeting and will try to come to 
these locations to have  a part in 

these the studies.  Studies will be of-
fered to people of various back-
grounds. Recently, we have just been 
invited to speak to a group of 700 
people in the Nakuru area. This 
group is of a charismatic, Protestant 
denomination but is open to hearing 
God’s Word preached and we hope 
to touch them with some life chang-
ing truths, as well, Lord willing. 
 

We are thrilled to be able to go and 
share the truth of God’s love to and 
in the world. It is a great responsibil-
ity and undertaking. There are still 
many details to be worked out and 
much support is still needed. We are 

hoping to be able to purchase books 
for sharing, in Kenya, and to bring 
some with us, as well. We were not 
able to get the Swahili translation 
work done for God’s Character: The 

Best News in the Universe completed in 
time for the trip. We are currently 
working on chapter 17.  Apparently, 
the publishing and distribution of 
this book will have to be scheduled 
to line up with our next trip! 
 

We still solicit your prayers and sup-
port in any tangible way that the 
Lord should put upon your hearts. 
May the Lord be glorified in all that 
we do! 

 

 
 

Editor’s Note: Often when we hear 

of a need, we tend to overlook it or 
think someone else will give to re-
lieve it. We don’t really take it to 
heart and pray whether the Lord 
means us to give when we hear of 

such needs.  

     Our African brethren need the 
support that Brother Leach and the 
Straubs desire to provide them. Ni-
cola won’t say much about it, but I 
know that the Africa work could use 
some donations. Very soon our 
money won’t be worth much more 

than notebook paper. When 
that time comes, shouldn’t we 
have the memory that while we 
had the chance, we gave to 

support these needs? 

     ________________ 
(from page 14) 

Dr. Jean Sheldon 
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The book Servant God: The Cosmic 
Conflict Over God’s Trustworthi-
ness is now available at 
www.GodsCharacter.com. 
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