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In the heart of  those who come to 
understand the message of  God’s 
character of  love, two things occur. 
First, it causes a love for Him to burst  
upon us as never before. Everything that 
didn’t make sense before, now makes 
sense. Secondly, it 
generates a desire 
within us to put 
away sin, principally 
because we see the 
fate of sinners as 
never before. 
 

I only briefly met 
Dr. Graham Max-
well, and never dis-
cussed with him  the 
wonderful message 
we both loved. But I believe he knew and 
understood these principals through a 
story that was told to me about him at 
one time. I don’t remember the story. I 
only remember thinking, Yes, he under-
stands this. But Satan has so buried the 
truth of righteousness beneath a pile of 
lies and misunderstandings that even the  

brave don’t assay to ap-
proach it. But approach it 
we must, brothers and sis-
ters, as I have attempted to 
do in this issue of the news-
letter. 
 

What Shall I Do . . . “ 
“And when He was gone forth 
into the way, there came one 
running, and kneeled to Him, 

and asked Him, Good Master, what shall I 
do that I may inherit eternal life?”  (Matt. 
19:16-22). 
 

Since Jesus gave His simple answer to 
the young man who asked this question 
of Him, this subject has become argua-

bly the most 
confusing, ob-
fuscated, mis-
understood 
subject in 
Christendom. 
And those who 
believe other-
wise are the 
most confused.  
It has affected 
me personally, 
and no doubt it 

has affected you. For years I assumed 
everyone in Adventism knew the an-
swer, but I didn’t know, couldn’t admit 
I didn’t know, and attempted to glean 
the answer from the miscellaneous 
church-initiated husks of information  
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that drifted through my world from 
time to time. I came up with the 
wrong answer, and that eventually 
brought me to the character of God 
message and, I believe, the right an-
swer. But that’s a story for another 
day. And many, many others have 
stumbled over the same question. 
Perhaps we need a new way of ex-
pressing it, but there is no doubt 
that we need to devote some atten-
tion to it. 
 

How It Begins 
We begin at a point on which most 
Adventists agree. It starts when we 
accept the gospel, as Alistair Begg 
describes so well in our January 

2014 issue. We don’t offer anything 
to God for the priceless gift of sal-
vation, precisely because the value 
of the gift is so high, and we have 
nothing to offer that comes close to 
touching it in value. Salvation is a 
“come as you are” proposition. We 
receive so much—forgiveness of 
past sins, justification, eternal in-
heritance with Christ—all free for 
the asking. We will probably not 
appreciate the real value of the gift 
until we stand on the eternal shores 
with Jesus, breathe eternal air and 
begin eternity. 
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The Trouble Starts 
The difficulty arises after we initially 
commit to the gospel. After accept-
ing the gift, in our Christian walk, do 
we continue with this program? Is 
following Christ a continuation of 
the way in which we received Him? 
Yes it is. There will never be a time 
when works win heaven or any por-
tion of it for us. Works never pro-
vide any merit toward our salvation. 
From beginning to end, we are for-
ever indebted to Christ alone for our 
redemption. Period. Complete stop. 
 
But after accepting Christ as Savior 
we have to choose between obedi-
ence or disobedience for our lifestyle 
simply because there is no other op-

tion. When we have 
not made a firm 
commitment to obe-
dience, when we 
eschew legalism and 
a works program, 
the default is disobe-
dience—a careless, 
laissez-faire attitude 
toward Christian 
living, because we 
know of no other 
choice. As long as 
we live upon the 

earth we are stuck between these two 
options. We cannot escape it. 

 
Further influencing our choice  is the 
fact that many of us have tried to 
obey and find it toilsome, difficult 
and ugly in the execution. We default 
back into disobedience simply be-
cause full obedience is so impossible, 
and we can find no other way. 
 
So what can we conclude from all 
this? We can conclude that there 
must be another reason for obedience 
and another way by which we can be 
obedient. Jesus explained it when He  

said, “If you love me, keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15). We 
choose obedience because we love 
Him and because we know that 
obedience pleases Him. 
 
There are other reasons to choose 
obedience. According to Revela-
tion, we will be judged by our 
works (22:12). And James refers to 
the “royal law” and says “So speak 
and so act as those who are to be 
judged under the law of lib-
erty” (2:8, 12). Even though we 
know we cannot be saved by our 
works, paradoxically, as someone 
has famously said, we cannot be 
saved without them. So, again, we 
are back to “square one,” the need 
for obedience, even though it can’t 
save us and is impossible to do. 
 
The Big Mistake 
Here is where Christendom in gen-
eral and Adventists in particular 
often take a wrong turn. Because 
righteousness is impossible to do 
and we know it doesn’t save us 
anyway,  we conclude that Jesus 
does and did it all—the suffering, 
the dying, the obedience—while 
we are free to be careless and indif-
ferent in our daily living. It sounds 
good, but do we see something 
wrong with this picture? As the 
song asks, “Must Jesus bear the 
cross alone, and all the world go 
free?” We should hide our faces in 
shame at such a thought. Under 
this model Jesus does all the heavy 
lifting and we do precisely nothing. 
 
Charles Colson illustrates this point 
by telling a true story of a man who 
was converted at a Billy Graham 
crusade. How he rejoiced that he 
had passed from death to life. 
Then he went back to his old  



 

 

job—hit man for the Mafia. This 
man couldn’t imagine that his life-
style—his behavior—had anything 
to do with his Christian life. This is 
an extreme example to illustrate the 
point here. When we commit to 
laissez-faire as it pertains to our obe-
dience, we position ourselves over a 
moral bottomless pit with the ca-
pacity to fall forever. Can we then 
ever be safe to save? Can we reveal 
Christ to the people of earth in the 
last days? 
 
The Answer 
Someone neglected to tell me, when 
my adventure in Adventism began, 
that a third option was available to 
me. Colossians 1:27 describes that 
third option as “Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.” Obedience is possi-
ble, if “Christ in you” does the 
obeying. It then appears as if the 
human is obeying, but no. It is 
Christ who is obeying in them. 
Then it is possible to see ourselves 
as “wretched and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked” (Rev. 
3:17), while at the same time obey-
ing in every way. Obedience  
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becomes beautiful, as the human 
takes on the features of the Savior. 
But there are two in the picture, 
one visible, One invisible, the com-
bination of the human and the di-
vine. The living Christ makes the 
difference. The Holy Spirit is real 
and lives out the ways of God 
within the surrendered human. 
 
We generally receive doctrine as 
information, while this view must be 
received as an experience. Thus, 
when Ellen White or anyone advo-
cates obedience, to the uneducated 
ear it sounds legalistic, because we 
interpret it through a works pro-
gram.  
 
When, however, we understand 
and enter in to the obedience experi-
ence, we realize that it is the farthest 
thing from legalism. Here the hu-
man knows and admits that he/she 
is a sinner (by nature) and will re-
main such until death or Christ’s 
return. But he/she, leaning on 
Christ’s merits—His righteousness 
while aware of their own vulner-
ability, chooses not to sin. It is  

really a very simple concept when 
Christ’s form and visage are palpa-
ble in the life. When He is real and 
we walk with Him, it is then His 
righteousness—two thousand years 
ago and today—of which we boast 
and not our own, because we have 
none of our own. 
 
Those who are interested in study-
ing this subject further may want to 
access my book, The Language of 
Heaven: Unconquerable Power for Your 
Life, available at 
www.4Adventists.com or 
www.the-character-of-God.com, 
where I have written extensively on 
this subject. Fair Warning: If you 
read it and put it into practice, your 
life may never be the same. 
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“Above the distractions 
of the earth He sits enthroned; all 
things are open to His divine sur-
vey; and from His great and calm 
eternity He orders that which His 
providence sees best” (8T 273). 

Announcements 
 
1. Camp Meetings are announced:  

Guyana, July 4-12. Hosted by 
Christ Historic SDA Church and 
TFFG Guyana 

Jamaica, July 18-26. Hosted by 
TFFG Jamaica 
 
Idaho, August 8-16. Hosted by 
Truth in Jesus, Idaho and Washing-
ton. 

Flyers will be out soon. Contact: 
Linda Baker,  
jlmissionATfrontierDOTc om  

2. Invitation to Romania: 
 

“We Romanian Adventist who love the 
1888 message meet every summer start-
ing in 2014 in Romania to make step 
forward and to invite other people to 
understand and spread this precious 
light in Adventism and in the world. 
     “I invite you and others who can 
come to Romania for 2014 summer. If it 
is too short [this year, please make plans 
to come] next year.   
     “So please think and speak with 
other who can make an effort to travel 
to Romania.” 
 
Contact: 
Horia Gabudean 
horiagabudeanATyahooDOTc a  



 

 

Something has gone 
wrong in God’s family 
which the plan of  salva-
tion needs to correct be-
fore the great contro-
versy can end. 

Before the rebellion in heaven, the 
Holy Spirit connected every intelli-
gent being in a huge living network.  
This is the foundation of God’s 
government, His eternal purpose in 
creation, clearly stated in DA 161. 
Every being is a holy temple for the 
indwelling of God, and through the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, all have 
access and are part of God’s mag-
nificent world of love, grace, joy, 
service, power, communication, 
transportation, creation. All are con-
nected to the great “Source of life” 
by the presence of the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in them. 
 
