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Obedience, conformity to 
Christ, reflecting Him is per-
haps most important to those 
of  us who have seen the Mas-
ter’s character as it is. On the 

one hand, we must have his perfection, or 
God will have  no choice but to let us go. 
But on the other, as His character has 
opened up to us, we began to see 
how extravagantly He has loved us 
even to the point of supplying our 
obedience. Either way, whichever 
of these two motivates you most, 
the ultimate design of God for us 
is righteousness—perfect obedi-
ence. No longer do we seek heaven 
as the core of our motivation. We 
know Christ secured heaven for us 
two thousand years ago; now our 
task—the most important thing we can do 
for Him—is to obey Him and make Him 
known. 

     But this theme—perfect obedience—
has a strangely withering effect on us, be-
cause for many years it was promoted 
most by those who understood it least. 

     Thus it gives me great pleasure to   

introduce you (if you do not already 
know them), to Pastor A. T. Jones and 
Doctor  E.J. Waggoner, the messengers 
of righteousness by faith—genuine obe-
dience, in other words. You will find, if 
you continue to read and study their 
works, that righteousness is really very 
simple. If you have been discouraged 
trying to  make sense out of righteous-

ness and consistently failing, 
then you must meet 
Waggoner and Jones. I call 
upon the authority of Ellen 
White who said of them: 

 
“The Lord in His great 
mercy  sent a most precious 
message to His people 
through Elders Waggoner 
and Jones. This message 
was to bring more promin-

 ently before the world the up-
 lifted Saviour, the sacrifice for 
 the sins of the whole world. It 
 presented justification  through 
 faith in the Surety; it invited the 
 all the commandments of God. 
 Many had lost sight of Jesus. 
 They needed to have their eyes 

 

PERFECT OBEDIENCE 

(Is Not a Four-letter Phrase) 

 

     Ellen White 
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directed to His divine per-
son, His merits, and His 
changeless love for the hu-
man family. . . . This is the 
message that God com-
manded to be given to the 
world. (Testimonies to Minis-
ters, p. 91). And she goes on.  

 

Here we will find the simple solu-
tion to how we can obey, and I’ll 
give you a hint: “Christ in you, the 
hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). 
Jesus can’t return, until we under-
stand this model and enter in, for it 
is the vehicle whereby we become 
one with Him and thus participate 
in His great victory. The divine and 
the human blended.  

 

Now here is a brief excerpt from 
the works of Waggoner and Jones. 

            ——- 

 

By A. T. Jones 

Review & Herald 
July 18/25, 1899  

 

“Be ye therefore perfect.” And the 
song, “Saved to the Uttermost,” 
which has just been sung, is suffi-
cient ground for the “therefore.” 
“Be ye therefore perfect” (Matthew 
5:48).You know that such is the 
Word of God. You know that we 
are exhorted to “go on unto perfec-
tion” (Hebrews 6:1). You know that 
the gospel, the very preaching of the 
gospel which you and I preach, is to 
“Present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus” (Colossians 1:28). 
Then it is not for us to say that per-
fection is not expected of us. It is 
expected of us. You must expect it 
of yourself. I must expect it of my-

self. And I must not accept anything 
in myself or of myself that does not 
meet in perfection the standard of 
perfection which God has set. What 
could possibly prevent us from at-
taining perfection more than to think 
that it is not expected? I say again, 
What could possibly prevent you and 
me from attaining unto perfection 
more than for us to say that it is not 
expected that we should be perfect? 

 

The Way 

Then, as it is settled that the Word 
says that you and I are to be perfect, 
the only thing for you and me to 

consider is the 
way. That is 
all. Let it be 
settled by you 
and by me that 
perfection, 
nothing short 
of perfection 
as God has set 
it, is to be ex-
pected of you 
and me; and 

that you and I will not accept any-
thing in ourselves, in what we have 
done, nor anything about us, that is a 
hair’s breadth short of perfection as 
God has set it—let this be settled by 
each one, and settled forever—then 
inquire only the way, and the thing 
will be accomplished. 