A bright and holy seraph, the one 
walking “in the midst 
of the stones of fire,” 
desired to change all 
that. He presumed that 
this order is the way of 
slavery, a barrier against 
real freedom, a kind of 
freedom that would 
have made gods out of 
everyone, as a birth 
right. He spread the 
rumor that the partak-
ing of the divine nature 
was an obstacle against 
natural evolution towards godhead. 
Lucifer decided to disconnect him-
self from the Source of life; many of 
the angels disconnected also, hop-
ing to obtain real freedom and to 
become like God. 

between the divine and created na-
ture, could be perfectly demon-
strated by the holy pair living in 
righteousness. The Holy Spirit was 
dwelling in them, and the bright 
light surrounding their bodies was 
visible proof of it. The plan was for 
them to create children like them-
selves, temples for the indwelling 
of God.  
 
But Eve thought that maybe Luci-
fer had a point, and was willing to 
try his way to become like God. 
She decided to disconnect herself 
from the Source of life, and hubby 

followed from reasons 
of the heart. Adam 
was the first man will-
ing to receive 
“another gospel.”  

History teaches that 
every time people re-
ceive “another gos-
pel,” they instantly 
worship another 
Christ and are inspired 
by a false Spirit. 
 
From that very day 

the plan of salvation has attempted, 
as its main purpose, to reconnect 
the race to the Source of life. The 
Jewish economy was an object les-
son for this great truth, hidden 
from ages. The reality of it, the  
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But the disconnection from the 
Source of life brings instant death, 
final annihilation. The second death, 
in our language. 

To stop this until the lies and disin-
formation are clarified, the eternal 
Lamb of God took on Him the 
consequence of their disconnection, 
and “was cut off out of the land of 
the living” (Isaiah 53:8). He “stood 
between the dead and the living; 
and the plague was 
stayed”  (Numbers 16:48). 

The controversy moved to Planet 
Earth, and by creating “beings of a 
new order,” God sought to clarify 
the objections in the controversy. 
There was no need for Adam and 
Eve to fall. The great and eternal 
law of God’s government, the union 
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Man Christ Jesus, was the fulfill-
ment of this plan: 
 

“Because of sin, humanity ceased to be 
a temple for God. Darkened and de-
filed by evil, the heart of man no longer 
revealed the glory of the Divine One. 
But by the incarnation of the Son of 
God, the purpose of Heaven is ful-
filled. God dwells in humanity, and 
through saving grace the heart of man 
becomes again His temple” (DA 161). 
 

Only when God dwells in humanity 
can a man live in righteousness. 
Christ was the first embodiment of 
the everlasting covenant. Anything 
else is godliness without power, the 
old covenant. 
 
The great con-
troversy can-
not end unless 
a people are 
willing to 
come to the 
wedding. The 
wedding is the 
union between 
two natures: 
divine and hu-
man: “By the 
marriage is 
represented 
the union of humanity with divin-
ity” (COL 307). We call this the 
great Day of Atonement for the liv-
ing. This subject is not a matter of 
small interest; it contains the mys-
tery of godliness (emphasis supplied 
throughout): 
 
“The union of the divine with the human 
nature is one of the most precious and 
most mysterious truths of the plan of 
redemption. It is this of which Paul 
speaks when he says: ‘Without contro-
versy great is the mystery of godliness: 

God was manifest in the flesh’” (5 T 
746). 

“Christ came to the world to bring 
divine power to humanity, to make 
man a partaker of the divine na-
ture” (GCB 1895-02-25). 

“Christ came to make us partakers of the 
divine nature, and His life declares that 
humanity, combined with divinity, 
does not commit sin” (MH 180). 

“He who becomes a partaker of the di-
vine nature will be in harmony with 
God’s great standard of righteousness, 
His holy law” (COL 314). 

“Linked to the Infinite One, man is 
made partaker of the divine nature. Upon 
him, the shafts of evil have no effect, 

for he is clothed with the panoply of 
the righteousness of Christ” (CT 51). 

“Thus through the agency of the Holy 
Spirit man becomes a partaker of the 
divine nature” (DA 675). 

“The life of Christ has shown what 
humanity can do by being partaker of 
the divine nature. All that Christ received 
from God, we may have” (COL 149). 

“In all things Christ was made like 
unto His brethren, that in His human 
nature He might give to man a perfect 
example. He alone could bridge the  
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gulf that sin has made. In Him, human-
ity touched humanity, while divinity 
laid hold upon divinity, that man might 
become Christ like, a partaker of the di-
vine nature, escaping the corruption that 
is in the world through lust” (HM 
1897-10-01). 

 
This is the consecrated way to 
Christian perfection, and God was 
gracious to send us the beginning of 
this message in 1888, through 
Brethren Waggoner and Jones. But 
“the beginning” was opposed with 
such obstinacy that the angel told 
Sister White that there, at Minnea-
polis, the people were repeating the 
rebellion of Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram. God’s plan for the Latter 
Rain and the Loud Cry was rejected, 
and the message could not develop 
and unite with “the other angel” of 
Revelation 18. [To Be Continued] 

 

“The Lord desires us to make 
mention of His goodness and 
tell of His power. He is hon-
ored by the expression of praise and 
thanksgiving. He says, ‘Whoso offereth 
praise glorifieth Me.’ (Ps. 50:23) The peo-
ple of Israel, as they journeyed through the 
wilderness, praised God in sacred song. 
The commandments and promises of the 
Lord were set to music, and all along the 
journey these were sung by the pilgrim 
travelers. And in Canaan as they met at 
their sacred feasts, God’s wonderful works 
were to be recounted, and grateful thanks-
giving offered to His name. God desired 
that the whole life of His people should be a 
life of praise” (Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 
298). 



 

 

I dreamed of  seeing a 
temple to which many 
people were flocking. 
Only those who took ref-
uge in that temple would 
be saved when time 
should close. All who re-
mained outside 
would be for-
ever lost. The 
multitudes 
without who 
were going their 
various ways, 
were deriding 
and ridiculing 
those who were 
entering the 
temple, and 
told them that 
this plan of 
safety was a 
cunning decep-
tion, that, in 
fact, there was 
no danger whatever to avoid. They 
even laid hold of some to prevent 
them from hastening within the 
walls. 

 

Fearing to be laughed at and ridi-
culed, I thought best to wait until 
the multitude were dispersed, or  
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Mrs. White’s Dream 
 

By Ellen G. White 

Questions 

About Mrs. White’s Dream 

 

1.What accounts for Mrs. White’s 
anxiety in this dream? What does the 
temple allegory represent? What does 
it mean that only those who took 
refuge in the temple would be saved 
when time should close? How does 
one take refuge in the temple? 

 

(Continued) 

until I could enter unobserved by 
them. But the numbers increased 
instead of diminishing, and fearful of 
being too late, I hastily left my home 
and pressed through the crowd. In 
my anxiety to reach the temple I did 
not notice or care for the throng that 
surrounded me. On entering the 
building, I saw that the vast temple 
was supported by one immense  

pillar, and to this was tied a Lamb all 
mangled and bleeding. We who were 
present seemed to know that this 
Lamb had been torn and bruised on 
our account. All who entered the tem-
ple must come before it and confess 
their sins.  
 
Just before the Lamb were elevated  

seats upon which sat a company of 
people looking very happy. The 
light of heaven seemed to shine 
upon their faces, and they praised 
God and sang songs of glad thanks-
giving that seemed to be like the 
music of angels. These were they 
who had come before the Lamb, 
confessed their sins, been pardoned, 
and were now waiting in glad expec-
tation of some joyful event. 
 
Even after having entered the build-
ing a fear came over me and a sense 
of shame that I must humiliate my-
self before these people. But I 
seemed compelled to move forward, 
and was slowly making my way 
around the pillar in order to face the 
Lamb, when a trumpet sounded, the 
temple shook, shouts of triumph 
arose from the assembled saints, an 
awful brightness illuminated the 
building, then all was intense dark-
ness. The happy people had all dis-
appeared with the brightness, and I 
was left alone in the silent horror of 
night. (Early Writings, p. 78-79). 



 

 

(Continued From Previous Page) 
 
 
2. Who are the “multitudes with-
out?’ 

 

3. Who are the individuals today 
who brave ridicule and persecution 

to go into the temple? 

 

4. Who is the Lamb, holding up the 
building’s one immense pillar? Who 

does this represent? 

 

5. What do the occupants of the 

temple spend their time doing? 

 

6. What “joyous event” were they 

awaiting? 

 

7. In Mrs. White’s dream she did 
not succeed in making it into the 

temple. What does this mean? 

 

8. Can you think of any other place 
in Ellen White’s writings that has a 

similar theme? 
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Faith Without Works 
 

by J. N. Andrews 
 

 

(Reprinted from Old Paths March 2014) 

 

The condition of  the reli-
gious world is most alarm-
ing. Faith without works is 
the substance of  what is 
called evangelical doctrine. 
The goodness of God, the love of 
Christ, the freeness of 
grace, and the like are 
the themes of the 
hymns and sermons. 
Now this would be 
most excellent were it 
not that it is simply 
one-half the gospel 
message. The living 
child is divided in 
twain. Faith that does 
not produce good 
works is a dead faith. 
The goodness of God 
in pardoning men on 
condition that they 
repent is not inconsis-
tent with his severity 
toward those found at last in their 
sins. The love of Christ is not in-
consistent with the wrath of the 
Lamb toward those who continue 
in rebellion And the grace of God 
benefits no man who does not  

regard what it teaches, which is 
self-denial, obedience, zeal in good 
works, and godliness. Titus 2:11-
14. 
 
Two Opposite Errors 
I have not one word to say in be-
half of those who would purchase 

Heaven by the 
Merit of their 
own good works. 
There are multi-
tudes of such 
people in the 
world, but at pre-
sent I do not see 
many of them. It 
is the opposite 
error which here 
leads captive the 
multitude. “Our 
salvation,” they 
say, “is all of 
grace. Christ fin-
ished the work 
for us when he 

died upon the cross. Our works 
have nothing to do with our salva-
tion. And so when the duty of 
obedience to God is brought 
home upon them, they say, “We 
do not trust in our good works, 
we expect to be saved by Christ.” 



 

 

And when their hearts are laid open 
before them so that they can see the 
various corruptions therein, as cov-
etousness, pride, envy, malice, dis-
honesty and other wicked princi-
ples, they have no idea that in order 
to be Christians they must have the 
grace of God remove all these from 
their nature. It is the righteousness 
of Christ that is to save them by 
covering up all this heart-
wickedness, as snow covers up a 
dunghill. They thank God that they 
do not trust in their own righteous-
ness, but in the finished salvation of 
Christ. And so their preparation for 
Heaven consists in faith which does 
not produce good works, but makes 
them unnecessary, and in grace 
which does not take away the cor-
ruptions of the heart, but covers 
them up so remarkably that though 
they are still quite manifest to the 
eye of their fellowmen, God can no 
longer see them. The sermons, the 
religious publications, and the 
hymns are full of this doctrine. 
Some men holding this doctrine 
have been good men, not because 
of the doctrine, but in spite of it. 
But the multitude who hold it will 
show in their lives the natural result 
of the doctrine. Their religious ex-
perience will exactly conform to this 
evil mold in which it is cast. 

 

When this peculiar form of error 
has taken possession of the mind, it 
is almost impossible to dislodge it. 
It is a kind of religion that makes 
the way to Heaven very easy. Christ 
practiced self-denial not to exem-
plify our duty, but to excuse us 
from the like! Christ rendered obe-
dience that we might be saved in 
neglect of what God has com-
manded! O most pernicious error! 
As though the name of Christian did  

not in itself imply that we were 
through grace imitators of the life 
of Christ; and as though salvation 
by grace did not imply the renova-
tion of the heart by the entrance of 
that grace; and a life of obedience 
as the result of grace reigning 
within the heart. 

 

Who shall effectually stand up for 
God against such fatal errors! How 
can men be taught that grace upon 
the lips is no substitute for grace in 
the heart? How can they be shown 
that the very design of God’s grace 
is to create within us the very char-
acter of Christ, and that we can 
never enter Heaven till we possess 
a nature that has no taint of in-
dwelling sin? And that the white 
raiment which covers the saints 
does not hide beneath it a mass of 
festering corruption, but is em-
blematical of the purity that reigns 
within? 
 
In the day of Judgment our cases 
will be decided according to our 
works.  All the Scriptures which 
speak of that great day set forth 
this fact. Obedience to God 
through the grace given us by 
Christ is the test in the Judgment. 
And now that the Judgment is at 
hand and men are thus deceived by 
dangerous error, how shall they be 
awakened from this sleep of death! 
They think themselves trees of di-
vine grace when they are in truth 
only barren fig trees cumbering the 
Master’s garden. They make the 
fatal mistake of thinking that Christ 
is the author of eternal salvation, 
not to those only who obey him, but 
to all who say, “Lord, Lord,” what-
ever may be their lives. If anything 
can awaken men from this deadly 
sleep it is the  
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commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus. (Advent Review and 
Herald of the Sabbath, June 24, 1875) 

 

 

    Quotations  
  For Meditation 

 
“God destroys no man. Everyone 
who is destroyed will have de-
stroyed himself” (COL 84). 

 
“God does not annul His laws. 
He does not work contrary to 

them” (Ed. 148). 
 

“The emblem in the form of a 
dove that hovered over Jesus at 
His baptism represents His gen-
tleness of character” (2SM 238). 

 
“The plagues of God will fall, and 

He will prevent them not”  
(RH 7/17/1897). 

 
“All that man needs to know or 
can know of God has been re-

vealed in the life and character of 
His Son” (8T 386). 

 
“When the character of Christ is 
fully reproduced in His people, 
then He will come to claim them 

as His own” (COL 69). 

 

“In every age there is a new de-
velopment of truth, a message of 
God to the people of that genera-

tion” (COL 127). 

 

 



 

 

Last weekend I presented a 
sermon based on something 
God had strongly impressed 
me with a few days previ-
ous. It was based on Hebrews 5:7-
9 where it talks about how Jesus 
learned obedience through the 
things which He suffered and was 
made perfect as a result. 

 

As I was studying that passage out 
carefully I was impressed with a 
parallel passage from Peter that in 
my estimation is the most potent 
and clear explanation of the real 
truth about the cross of Christ writ-
ten anywhere. This emerging revela-
tion about the cross has been pro-
gressively expanding in my mind 
over the past few years as I seek to 
find sense apart from all the non-
sense that religion has taught about 
the cross that has confused so 
many. As the truth about this be-
comes clearer to me, I come under 
increasing conviction of my need to 
apply this truth to my own circum-
stances and relationships. 

Later as I was driving home that 
night, the story kept replaying in 
my head as the fuel from my anger 
kept it alive in my imagination. I 
found myself involuntarily imagin-
ing all sorts of hateful things I 
would like to see happen to those 
who perpetrated this gross injustice 
against an innocent man, things I 
won't go into detail about partly to 
prevent self-incrimination. I will 
just say that the sorts of scenarios 
that can quickly cross my mind 
when agitated in such a way are 
usually things that need repentance. 

 
I chose to honestly face these feel-
ings and scenarios that my flesh 
wanted to see happen, and I asked 
God what I should do with them. 
Instantly I received the response 
reminding me of what I had shared 
with my church just the day before. 
Suddenly it started becoming clear 
to me how I need to apply what I 
am learning with my head to my 
own experience related to my own 
wounded heart. So many things 

from the past 
few years that 
God has been 
teaching me 
and I have 
been sharing 
with others—
things like 
forgiveness, 
the real truth 
of what hap-
pened at the 
cross and 
how to relate 

to offenses all came to my atten-
tion clearly showing me how to 
practically follow the example of 
Jesus that I had just emphasized in 
my sermon. I need to let these in-
tense feelings go by trusting God  
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The day after I presented this to my 
church, our head elder told me a 
story about a man who had been 
arrested for trying to pay a large bill 
that he was contesting with a bag 
full of pennies. I won't go into the 
details except to say that as soon as 
I heard this story something deep 
inside of me came alive with rage. It 
was so deep and resonating that I 
knew it was tapping into a reservoir 
that I have known about for years 
and have been 
seeking healing 
for from God. It 
is a dangerous 
liability for me 
that is rooted in 
residual feelings 
from my grow-
ing up years that 
has never gone 
away but has just 
been repressed 
and controlled. 
But at times it leaks into the open 
like when I heard of this incident. 
Many feelings of intense bitterness 
about injustice suddenly surged up 
again inside of me. 
 

 
Peter Finished  
the Sentence 

 

By Floyd Phillips 



 

 

myself with every situation, whether 
it be injustice happening to me or 
done to others. 
 
What is now becoming clear in this 
revelation from Peter is the “how” 
part of letting these things go. I am 
beginning to see better that Jesus 
didn't simply grit His teeth and 
force Himself to not retaliate or 
seek revenge when suffering injus-
tice. No, He followed the formula 
that is shared by James by first sub-
mitting Himself to God which then 
empowered Him to resist the devil. 

 

“Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you” (James 4:7, NRSV). 

 

“You must understand this, my be-
loved: let everyone be quick to lis-
ten, slow to speak, slow to anger; 
for your anger does not produce 
God's righteousness” (James 1:19-
20, NRSV). 
 
This morning when I meditated on 
the thoughts from Oswald Cham-
bers for today, as is often the case 
the passage was extremely timely 
and relevant. What suddenly caught 
my attention was how much the 
text for this day resonated with 
what I have been focused on over 
the past few days. Then as I perused 
over a number of versions I was 
struck with the fact that from 
heaven's perspective Peter in es-
sence complimented what John 
wrote possibly without even realiz-
ing it. When I place the two pas-
sages together it is as if Peter fin-
ishes the sentence that John started, 
making the thought complete. And 
what comes clear is just what God 
had impressed me I must do if I am  

judges righteously” (1 Peter 2:23, 
NKJV). 
 
“But Jesus did not trust himself to 
them, because he knew all men, 
and because he had no need that 
any man should testify about man, 
for he himself knew what was in 
man” (John 2:24-25 ACV). 

 

“Who, being reviled, did not revile 
in return. Suffering, he did not 
threaten, but yielded to him who 
judges righteously” (1 Peter 2:23, 
ACV). 

 

“But Jesus did not have faith in 
them, because he had knowledge 
of them all. He had no need for 
any witness about man; for he him-
self had knowledge of what was in 
man” (John 2:24-25, BBE). 
 