 

What is the standard, then? What is 
the standard which God has set? “Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 
The perfection of God is the only 
standard. And you and I must set 
ourselves right there, and stand face 
to face with ourselves, always de-
manding of ourselves that there shall 
be perfection such as God’s is, in us; 

and that we will not look with a par-
ticle of allowance upon, we will not 
apologize for nor excuse, anything 
in ourselves that is in any conceiv-
able degree short of that perfection. 
. . . 
That being settled, let us inquire the 
way—the way; that is all. . . . Think 
of it! “Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as your Father which is in heaven is per-
fect.” His perfection is the only stan-
dard.  
 
Then whose measurement of the 
standard, whose estimate of the 
standard is the proper one? Not 
mine. I can not measure God’s per-
fection. You remember the verse—
perhaps it occurs to you this mo-
ment: “I have seen an end of all 
perfection: but thy commandment 
is exceeding broad” (Psalm 119:96). 

 

No finite mind can measure God’s 
perfection. Then it is settled, so far, 
that we are to be perfect; our per-
fection is to be as His perfection is, 
and according to His own estimate of 
His own perfection. Then that takes 
entirely away from you and me the 
whole plan, and everything about it 
as to the doing of it. For when I can 
not measure the standard, how 
should I attain to it, even if it were 
given me to do? Then let it be set-
tled also that as to the doing of it, it 
is put utterly beyond you. 
 
Christian Perfection 

This also was said long, long ago: “I 
know it is so of a truth; but how 
should man be just with God? If he 
will contend with Him, he cannot 
answer Him one of a thousand. . . . 
If I speak of strength, lo, he is 
strong: and if of judgment, who 
shall set me a time to plead?” 
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what then? “If I justify myself, mine 
own mouth shall condemn me.” If I 
can measure up myself to the satis-
faction of myself, and pronounce 
the balance settled; when it is set 
alongside of His estimate, my own 
estimate is so far short that it con-
demns me utterly. There is in it no 
basis of justification. “If I say, I am 
perfect, it [my own mouth] shall 
also prove me perverse. . . . 

 

My own standard of perfection, 
when set in the presence of His, and 
seen in the light of His, would be so 
far short that I myself would de-
spise it. . . . 
 
[L]et us forever abandon all idea 
that perfection is anything that we 
are to work out. Perfection is that to 
which we are to attain, nothing but 
that. God expects it, and He has 
made provision for it. That is what 
we were created for. The only ob-
ject of our existence is to be just 
that—perfect with God’s perfec-
tion. Remember that we are to be 
perfect with His character. His stan-
dard of character is to be ours. Yea, 
His character itself is to be ours. We 
are not to have one made like it; it 
itself is to be ours. And that alone is 
Christian perfection. 

 

[Jones goes on to quote three differ-
ent texts, the cumulative effects of 
which is that from eternity God’s 
purpose was to bring us to character 
perfection. Those texts are Ephe-
sians 3, 4; Colossians 1:19-22; and 
Ephesians 4:7-13.] 
 

By E. J. Waggoner 
Signs of the Times 
March 25, 1889 

 
We have heard many people tell how 
hard they found it to do right. Their 
Christian life was most unsatisfactory 
to them, being marked only by fail-
ure, and they were tempted to give 
up in discouragement. No wonder 
they get discouraged. Continual fail-
ure is enough to discourage anybody. 
The bravest soldier in the world 
would become faint-hearted if he 
had been defeated in every battle. 
Sometimes these persons will 
mournfully tell that they have about 
lost confidence in themselves. Poor 

souls. If they 
would only 
lose confi-
dence in them-
selves entirely 
and would put 
their whole 
trust in the 
One who is 
mighty to save, 
they would 
have a differ-

ent story to tell. 
They would then 

"joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." Says the apostle,  

 

"Rejoice in the Lord always, and 
again I say, Rejoice." Phil. 4:4. The 
man who doesn't rejoice in God, 
even though tempted and afflicted, is 
not fighting the good fight of faith. 
He is fighting the poor fight of self-
confidence and defeat. 
 