“To sharp words he gave no sharp 
answer; when he was undergoing 
pain, no angry word came from his 
lips; but he put himself into the 
hands of the judge of righteous-
ness” (1 Peter 2:23, BBE). 

 

“But Jesus knew what was in their 
hearts, and he would not let them 
have power over him. No one had 
to tell him what people were like. 
He already knew” (John 2:24-25, 
CEV). 

 
“Although he was abused, he never 
tried to get even. And when he suf-
fered, he made no threats. Instead, 
he had faith in God, who judges 
fairly” (1 Peter 2:23, CEV). 

 

“But Jesus did not trust them,  
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to become free and be healed from 
these triggers of rage over acts of 
injustice. 
 
Here are some of the translations of 
these two passages that I found af-
ter referencing the NKJV as a be-
ginning point. After them I will 
share the reading from Chambers 
that helped to accentuate all this for 
me. Evidently God is intent on 
moving me deeper in my healing 
process as well as clarifying in my 
mind the real message of the cross. 
Thank you, Jesus, for Your Spirit of 
truth that is leading me into greater 
revelations of Your truth and char-

acter. 
 
“But Jesus did not commit Himself 
to them, because He knew all men, 
and had no need that anyone should 
testify of man, for He knew what 
was in man” (John 2:24-25, NKJV). 

 

“. . . who, when He was reviled, did 
not revile in return; when He suf-
fered, He did not threaten, but 
committed Himself to Him who  

Jesus saves 



 

 

because he knew how all people 
think. He did not need anyone to 
tell him what a person was like. He 
already knew” (John 2:24-25, ERV). 

 
“People insulted him, but he did not 
insult them back. He suffered, but 
he did not threaten anyone. No, he 
let God take care of him. God is the 
one who judges rightly” (1 Peter 
2:23, ERV). 

 

“But Jesus did not trust himself to 
them, because he knew all about 
people. He didn’t need anyone to 
tell him about human nature for he 

knew the way people think” (John 
2:24-25, FBV). 

 

“. . . and when he was badly treated, 
he didn’t retaliate. When he suf-
fered, he didn’t threaten to take re-
venge. He simply placed himself in 
the hands of the one who always  
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judges rightly” (1 Peter 2:23, FBV) 

 

“Christ never verbally abused those 
who verbally abused him. When he 
suffered, he didn't make any threats 
but left everything to the one who 
judges fairly” (1 Peter 2:23, GW). 

 

“Jesus did not commit Himself unto 
them … for He knew what was in 
man” (John 2:24–25). 

 

“Disillusionment means that there 
are no more false judgments in life. 
To be undeceived by disillusion- 
ment may leave us cynical and 
unkindly severe in our judgment 
of others, but the disillusionment 
which comes from God brings us 
to the place where we see men 
and women as they really are, and 
yet there is no cynicism, we have 
no stinging, bitter things to say. 
Many of the cruel things in life 
spring from the fact that we suf-
fer from illusions. We are not true 
to one another as facts; we are 
true only to our ideas of one an-
other. Everything is either de-
lightful and fine, or mean and 
dastardly, according to our idea. 

 
“The refusal to be disillusioned is 
the cause of much of the suffer-
ing in human life. It works in this 
way—if we love a human being 
and do not love God, we demand 
of him every perfection and every 

rectitude, and when we do not get it 
we become cruel and vindictive; we 
are demanding of a human being 
what he or she cannot give. There is 
only one Being Who can satisfy the 
last aching abyss of the human 
heart, and that is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Why our Lord is so severe 
regarding every 

human relationship is because He 
knows that every relationship not 
based on loyalty to Himself will 
end in disaster. Our Lord trusted 
no man, yet He was never suspi-
cious, never bitter. Our Lord’s 
confidence in God and in what 
His grace could do for any man 
was so perfect that He despaired 
of no one. If our trust is placed in 
human beings, we shall end in de-
spairing of everyone” (My Utmost, 
7-30). 

 

 

 

THE LAST MESSAGETHE LAST MESSAGETHE LAST MESSAGETHE LAST MESSAGE    

    

“It is the darkness of misappre-

hension of God that is en-

shrouding the world. Men are 

losing their knowledge of His 

character. It has been misrepre-

sented and misunderstood. At 
this time a message from God is 
to be proclaimed, a message illu-

minating in its influence and 

saving in it power. His character 

is to be made known.... Those 

who wait for the Bridegroom’s 

coming are to say to the people, 

‘Behold your God.’ The last 
rays of merciful light, the last 
message of mercy to be given to 
the world, is a revelation of His 
character of love” (Christ’s Ob-

ject Lessons, p. 415, 
emphasis supplied). 



 

 

 

 

The past month has been 
occupied with catching up 
from my seven months of  
intense work in creating the 
video, A New Look at the 
Character of  God. In addition 
to catching up with my house work 
and various and assorted other 
needs, I rested between times and 
took enough time off to have my 
cataracts removed. Therefore, Feb-
ruary has been a busy month but 
has not seen too much progress on 
my work on the “character of God” 
video. Plans are for that to change 
in March. 

 
Here are the items that will be 
hauled off the back burner to be 
completed during March: 

 

1.Set up YouTube channel and 
promote video. This will entail a 
learning curve but I fortunately 
have a volunteer who will be learn-
ing along with me and helping com-
plete this phase of the project. 

am, but I got busy and pulled my 
notes together and am now ready 
to start typing. I may do the New 
Testament also, haven’t decided, 
but if I do the New Testament it 
will be in another color. Besides 
my original correspondent, I will 
be happy to give this to anyone 
else who wants it. Let me know. 

 

Just a reminder to all of you who 
have the antiquated Windows XP 
operating system on your com-
puter. Leo The Tech Guy on the 
radio says that it will be very dan-
gerous to go online with this com-
puter after April 2014—viruses, 
malware, spyware and such. So 
what to do?  
 
Frankly, I don’t know what to do. 
If anyone out there knows of a 
quick fix perhaps you could inform 
me and I will let the others know. 
(Excuse me if I “whinge” a little), 
but why do they build something 
that works perfectly, and then 
change it?  
 
Absent someone knowing what to 
do about this problem, I guess we 
are obliged to go out and buy a 
new system, which may take some 
time for me. Meantime, I do have a 
netbook that runs Windows 7 that 
I can try to use for awhile. 
 
The bottom line of this “rant” is 
that I will try to adjust to my Win-
dows 7. If I can’t, I can’t say when 
your next newsletter will arrive. If 
it is late, just know that I’m trying 
my best to solve the problem and 
get the newsletter out to you. I 
think this will be important, as we 
go further into 2014. I expect things 
will be a-poppin’ sooner rather than 
later.  
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2. Edit all books on my site. All 
the books require some editing (i.e., 
the  internet addresses have all 
changed), and I will be doing a ma-
jor overhaul of the Adventist Supple-
ment to Light Through the Darkness. 
This is precipitated by my growth in 
understanding the “final fire,” or 
how God deals with the finally lost 
in view of His character of love.  
 

3. I plan to write a series of articles 
on “The Pillars of the Faith” and 
show that they (the Pillars) support 
and are supported by and culminate 
in the message of God’s character 
of love. 

 

4. I am presently engrossed in tak-
ing the book of Revelation and typ-
ing out (my son says to copy and 
paste from web sites on the inter-
net) references in the Old Testa-
ment which refer to specific pas-
sages in Revelation. This will greatly 
expand our understanding of 
prophecy, I believe. I have been try-
ing for years to get this project 
done, but recently a reader said he 
was doing this, and I said I was do-
ing it too. I think he thought I was 
very much advanced from where I  

    

(My Corner of the Vineyard)(My Corner of the Vineyard)(My Corner of the Vineyard)(My Corner of the Vineyard)    

    

The ProjectThe ProjectThe ProjectThe Project    

    
By Marilyn Campbell 



 

 

Our trip to Kenya was taken 
according to God’s will and 
timing with no haste or de-
lay. God’s wisdom is infinite 
and we can trust His provi-
dences to lead His people, 
accordingly.  It came at such a 
time as was expedient to the field 
being served and the people being 
ministered to. In order to best un-
derstand God’s providence, we 
must first lay the foundation of all 
that led up to this trip, to provide 
proper context to the environment 
into which the team came. 
 
 

The purpose of this Kenyan minis-
try trip was primarily to support the 
brethren in Kenya who are carrying 
the last message of mercy and 
warning to the world, to spread 
the everlasting gospel and to fol-
low up on the work started there.  
In 2007 a previous trip had been 
conducted wherein contacts were 
made and seeds were planted. 
That trip allowed opportunity to 
meet many groups and people, to 
share on various subjects and to 
get a general sense of the African 
mission field, culturally. The 
team, at that time, was Kevin and 
Nicola Straub with Demetrius and 
Sonia Leach. We went to verify a 
potential orphanage project as a pri-
mary focus and also to meet several 
correspondents that had been in 
contact with Br. Leach via the 
TFFG web site, in Barbados.  The 
trip was a short term mission trip of 
only eighteen days; however, many 
good connections were made as a 
result of holding a series of meet-
ings and home studies in various 
locations.  
 