All the promises of final happiness 
are to the overcomer. "To him that 
overcometh," says Jesus, "will I give 
to sit with me in my throne, even as I 

also overcame and am set down 
with my Father in his throne." Rev. 
3:21. "He that overcometh shall in-
herit all things," says the Lord. Rev. 
21:7. An overcomer is one who 
gains victories. The inheriting is not 
the overcoming; that is only the re-
ward for overcoming. The over-
coming is now. The victories to be 
gained are victories over the lusts of 
the flesh, the lusts of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, victories over self 
and selfish indulgences. The man 
who fights and sees the foe give way 
may rejoice; nobody can keep him 
from rejoicing, for joy comes spon-
taneously as the result of seeing the 
enemy give way. Some folks look 
with dread upon the thought of 
having to wage a continual warfare 
with self and worldly lusts. That is 
because they do not as yet know 
anything about the joy of victory. 
They have experienced only defeat. 
But it isn't so doleful a thing to bat-
tle constantly, when there is contin-
ual victory. The old veteran of a 
hundred battles, who has been vic-
torious in every fight longs to be at 
the scene of conflict. Alexander's 
soldiers, who under his command 
never knew defeat, were always im-
patient to be led into the fray. Each 
victory increased their strength, 
which was born only of courage, 
and correspondingly diminished 
that of the vanquished foe. Now 
how may we gain continual victories 
in our spiritual warfare? 
 
Continual Victories 

Listen to the beloved disciple: 

       "I am crucified with Christ; 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me; and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved  
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me, and gave himself for me." Gal. 
2:10, emphasis supplied.  
 
Here is the secret of strength. It is Christ, 
the Son of God, the One to whom all 
power in heaven and earth is given, Who 
does the work.. If He lives in the heart 
to do the work, is it boasting to say 
that continual victories may be 
gained? Yes, it is boasting; but it is 
boasting in the Lord, and that is 
allowable. Says the psalmist, "My 
soul shall make her boast in the 
Lord" and Paul says, "God forbid 
that I should glory save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me and I 
unto the world." Gal. 6:14. 
(Emphasis Supplied) 
 
The soldiers of Alexander were 
reckoned invincible. Why? Was it 
because they were naturally stronger 
and more courageous than all their 
enemies? No, but because they were 
led by Alexander. Their strength 
was in his leadership. Under an-
other leader they would often have 
been defeated. When the Union 
army was fleeing panic-stricken be-
fore the enemy at Winchester, the 
presence of Sheridan turned their 
defeat into victory. Without him the 
men were a quaking mob. With him 
at their head they were an invincible 
army. If you had listened to the re-
marks after the battle of the soldiers 
who served under those and similar 
leaders, you would have heard the 
praises of their general mingled with 
all their rejoicing. They were strong 
because he was; they were inspired 
by the same spirit that he had.  
 

Well, our Captain is the Lord of 
hosts. He has met the chiefest foe 
of all and has vanquished him sin-
gle-handed. Those who follow Him 

invariably go forth conquering and 
to conquer. Oh, that those who pro-
fess to be His followers would put 
their trust in Him and then, by the 
repeated victories that they would 
gain, they would show forth the 
praises of Him who has called them 
out of darkness into His marvelous 
light. (Emphasis supplied) 
 
[Works by A. T. Jones and E. J. 
Waggoner may be obtained at 
TEACH Services, Leaves of Au-
tumn, and some other independent 
publishers.] 

Vol. 2, No 5 Page 4 

 

GEMS OF THOUGHT 

 

“Light is a blessing, a universal 
blessing, pouring forth its treas-
ures on a world unthankful, un-
holy, demoralized. So it is with 
the light of  the Sun of  Right-
eousness. The whole earth, 

wrapped as it is in the darkness 
of  sin and sorrow and pain, is 
to be lighted with the knowl-
edge of  God’s love. From no 

sect, rank, or class of  people is 
the light shining from heaven’s 

throne to be excluded”  

(Prophets & Kings, p. 719). 