From the time the team returned  
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home, Nicola served as the primary 

contact and communications liaison 
between the people in Kenya and 

the ministry team.  She chronicled 
all correspondence and developed 
relationships and connections 
throughout Kenya.  They main-
tained a strong literature evangelism 
ministry for the first few years and 
the TFFG Barbados group partici-
pated freely and generously in pro-
viding materials to people in Kenya.  
Over time, the distribution of books 
was transitioned over to the Straubs 
who continued to ship out books, 
independently.  As things  

 

 

Kenya Mission 2014 
December 26, 2013—January 23, 2014 

 

by Nicola Straub 

Nathan Onduma and James Ongiri 

progressed, it started to become 
evident that the Macedonian call 
was pressing out of Kenya, again.  
Over and over, we were encour-
aged to bring a ministry team 
back. However, the time in be-
tween trips was beneficial and 
needful. It helped to identify those 
who were seriously seeking the 
messages of truth and the Lord 
was also doing a work in Kenya of 
which we knew little or nothing.  
He was preparing us to meet the 
needs of many who had burning 
questions and who had endured 
many trials in their own personal 
quests for truth. 
 
In 2013 Nicola and Kevin became 
convicted that a trip to Kenya was 
very much needed and made plans 
to go in December of 2013, which 
is a school holiday month, in 
Kenya.  Br. Leach was also invited 
to participate however he did not 
received personal conviction on 
the matter until late into the fall of 
2013.  Despite their desire and 
plans to go to Kenya, personal 
circumstances prevented  the 



 

 

Straubs from being able to book 
their tickets or confirm their ability 
to participate in the trip.  So, after 
receiving personal conviction and 
affirmation from the Lord, Br. 
Leach booked his ticket and also 
planned to take his son, Christian 
Leach, as a young missionary in 
training. Swany Dittman, registered 
nurse and health lecturer, was also 
invited to join them.  Several heart 
rending weeks later, the Straubs 
were finally able to join the team, 
with their two children, Reuel and 
Talitha. The trip dates had to be 
altered from encompassing the full 
month of December to depart at 
the end of December, for various 
reasons.    
 
The logistics, dates, locations and 
schedule for the trip were primarily 
organized cooperatively by Nicola 
Straub and Brother Nathan On-
duma. Brother Onduma had met us 
in 2007 and was introduced to the 
message of God’s character, at that 
time. He took it upon himself to 
study the message deeply, without 
any outside influence or input, and 
came to love and embrace the mes-
sage. Then, he started communicat-
ing with us as he made contact 
through the Truth in Jesus web site, 
was given books and had continued 
dialogue with brethren. Nicola and 
he remained correspondents 
throughout all this time. She sent 
him materials and kept him abreast 
of the work going on in various 
fields. Nathan was sent PowerPoint 
presentations and camp meeting 
CDs on various subjects and he 
started to share them with groups.  
 
At one camp meeting, Nathan met 
Br. James Ongiri who has been 
walking in the truth of the character  
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of God messages since the early  
1990s. They quickly created a 
friendship and alliance in the work 
and started studying and fellowship-
ping together.  Nathan introduced 
Nicola to James and it became clear 
that these were the men we were to 
work with in carrying forward the 
message in Kenya. 
 
In time, they all started working on 
a project to translate God’s Character: 
The Best News in the Universe, by Dr. 
Elliot Douglin, into Swahili. Pro-
gress was slowly made on the book, 
chapter by chapter.  It was our de-
sire that the book be ready and 
printed by the time we had our next 
mission trip.  However, personal 
schedules and circumstances indi-
cated that this project would take 
some additional time, while the 
sense of urgency for there to be a 
mission trip to Kenya increased. 

 
Nathan Onduma and James Ongiri 
were both indispensable in the role 
of setting up the meeting venues 
and in teaching various groups, in 
preparation for the arrival of the 
ministry team. Nathan is an ardent 
student of the word with a desire to 
share God’s truth and also works as 
statistician and economist for the 
government of Kenya. James is an 
independent ministry worker for the  

Lord, doing personal ministry as a 
self-supporting gospel worker. Al-
though he serves various groups in 
teaching and administering the 
roles of an elder, he remains pri-
marily independent and travels to 
various groups as a support and 
teacher. 
 

As plans were made for the mis-
sion trip, the Lord provided for 
transportation, accommodations 
and all the needs and desires of the 
mission team, in many miraculous 
ways. An example of this was to 
provide the team with a full three 
bedroom apartment, neighboring 
Br. Onduma’s apartment, free of 
charge, with only the cost of utili-
ties and personal expenses to 
cover, for the full month that we 
were there. This was an incredible 
blessing and a haven of much 
needed rest and privacy between   

speaking engagements and camp 
meetings. 
 
Another example of a blessing is 
that a large private property was 
opened up and offered as a place 
of accommodation to the ministry 
team and as a venue to host the 
meetings for a full weekend of ses-
sions, in Gucha. This was also  

graciously offered by a well-wisher 
at no charge and proved a blessing 
to many. 
 
The Lord provided economic 
transportation, meals and housing 
in each meeting location and the 
able skills of our drivers, hosts and 
translators along the way. The 
Lord is indeed faithful and able to 
do more than we can think or 
imagine, in providing for His work.   



 

 

This all served to pave the way for 
the ministry team’s trip to Kenya. 
 
All of the team members departed 
on December 26 to fly over to Nai-
robi. Br. Leach’s party and Swany 
Dittman arrived in Nairobi on the 
evening of Friday, December 27. 
The Straubs did not arrive until 
much later at 4:30 am and 6:30 am, 
on Saturday, Dec. 28. Reuel Straub 
had originally planned to stay home 
to remain in school but he decided 
to join the trip as a late addition, a 
week before departure. It was a mad 
scramble to find him an economical 
air ticket, available during the holi-
day season! The Lord graciously 
found a ticket, despite all odds, but 
it would require Reuel to travel on 
his own from Toronto, through 
Halifax and London, UK and on to 
Nairobi. He had never even flown 
before and there were some chal-
lenges with a minor being allowed 
to travel internationally on his own, 
but the way was opened up and he 
flew out with his family, from Re-
gina, on December 26. They split 
up in Toronto and prayed for the 
Lord to be with Reuel as he trav-
elled the rest of the journey by him-
self. 
 
Nicola, Kevin and Talitha arrived in 
Nairobi first and awaited Reuel’s 
incoming flight. On tip toes, with 
bated breath, they peered into the 
arrival area for a glimpse of their 
son’s face as the arriving flight from 
London was announced. It was a 
tense time of waiting as scores of 
people came through the gates, with 
no sign of Reuel. His luggage was 
not showing up on the bag carousel, 
either. Finally, his head appeared  
 
 

day concept of God compares with 

the Muslim’s conception of God, 
all in contrast with what God truly 
is like. This was followed by a dis-
cussion session to open up the 
floor for questions about any of 
the presentations. It became a gen-
eral question and answer session 
on issues that were on the minds 
of individuals there. We ended the 
day before dark so as to allow peo-
ple to be able to travel home safely.  
We retired to our hotel for a snack 
and much needed rest.  

 

Sunday, December 29- Ngong 
hotel meeting 
 
In the morning, by request, Nicola 
shared on issues of stewardship 
with a group of youth who came to 
the hotel and had a meeting in their 
conference room.  Swany also 
shared information on health and 
lifestyle choices, especially in re-
gard to dietary choices and cooking 
methods. In the afternoon, the 
group went out for an afternoon 
hike in Ngong Hills to refresh their 
bodies and minds. 
 
On our way home, we visited the 
home of Samuel Njuguna, our 
Ngong host, and were delighted to 
meet his family. 
 
Monday, December 30- Relocat-
ing to Kisii Highland area 
 

We set out on a long drive west 
through the Great Rift Valley and 
hill country going into the Kisii 
region.  We were packed tightly in 
a hired van/matatu, with the lug-
gage taking up some of our seats 
but enjoyed the trip, even seeing 
baboons on the side of the road.   
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among the crowd!  Tears of joy and 
relief were shed and God was 
praised for bringing their son safely 
through by His grace. 
 
After all parties were picked up, 
they were taken to the Giraffe 
House Hotel, in the outlying region 
of Ngong. Meetings had been ar-
ranged at a local school grounds. 
Thus began our ministry trip! 
 

Sabbath, December 28- Ngong 
School Meeting 
 
At the Ngong School, we had our 
church services. Kevin started our 
Sabbath School study  with “This 
Then Is the Message,” showing how 
the study of God’s character is the 
message brought to light in 1 John 
1:5 as being the primary message of 
Christ to the world. Brother De-
metrius gave the divine service pres-
entation, “God, as Seen in Jesus.” 
Christian and Nicola shared special 
music. 
 
Swany gave a health lecture to com-
plete the morning services.  We en-
joyed a fellowship lunch at the 
school. In the afternoon Demetrius 
presented “Which God Do You 
Serve?” comparing how the modern  
 



 

 

We got settled in a house that was 
provided for us rent free, a big three 
room house, next door to Nathan’s 
home near Kijauri, with a big lovely 
yard, lush vegetation. The owner 
was away and just offered it, not 
even being a part of the Christian 
message. This was an answer to 
prayer!  The home had running wa-
ter and two bathrooms, although we 
had to heat water for bathing.  As 
we were getting settled in, we were 
surprised to discover that a group 
of people had come to greet us and 
have a study with us, that evening. 
They were leaders from various ar-
eas and also people whom we had 
met in 2007. Despite our incredible 
jet lag and weariness from the long 
day of travelling, we welcomed our 
guests and enjoyed sweet fellowship 
with them. We had a lovely supper 
together, provided by Nathan’s 
wife, Doricah and her helpers. It 
was a real spread, with a coleslaw, a 
savory potato dish, a bean dish, 
huge quartered avocados ripened to 
perfection, a mess of seasoned 
cooked greens, tomatoes, cucum-
bers, and chapatis, and the Kenyan 
staple of ugali.  It was a nice intro-
duction to Kenyan food, once 
again.  
 