REJOICE 

 

By Floyd Phillips 
 

“Her neighbors and her rela-
tives heard that the Lord 
had displayed His great 
mercy toward her; and they 
were rejoicing with 
her” (Luke 1:58, King James 

Version). 

 

“Her neighbors and relatives 
heard that the Lord had 
been very kind to her, and 
they shared her joy” (Ibid., 

God’s Word). 

 

“And her neighbors and her 
relatives heard that the Lord 
had magnified his gener-
osity toward her; and they 
rejoiced with her” (Ibid., 

Context Group Version). 

 

“And her neighbors and rela-
tives heard how the Lord 
had had great compassion 
on her; and they rejoiced 
with her” (Ibid, Weymouth 

New Testament). 

 

“Her neighbors and relatives 
got to hear how the Lord had 
been so mercifully kind to 
her, and they celebrated 

with her” (Ibid., Wiki). 

 

There are clues that I notice in this 
text that are drawing me to want to 
experience more of this kind of 
thing in my own life. No, I don't 
mean I want to have a baby and get 
lots of attention. What is creating a 
longing in me here is something 
that is increasingly foreign to our 
Western way of living and relating 
to each other—a kind of celebra-   



 

 

 

tion that joins us to the lives of 
those around us. This is counter to 
the independent mentality of our 
culture, a culture that is squeezing 
the very life out of our souls. 

 

I have to confess I am a product to 
a large extent of our culture. Being a 
natural introvert, all my life I have 
struggled to relate to others easily. 
Even as a teenager, a time when 
many people integrate 
widely with a network of 
friends and find it easier to 
bond with others, I re-
mained mostly alone, differ-
ent, outside, independent. 
Much of that had to do with 
my austere religious mental-
ity that compelled me to 
stay distant from others. Yet 
much of that had to do with 
false assumptions I had 
about what it means to live 
as a Christian. The idea of 
living more collectively, 
sharing my emotions and 
experiences readily with oth-
ers or sharing in theirs, has 
always felt very strange to 
me. In addition to all that, 
the concept of celebrating 
itself was generally viewed by most 
religious people in my life with deep 
suspicion. 

 

Eastern Culture 

But even beyond my own unique 
idiosyncrasies, I have observed that 
our Western culture in general en-
courages a fierce spirit of competi-
tion and independence that I believe 
may be holding us back from ex-
periencing life together in ways that 
come more naturally in many East-
ern cultures. I am sure those other 
cultures have their own drawbacks , 
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as well as I study Kingdom principles 
that I am discovering in Scripture, I 
can't help but see serious deficiencies 
in our typical approach to life that 
contrasts with the kind of joyful fel-
lowship that marked the lives of so 
many who closely followed God. 

 

I am sure that this text is largely re-
flective of the culture in that time 

and society. I am not suggesting this 
is completely absent in our own soci-
ety either. It is true that many people 
love to celebrate with others and 
some are also willing to be more in-
volved in sympathizing with the 
problems of others. But yet there is 
still a widespread and increasing ten-
dency today to pull away more and 
more from sharing our hearts with 
others in more vulnerable ways, to 
share our lives, our homes and be 
willing to open our souls up to be 
more transparent to allow others in 
to share in our personal lives. 

I am fully convinced that all who 
become serious about following 
Jesus and give Him access to their 
hearts will find themselves com-
pelled to become more involved in 
each others experience. It seems to 
be an inevitable symptom of any-
one who becomes a genuine fol-
lower of Christ. What I find de-
scribed about the early group of 
believers after Pentecost was no 
accident. The intense bonding, 
unity and joy that marked the lives 
of those early believers will again 
be seen in the lives of all who to-
day become filled with the same 
Spirit that compelled them to pas-
sionately share the good news 
about God with a deceived, fright-
ened, hurting and increasingly iso-
lated world. 

 

Attributes of God 

Another thing that caught my at-
tention in this passage was the ref-
erence to God's character and atti-
tude towards us. I liked the way 
that various translations rendered 
this. Mercy, kindness, generosity, com-
passion. These are attributes of God 
that I have been choosing to medi-
tate and focus on over recent years 
with amazing results. I find that 
when I compel myself to intention-
ally focus on the real truth about 
God's character, especially when 
my own emotions and fears and 
feelings hide His goodness from 
me, I can begin to dissipate the 
suffocating effects of negative feel-
ings and can literally feel the life of 
God rejuvenating my own spirit in 
a short time. By beholding I really 
am becoming changed. 

      Celebrating the Birth of John the Baptist 
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Putting these observations together 
it is starting to become obvious that 
it is necessary to not only focus on 
the truth about God's goodness in-
dividually but to allow myself col-
lectively to be involved in celebrat-
ing His goodness and generosity in 
the lives of others around me. That 
is the part that I find a bit strange 
given my life-long propensity to-
wards isolation and independence. 
While I believe there are advantages 
to not allowing group-think to un-
duly influence my decisions and be-
liefs, at the same time there is a dan-
ger in living so isolated that I be-
come incapable of experiencing the 
kind of joy that I see being experi-
enced in this celebration that 
swirled around Elizabeth. 

 

I find that various translations of 
this verse are helpful to me even in 
this. They celebrated with her; they 
rejoiced with her; they shared her joy. 
Given the enhanced definition of 
joy that I learned in recent years – 
joy is what we experience when 
someone is keen to simply be with 
us in our emotions and experience – 
I have become more acutely aware 
of my own real need for much more 
joy in my own life and for the in-
creased emotional strength that it 
could bring me. 

 

To experience joy one also has to be 
willing to make one’s self more 
available to allow others to share in 
their own life. It is not enough for 
someone else to want to be with me 
and enter into what is going on in 
my life, as important or rare as that 
may already be. But it takes two or 
more to actually share joy which is 
the part where I still seem rather 
handicapped in being able to  

my own life. 
 
The Genuine vs. the Contrived 

Of course I could attempt to rem-
edy this by attempting to learn new 
skills, to try practicing activities to 
make it appear I can experience joy 
with others. I could study carefully 
all the techniques of what it looks 
like to join in a good party. I could 
try to mimic the actions of others 
who seem to be having a rollicking 
good time, and I suspect that mil-
lions of people may be trying to do 
exactly that. However, it also is evi-
dent that such attempts generally 
end in frustration, feelings of de-
spair and sometimes even disas-
trously. Our world is scarred by the 
many attempts to fill the yawning 
chasm of emptiness that most of us 
feel inside, one that can only be 
filled by experiencing true joy. In-
stead we medicate ourselves in des-
perate attempts to mask our real 
need with more 'shots' of pleasure. 
But there is a vast difference be-
tween seeking temporary pleasure 
and experiencing real satisfaction at 
a deep level. 
 
I notice that Jesus talked about joy 
in ways that I find quite compelling. 
He spoke of entering into the joy of 
the Lord. He talked about fullness of 
joy and other such references that 
tell me He knows we are missing 
something that is vitally important 
for us. For many years even the 
word 'joy' seemed like little more 
than just a taunt for me. Biblical 
instructions to rejoice were just reli-
gious clichés that had no connec-
tion in real life for me. Yet all the 
while my heart longed for some ex-
perience of true joy and connected-
ness to other hearts, and that still 
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practice. When I observe people 
around me or in stories like this who 
have far greater capacity and willing-
ness to eagerly share joy with each 
other, it exposes my own deep defi-
ciency in this area. Thankfully, God 
is working to restore me. 