At the table Br. Leach shared a 
powerful introductory talk on the 
basic foundations of the message. 
Most of these gentlemen are very 
well grounded in the third angel’s 
message, so connected well with the 
presentation, expressing deep 
thankfulness for the additional light 
that is coming by the angel that 
gives glory to the whole earth.  We 
shared some As He Is books with 
them, too.  
 
work and believed we were working 
only with Adventist brethren, to 

work and believed we were work-
ing only with Adventist brethren, 
to bring them forward in the work 
of the third angel’s message. The 
day’s meetings were abruptly cut 
off by an afternoon thunder-
shower. We quickly pulled in the 
speakers under cover and waited 
about forty-five minutes before 
walking back to our new quarters. 

 
Wednesday, January 1-  
Nyangori 

This morning we were back on the 
street scene. The program evolved 
into a program of singing, chil-
dren’s story by Nicola, and a health 
nugget from Swany before moving 
into a mix of gospel presentations, 
fundamental beliefs, introductory 
gospel order thoughts and proph-
ecy from various speakers. 
 
Christian helped with song services 
and doing special music with Ni-
cola and group specials. A speaker 
from Tanzania shared on proph-
ecy, daily, to add to the program. 
Later, as local people came home 
from work, some stopped to listen 
to the presentations, so the after-
noon session was extended by one 
hour, even though we had planned 
to get home before the rain. It 
worked out, the rain waited until 
we were all back inside and the 
sound equipment stored away. 
 
More Adventist brethren came in 
and joined us back at the home 
quarters for more in-depth presen-
tations in the evening, as Kevin 
began a series of talks pertaining to 
gospel order in the final generation. 
This was an uplifting experience, as 
we realized that God has been at 
work even in these far  
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Afterwards, Swany shared some in-
formation with them on health is-
sues, as we reconvened to the sitting 
area and some of us retired for the 
night. They were all planning to stay 
overnight so room was prepared in 
the living rooms of both our house 
and Nathan’s home, next door. 

 

Tuesday, December 31- Nyan-
gori 

We drove for about ninety minutes 
to Nyangori. At this new location in 
the Kisii highlands, we arrived at 
our host home, threw our bags in a 
locked room and headed out imme-
diately for a street meeting. 
 
Another independent Adventist 
group also came in from two other 
locations in Kenya and Tanzania. 
As it was a street meeting with the 
traditional loudspeaker set up to 
broadcast to the world, we had to 
scramble to revamp the program we 
thought we were doing. Originally 
we had not considered open air  



 

 

reaches to bring the message to His 
people. There were a number of 
men who had a solid background of 
understanding to be able to absorb 
fully what was being taught, as re-
vealed in the intelligent conversa-
tion and question period to follow.  

 
Thursday, January 2- Nyangori 

Our program continued with our 
format of singing, children story, 
health nugget and then morning and 
afternoon presentations. Subjects 
covered included fundamental be-
liefs such as the state of the dead, 
the return of Christ and also in 
sharing introductory thoughts on 
the message of God’s character and 
righteousness by faith.  In the eve-
ning, back at home, we again had an 
indoor presentation for the brethren 
by Kevin Straub, which was well 
received. Issues in gospel order 
were addressed and there was dis-
cussion on how to move forward in 
the right way. 
 
Friday, January 3 – Nyangori 

Our program continued as normal. 
We had more people coming in 
from various independent groups, 
for the Sabbath, starting in the eve-
ning. Subjects included character of 
God studies, prophecy and intro-
ductory issues of stewardship.  We  
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only conducted studies in the morn-
ing. 
 
Saturday, January 4- Nyagori 

It was a special time on the street as 
various independent Adventist 
church groups from the surround-
ing countryside joined in to enjoy 
the meetings and singing for Sab-
bath services. It was a hot day and 
we all crowded around buildings 
and under over-hanging structures 
to seek shade from the sun. 
 
Nicola had a children’s story and 
Swany shared a brief health topic, as 
usual. We shared a nice quartet 
number for special music. Br. 
Straub presented the first lecture of 
the day, covering the core principles 
of the fourth angel’s message, called 
“This Then is the Message” based 
on 1 John 1:5. There was a proph-
ecy study, again, by our other guest 
speaker.  Demetrius finished the day 

by presenting a powerful message 
on religious liberty.  
 
Afterwards, there were many heart-
felt thanks and some were positively 
glowing with the messages they had 
received. There were also a number 
of people gathered from the com-
munity who sat further away. We 
could see gatherings of them on  

chairs, even dressed up in their 
“Sunday” best. We know that this 
open air style format was not fruit-
less, as seed was sown in the com-
munity. 
 
After the day’s program was com-
plete, we returned to our quarters 
and packed our bags for the trip 
home to Kijauri, where we could 
enjoy the comforts of greater space 
and a moment of privacy, before 
arising very early for a three and 
one-half hour drive to Nakuru for 
Sunday services, by invitation. 
 
Sunday, January 5- Nakuru- Je-
sus Winner Church 

We drove in early to Nakuru to 
come as guest speakers at the 
“Jesus Winner Ministries,” church, 
where we addressed a crowd of 
about five hundred people. Before 
we entered the meeting, Date Van-
derwerff and his wife, Evelyn, gra-
ciously took us to a restaurant for 
breakfast. Before entering the huge 
meeting tent, we were greeted in 
the parking lot by a team of pas-
tors. They brought us in and gave 
us pre-eminent seats before the 
people. The place was wild with 
dancing and repetitive music, 
shouting and loud singing, as can 
be expected from the charismatic 
worship. 
 
That praise song carried on for 
about half an hour without a break 
and when it was finished, there 
were some bodies that fell to the 
floor and were assisted back to 
their seats. After some more local 
items such as dance presentations 
and special songs, we were invited 
to begin our program. 



 

 

We were introduced with glowing 
accord, as Pastor Edward Kioko 
reminded the people how that some 
time previously he had made a 
prophecy that “two white men” 
were going to come to bless the 
congregation and take the people to 
a higher level. Well, now he could 
point to two white men sitting in 
the seats of honor. There was Date 
Vanderwerff, a former principal of 
an Adventist academy and, Kevin, 
his student of forty years previous. 
Edward gave such a report that 
thrilled the heart, because he was 
setting up all the people, the team 
of pastors and leaders from the 
area, and even the local chief of po-
lice, to receive us as men sent from 
heaven. So, in effect, the congrega-
tion and even the pastor himself 
were preconditioned to accept the 
message or make Edward’s proph-
ecy of none effect. 
 
Kevin gave the main presentation 
called “The Reformation and the 
Gospel,” which was a quick teach-
ing session on the rise of the Prot-
estant Reformation and its subse-
quent death by the mid-nineteenth 
century, when God brought the first 
angel’s message. He showed how 
the message was prominently 
brought forward with a focus upon 
the everlasting gospel and the full-
ness of it in both parts of forgive-
ness and cleansing, with power of 
the Holy Spirit to obey God’s com-
mandments. Throughout, Br. 
Straub gave constant emphasis on 
the necessity of returning to the Bi-
ble as the basis of our doctrine, 
faith, and practice. After another 
special number by four of us, Elder 
Leach gave a powerful, concise talk, 
to re-emphasize the gospel theme. 

 

angel’s message at a future time. 
Meanwhile, we left behind two en-
tire series of EGW books as we 
gathered at the Vanderwerff’s for 
supper with the pastors. Demetrius 
gave a short talk on the character 
of God and we also left them 
books on that subject. We pray 
that God will bless the seeds that 
have been planted here. We were 
not able to make the meeting for 
the mother church of twenty thou-
sand members, in Nairobi, but the 
way could very well open for this 
in the future. 
 
After leaving them, we went over 
to the Ian Castleman orphanage to 
stay the night. The orphanage is 
not currently functioning while 
some legal issues are being dealt 
with but Ian intends to build it up 
again. We met him on our 2007 
trip, when he was in full operation, 
and he was very blessed by our 
visit and fellowship. 
 
Monday, January 6-  
Ian Castleman Visitation 

We enjoyed a nice half day’s visit 
with our brother, Ian Castleman, at 
his home and orphanage.  After a 
time of morning worship and fel-
lowship, we enjoyed a nice meal 
together then took a lovely walk to 
a home not far from the orphanage 
site, where a small property was 
being rented for the use of a care-
giver, Margaret, where she cared 
for four disabled children. These 
children are being supported by 
Ian and faithful donors, as no 
other orphanage or institution 
would accept them.  
 