 

This text says that it was her 
neighbors and relatives who were 
sharing in her joy. I find that convict-
ing in the light of the fact that not 
only do I know almost nothing about 
any of my neighbors, but also that 
most of my relatives are not only dis-
tant physically but we have never 

been able to be emotionally close like 
what I see happening in this story. So 
many of us, especially in our current 
culture, have been taught to put our 
primary emphasis on the training of 
our intellect, to acquire as much in-
formation as possible and to memo-
rize all the answers to any potential 
questions we might encounter. We 
have learned many skills and have 
continued to supplement our library 
of knowledge for many years. Yet 
when it comes to genuinely sharing 
in the emotions of those around us, 
we often find ourselves feeling 
clumsy and awkward and resistant. 
And that seems especially true for 



 

 

 
 

 

learned a great deal of wonderful 
new information about joy that has 
filled my mind with all sorts of 
truths about God, and that has 
made me increasingly even more 
hungry to know Him much better. 
Yet I still feel far behind when it 
comes to actually living in joy and 
tapping into the enormous power 
that I am beginning to perceive that 
can only come from living in genu-
ine joy as we were designed to have. 
 
God’s Real Desire 

I suspect that even the happy de-
scription of this celebration in the 
life of Zacharias and Elizabeth 
when their son was born falls far 
short of God's real desire for us. As 
intense as that celebration might 
have been and as unusual the cir-
cumstances were that precipitated 
that party, what they experienced 
was just a teaser compared to what 
God wants us to experience in fel-
lowship with Him and in the body 
He is currently knitting together. I 
see that sin has damaged us and 
causes us to keep our distance from 
each other. Yet keeping others at a 
distance is not something Jesus ever 
practiced when He came to reveal 
to us the truth about God. And all 
of us who are serious about follow-
ing Him must sooner or later face 
this same issue and reexamine the 
way we relate to others, especially 
those who want to be integrated 
deeply into His body. 
 
It is one thing to talk about joy, to 
dissect and analyze it, and become 
intellectual experts about it or even 
attempt to imitate those who seem 
to know how to experience it with 
others. But somehow God has to 
become so integrated into our lives 
that our own emotions can be re-

leased to again function as they were 
originally designed to. Then we can 
start to become truly free from our 
fears, inhibitions and the many lies 
that have locked us in reclusive isola-
tion for so long in our homes or 
have compelled us to indulge our-
selves in vain attempts to find lasting 
happiness. 

 

I look with great anticipation toward 
the time when I will more fully ex-
perience what I am learning about 

that is de-
signed to 
cause my 
heart to 
thrive. I am 
eager to be 
released from 
all that pre-
vents me 
from express-
ing the 

unique design 
that God created in me along with 
sharing and celebrating the unique-
ness of others. The more I discover 
about this kind of joy the more I 
long to know it for myself. 
 
“Suffer the Little Children . . .” 

Something that keeps coming to my 
attention is how much I could learn 
from little children. They seem to be 
about the only experts left in this 
world when it comes to knowing 
how to be genuinely, naturally joyful 
– joy-filled without inhibitions – at 
least before they are 'carefully taught' 
how to be afraid or become preju-
diced and suspicious. No wonder 
Jesus said that unless we are willing 
to become like a little child that it 
will be impossible to enter into His 
kingdom. 
 

Jesus promised that He would never 
leave us or forsake us, that He 
would be with us always. That 
sounds like a promise of joy to me. 
Yet the thought just crossed my 
mind that, because many of the 
things I was taught growing up tend 
to contradict that truth, I may well 
be predisposed to doubt His posi-
tive presence in my life. For in-
stance, I was told as a young person 
that if I were to enter a theater that 
my guardian angel would remain 
outside until I emerged again. Such 
warnings that God would some-
times leave me subconsciously led 
me to assume that God only wanted 
to be with those who were good or 
obedient, so I needed to work 
harder at being good enough to 
earn His approval. Yet over the 
years, increasingly I never felt good 
enough for God and subconsciously 
assumed that He did not want to be 
with me unless I got my act to-
gether better. 
 