Margaret was also living there with 
another lady and her six children. 
This lady is suffering from AIDS  
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Next, they launched into a healing 
service, where the people were 
called to come up for healing from 
physical disease and from demons. 
The church likes to emphasize the 
“deliverance ministry” which they 
conduct. There was some fantastic 
struggling with certain individuals 
who came forward, with writhing, 
shouting and spitting, as five or six 
deacons would jump on them and 
hold them to the floor. Women 
would fall and be covered by shawls 
so that their privacy would not be 
compromised. It was a wonderful 
show, through which we prayed for 
these people to come to the knowl-
edge of the Lord and receive the 
Spirit of truth. Elder Leach came up 

to pray for one of the groups that 
came forward, not to lay hands to 
activate their auto-hypnotic suscep-
tibility to fall back, but to pray a 
prayer of faith and repentance and 
healing from sin. After this, the pas-
tor took over again and resumed the 
normal routine. 
 
As the meeting came to an end, we 
were thanked repeatedly and re-
quested to come and stay longer to 
give Bible teaching. There is a 
smaller group that meets through-
out the week for lunch hour for 
studies, so that would be where we 
could present a series in the third  



 

 

and, should she pass away, her chil-
dren will be left as orphans to be 
cared for by Margaret, too. Our 
hearts were overwhelmed with the 
tragedy of this situation and we con-
tinue to pray earnestly for them.  It 
is a daily struggle for Ian to provide 
them with their daily needs. Please 
contact us for details. 

 
After our visit with the orphans, we 
had to go back and pack up for our 
trip back to Kijauri. We spend the 
evening at home to regroup and 
prepare for our departure to Rongo 
the following morning. 
 
Tuesday, January 7- Rongo 

We travel about ninety minutes and 
have a host location in Rongo, at 
the home of Selesor Ogada, a 
teacher who participates in a teacher 
exchange program to Ireland. The 
meetings were conducted outside, in 
her yard, under a lovely avocado 
tree. 
 
Here we presented topics on God’s 
character. The messages were en-
thusiastically received, with many 
joyous expressions and understand-
ing discussion afterwards. Br. De-
metrius went in depth on the sub-
ject of God`s wrath and permissive  

Thursday, January 9- Gucha 

We travelled about ninety minutes 
to Gucha to hold three days of 
meetings with the brethren. The 
Moratta brothers work in this area 
as part of the SdA Reformed 
Church. We had met Richard 
Moratta in 2007 and corresponded 
with him and his brothers, David 
Tumbo Moratta and Albert 
Moratta online since then. We be-
gan with a presentation on the 
“Knowledge of God, in Christ,” 
and then moved into gospel order, 
along the same lines as we had 

ministered in Rongo with presenta-
tions by Kevin Straub and De-
metrius Leach.  Swany Ditmann 
also presented a health lecture.  
Nicola and Christian shared special 
music between meetings and Ni-
cola offered a children’s story each 
day. 
 
Friday, January 10- Gucha 

On Friday, we held meetings in-
side, in order to make better utili-
zation of the projector. Nicola 
Straub began with a presentation 
on God`s permissive will in the 
context of the Old Testament civil 
laws, with an emphasis on God’s 
desire for true gospel order with 
Him as the head of His people, in 
contrast to their choices for order,   
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will, working from the story of Is-
rael’s desire for a king to rule over 
them like the heathen. 
 
Br. Straub spoke on principles of 
Biblical interpretation, giving the 
keys to Bible language so that the 
apparent contradictions can be har-
monized. In the evening there was 
discussion on gospel order issues. 
 
Wednesday, January 8- Rongo 

Another day well spent at Rongo 
before returning to our home base 
in Kijauri. There was much interest 
expressed to receive instruction 
upon the subject of true organiza-
tion/gospel order, so this discussion 
continued as from the previous eve-
ning, after a presentation by Br. 
Straub from the series “Who is in 
Charge Here?” Br. Demetrius then 
guided the meeting in discussion 
and counsel. It is recognized that 
the need for solidification as a local 
church will necessitate the establish-
ing of an elder to work with them. 
The subject of ordination under 

proper gospel order was ventilated, 
in the context of establishing 
church organization and structure. 
We drove back that evening, once 
again, to reorganize and prepare for 
our meetings that would start in 
Gucha the next morning.  



 

 

civil structure and organizations. 
 
Demetrius continued this theme 
with a lecture describing God`s Or-
der vs. Common Order.  We broke 
for the afternoon to prepare for the 
Sabbath. 
 
Kevin, Nicola and Talitha Straub 
spent the afternoon conducting a 
visitation to an independent Ad-
ventist school established by a self-
supporting Bible worker and col-
porteur, named Lamech. We toured 
the classrooms and living quarters 
before convening for a general as-
sembly with the kids and staff. In-
troductions were made and Nicola 
gave a short talk to the students to 
remain true to God in spite of trials 
that come to us in life.  

The Friday night vespers, back at 
our host location, was a time of tes-
timonies that took up the evening 
leaving no time for any more teach-
ing, but it was a time to listen to one 
another. Our hearts were warmed as 
we were made to understand how 
the Lord had moved, how much 
sacrifice was made and how many 
difficulties were endured so that our 
brethren here were able to orches-
trate and attend these meetings. A 
separate article on the testimonies 
shared will be put together as the  
 

understanding the Headship of 
Christ in the organization of the 
church. What we are seeing at this 
time under the work of the fourth 
angel is that prophesied return to 
primitive godliness and true apos-
tolic gospel order. By this we can 
see that the work is going to be 
finished in this generation. God is 
taking the reins into His own 

hands at last. 

 

That evening, we returned to base 
location near Kijauri-Nyansiongo. 
Home, sweet home! Everyone was 
truly feeling the need for a break 
after this continual hectic pace. It 
was so nice to lounge in the large 
living room and just enjoy fellow-
ship and free conversation with the 
team. 

Sunday, January 12- Free day; 
shopping in Kisii Town 
 

This day was booked off for “R 
and R” and shopping. We rode in 
the crowded public transport, a 
“matatu” van, to Kisii town and 
back. This is quite an experience  

because they crowd people in 
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stories are a wonderful witness to 
God’s provision, direction and 
faithfulness. It is by sharing our ex-
periences of God’s goodness that 
our hearts can be uplifted and we 
can be encouraged in the Lord. 
 
Saturday, January 11- Gucha 

We heard through the grapevine 
that the surrounding people were 
listening to our meetings through 
the P.A. system, because many that 
were invited were afraid to attend, 
due to fear of persecution or disci-
pline from the leaders of their 
churches, if they attend any inde-
pendent meetings. The leadership 
has a strong hold on people, keep-
ing them in chains of bondage for 
fear of being disfellowshiped. So, 
we held our Sabbath services by 
open air meetings, broadcasting 
loudly into the neighborhood on a 
P.A. system. 
 
Br. Straub gave his presentation 
“This Then is the Message,” and Br. 
Leach spoke on the liberty of the 
gospel, in contrast to the control of 
religious authorities that would pre-
vent people from hearing anything 
not of their own opinion. 
 

There were some leaders of other 
groups attending and visitors from 
many places, including neighboring 
Tanzania. The afternoon service 
continued with more gospel order 
and religious liberty teaching from 
Demetrius, demonstrating that God 
alone is King, Judge, Lawgiver and 
Saviour. This teaching cuts across 
many lines, whether one would be 
coming from the mainstream or-
ganizations or from the independ-
ents, as virtually every church or-
ganization has a built-in dependency 
upon man to lead and guide, not  



 

 

and even use plywood planks across 
the gaps in the aisles to fit more 
people in. They will also have peo-
ple stand leaning over people in the 
seats or hang one or two out of the 
side door. We fit over twenty peo-
ple in what would be considered a 
normal fourteen passenger van.  
Travelling, Kenyan style!  
 
We walked around Kisii doing some 
souvenir shopping and getting a few 
groceries before heading home. We 
stopped for supper at James’ place 
on the way, which is in Keroka, 
about twenty minutes from where 
we are staying by Nyansiongo. 
 
Monday, January 13- Keroka 
home church 

We travelled about thirty to forty  
minutes to the home of John Orina, 
Nathan’s father-in-law, where we 
had originally planned to hold meet-
ings through Thursday. Due to 
some logistical issues surrounding 
our next visitation that was planned 
for the upcoming weekend, pre-
venting us from being able to over-
night there, we extended our stay in 
Keroka to include Friday. These 
meetings were broadcast by P.A. 
system. 
 
Kevin began the meeting with a dis-
cussion on how the character of 
God message is the central theme 
of the great controversy. Invariably, 
there are people who receive the 
message with glowing testimonies, 
expressing that their minds have 
been turned to see things about 
God as they have never seen them 
before. One man, Nelson, who lives 
not far from our current meeting 
place, has been to all of the meeting 
places except Nairobi and  
 

Tuesday, January 14- Keroka 

Today started with a smaller atten-
dance but grew to a nice group as 
the day wore on. Br. Straub opened 
with a study on the constitution of 
the law of God, covering the law 
of God as natural vs. imposed and 
the principles of God’s govern-
ment as rooted in freedom of 
choice and non-coercion. Nicola 

concluded her presentation from 
the previous day on systematic be-
nevolence. Again, Swany gave a 
short health lecture. Demetrius 
presented twice on principles of 
freedom and also brought in mate-
rial on tithing and Sabbath keeping 
within the context of gospel free-
dom as our duty to God alone and 
not to be interfered with by man.  
There is a great need in all of 
Kenya to teach people how to un-
derstand that those who are set 
free by Jesus Christ are set free in-
deed and it is His ultimate desire to 
be our Lord, King, Plan Maker, 
Guide, Teacher and Leader in all 
areas of our life.  Hearts and minds 
are crying out to be freed from the 
tyranny of men who seek to con-
trol the actions and consciences of 
others, especially within church 
settings. 
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is absolutely enthralled. He has read 
the entire book, As He Is, in a mat-
ter of about three or four days, 
spending the night hours in study 
yet fully alert during the daytime 
meetings. I don’t know how he does 
it, except that the “finger millet” 
(red millet), which he continually 
praises as the ultimate power food, 
is what keeps him going. Then there 
is Methuselah, an elderly man from 
Nairobi, where his traditional Ad-
ventist family lives, but who has a 
home in this area. He has been so 
happy to receive the messages and 
he tells us that God brought us 
here, just for him. After Kevin, 
Swany presented regarding the dan-
ger of a high simple carbohydrate 
diet. Next, Nicola gave a compre-
hensive study on systematic benevo-
lence and stewardship principles, in 

relation to proper gospel order. Af-
ter lunch, Brother Leach spoke on 
gospel order from the perspective 
of God’s wrath being only the re-
sulting effect of our own choices.  
We had many opportunities to en-
joy the Kenyan singing and even 
joined in reading from Swahili song 
books.  
 

During this week, we travelled 
home each evening, since it was 
within a comfortable driving dis-
tance. 



 

 

Wednesday, January 15- Keroka 

Nicola stayed home with the kids as 
Talitha was experiencing some 
stomach upset. Demetrius was not 
feeling well, either, but attended the 
meetings without speaking, that day.  
So, Swany and Kevin carried the 
program. Swany first gave a health 
talk and then Br. Straub gave a three 
part presentation on the permissive 
will of God. The question period 
revealed that there was a good un-
derstanding of the material pre-
sented. It was a complex subject 
containing some deep material and 
we had no power so it was pre-
sented without the benefit of the 
PowerPoint slides, but amazingly it 
got across with clarity; we praise 
God! 
 

 
Thursday, January 16 – Keroka 

Demetrius began the day with a 
presentation on church organization 
under true gospel order. Swany 
spoke on sugar consumption in the 
diet and gave insightful information 
about how much sugar is contained 
in various fruits, including those 
indigenous to Kenya.  In the after-
noon, Demetrius concluded the day 
with a presentation “Let  

and not in “Churchianity.” Both 
messages together were a “one-two 
punch” of present truth. The Spirit 
was at work to create a powerful 
impact. The pastor was away and 
the local elders presided. They re-
ceived it with gladness and want 
more teaching. The widow who 
owns the land/church retains it in 
her name, so this is a good thing. 
The church is a mix of Massai, 
Kisii, and Kikuyu tribes. We en-
joyed the people, singing, fellow-
ship and sharing our own music 
with a quartet singing “Do You 
Know My Jesus?” 

We drove home shortly before 
dark to get ready and packed for 
our two-day safari into the Massai 
Mara Game Reserve the next day. 
Our schedule had been intense and 
exhausting and we were all looking 
forward to a few days of rest and 
personal time. The kids were par-
ticularly excited to have some time 
to experience the wildlife of Kenya.  
Dismantling our little home in 
Kenya was a bittersweet experience 
as we had truly grown to love our 
brethren in the Kisii highlands. Na-
than and James remained with us 
until our departure from Nairobi. 
 
Sunday, January 19- Massai 
Mara Excursion 

We drove to the Mara and as soon 
as we entered the outer park gates  
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God Speak to His Ministers,” dem-
onstrating our need to let God be 
the one to direct His servants. 
 
Friday, January 17- Keroka 

Today, we had a special baptism 
and primary ordination service. Na-
than and Doricah entered into the 
water in commitment to the ad-
vancing light of the message. After 
that, we had a testimony period and 
church organizing meeting. The tes-
timonies were of high interest as it 
was much recounting of the history 
of the various leaders in the area 
and how God led them to this time, 
to learn more of the advancing light 
of the righteousness of God. A 
separate document will be prepared 
to share these inspiring testimonies. 
 

Saturday, January 18- Kilgoris 

We started out early on a two-hour 
long trip into the Massai lands, near 
a town called Kilgoris. From 
Kilgoris onward, we drove on 
rough, washed out, back roads and 
the going was slow. We were invited 
to speak at the Mutenkuare SdA 
church. This is a Conference church 
that is independently minded, al-
though we found that the level of 
knowledge of Adventism funda-
mentals and history was extremely 
minimal.   

We were also invited to share at a 
nearby prison but felt our group 
presence was most needed at the 
church so David Tumbo and Swany 
went to share and represent our 
group to conduct this prison minis-
try. Kevin had the divine service 
with “This Then is the Message,” 
and Demetrius followed up with a 
strong talk on knowing the third 
angel’s message and grounding our 
experience in Christ and the Truth  



 

 

we were immediately presented with 
animals of all sorts, elephants, cape 
water buffalo, giraffe, antelope, ba-
boons, zebras and so much more.  
 
Our base camp was deep in the 
Mara so the entire drive there was a 
wildlife safari. As we entered into 
the heart of the park, passing 
through a second gate, we stopped 
for lunch by a river, where we bat-
tled with the mischievous monkeys 
to keep them from stealing our 
lunches and enjoyed watching the 
hippos wallowing in the river.  
From there, they popped open the 
top of our van so we could stand 
and look out into the fields freely. 
With many photo opportunities 
along the way, we drove all day 
through the park.  We arrived at our 
camp at dusk to get settled into our 
tent camp. Each unit was a thick 
canvas tent erected on a stone base. 
They each had a private bathroom 
at the rear, which included a toilet, 
sink and shower. Hot

water was provided by a wood 
burning furnace, two times a day. 
Electricity was also provided twice 
daily, by generator.  We thoroughly 
enjoyed the day and the blessings of 
seeing God’s creation in the wilder-
ness of Kenya. 

 
 

After their return and breakfast, we 
began the shuffle, hustle, and rush 
of getting on the road for a long 
travel day to Nairobi. 
 
We again stayed at the hotel in 
Ngong, about an hour from the 
airport in Nairobi, where brethren 
and youth group associated with 
leading brother Samuel Njuguna 

came in for more in-
struction in character 
of God and gospel 
order, with a discus-
sion period afterward 
that reached until 
early A.M.  
 
The seeds sown on 
this missionary jour-
ney seem to have 
found fertile soil and 
we pray for the wa-

tering of the Holy Spirit as the 
work continues under those lead-
ing brethren who have a solid un-
derstanding of the message. 

 

This message is the true forward 
movement of the reformation, and 
it became apparent to us in various 
instances how alarming it is to 
leading men with the institutional 
mindset. While many embraced it 
with joy, there were a few that 
went away with great consterna-
tion. One supporting brother con-
firmed my own thoughts on the 
matter when he said, “I had a flash  
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Monday, January 20- Massai 
Mara Excursion 
 
We spent the entire day on safari. 
We had a lovely lunch break in the 
middle of the plains, under a big 
tree that was obviously a spot of 
choice for leopards, with marks in 
the trees giving indication of their 
presence and also evidence of ele-
phants us-
ing the tree 
for a back 
scratcher. 
Our hosts, 
Nathan 
and James, 
nervously 
watched to 
make sure 
no animals 
were ap-
proaching 
while the rest of us relaxed and en-
joyed the adventure. 
 
On our return, we stopped at a local 
Massai tribe village and bought 
some souvenirs, learning the 
art of barter, sometimes not so 
astutely!  
 
We, again, enjoyed the rest and 
fellowship at base camp, learn-
ing what a joy it is to “come 
apart and rest awhile.” 
 
Tuesday, January 21- Morning 
safari and relocation to Ngong 

Christian, Reuel and Talitha got up 
early for a two-hour morning safari 
while others stayed back and just 
enjoyed their time in the camp. 
They were filled with glowing re-
ports of seeing the wildlife again in 
their natural habitat as the sun rose. 
They saw many animals including 
the cheetah mother and her cub and 
a pack of lions. 



 

 

of insight come to me that this mes-
sage is going to make you a distinc-
tion in Kenya as the most hated 
missionary workers in this country.” 
This is because it robs them of the 
current paradigm or model of op-
eration of Christian ministry in the 
country that seeks to form groups 
under the tutelage and support of 
Western ministries, with emphasis 
on the “support.” There is very 
much a hireling mindset within a 
system that looks much to man for 
direction and sustenance. The hon-
est Kenyans know it well and la-
ment that it is so.   
 
Wednesday, January 22-  
Departures for home 

We had an early morning flight out 
at 4:30 am so there was no time for 
sleep for those who stayed in the 
meetings that went to 1:00 am.  We 
had a flat tire on the way to the air-
port and the Straubs barely made it 
to their flight on time.  With rushed 
good-byes and thankful hearts, we 
each made our separate ways to our 
flights. This trip was an amazing 
blessing and we truly left with the 
knowledge that the Lord had been 
magnified and we had entered into 
His presence, sharing the everlasting 
gospel and glory of the Lord. May 
His blessings continue to be upon 
this district that souls may be drawn 
to His many matchless charms! 

 

Nicola Straub 
nicola.straubATyahooDOT com  
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