Now in the increasing light of fresh 
revelations of truth about how God 
relates to sinners, I am now discov-
ering that many of those early as-
sumptions were not only false but 
were crafted by Satan to frighten 
and discourage me and block me 
from being drawn to God. We all 
live in a world immersed in myriads 
of lies about God, most of which go 
unnoticed and unchallenged. But 
God is at work to increasingly ex-
pose these lies by revealing the real 
truth about His own trustworthi-
ness, His constant, irrepressible love 
and His increased presence. So joy 
is never really far away from any of 
us but is waiting for anyone willing 
to simply believe Him. Sounds like 
something Jesus might have said.  

_____ 
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By Jan Longpre  

 

Do you ever get lonely? Do 
you sometimes wish you could 
just get away from business as 
usual—the way things are 
done in this world—and enjoy 
for awhile the beauty and per-
fection of  God, the way He 
really is? Such is the opportunity 
Servant God: The Cosmic Conflict Over 
God’s Trustworthiness offers us in this 
new work. Each chapter, complete 
in itself, delves profoundly into the 
subject of God’s character, to 

deepen our understanding of why, 
and if we do not come away with a 
new anointing of the Holy Spirit 
then we are not paying attention. 
“Thy words were found, and I did 
eat them; and thy word was unto 
me the joy and rejoicing of mine 

heart” (Jeremiah 15:16). 
 
Our sin-sick planet, Brad Cole as-
serts, "is engaged in a cosmic conflict 
of such mammoth proportions that 
the peace and security of the entire 
universe hangs in the balance."  It is 
a war not fought with guns and tanks 
but with Satan’s words spoken to our 
first parents, when he convinced 
them that God was untrustworthy. 

 

Such a statement may lead some to 
question this thesis, if Cole and the 
many knowledgeable writers who 
contribute to the book didn't expand 
the theme with Scripture and new 
insights and ideas, which they do. 
"Eternal life is having a true knowl-
edge of God and his character and 
entering into a very real and personal 
relationship with him," Cole states. 
 

 

The Book of Job 

But if a merciful God allows destruc-
tion of so many kinds on the earth, 
how is humanity to develop that kind 
of relationship with him?  It is ex-
plained, in many ways, how Jesus 
came to clear up the confusion, "how 
he came to restore us back into a 
loving relationship with 
God."  Dorothee Cole, in her chap-
ter titled "Why Do We Suffer," 
shows through the book of Job how 
God is not the one who is out to in-

flict misery upon His creatures, and 
how, through the flood that de-
stroyed the planet, God attempted 
to rescue people from their dark 
spiritual surroundings. 

 

Tom Ewall states the theme around 
which the entire book revolves, that 
the most important aspect of faith is 
our mental picture of God as re-
vealed in Jesus Christ.  The idea that 
the God of the universe is a stern, 
punishing figure who destroys those 
who don't follow His dictates is it-
self destroyed, to be replaced by His 
love as shown through the life and 
death of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

God’s Portrait  
Twenty-nine chapters written by 
nineteen authors cover the great 
controversy theme with the slant, as 
it should be, in favor of the benign 
and beautiful character of Jesus. 
Each chapter may be read in the 
quiet of personal devotional time 
and as the title interests the 
reader.  Together they complete the 
portrait of a loving God who at-
tempts to save his people from the 
misunderstanding of his charac-
ter.  The book is both scholarly with 
its many footnotes and easy to read. 
 
If there is a down side to this work, 
it may be in what it does not say, 
rather than what it says. For many 
years I was perplexed at the Bible’s 
presentation of God’s character. I 
finally realized through a compari-
son of Scripture that it is not God 
who does the destroying as is so 
often implied.  It was then that I 
was ready to believe his beautiful 
character of love as the book reveals 
  ( Cont’d on page 18)             
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The first angel of  Reve-
lation 14 presents a mes-
sage designed to shake 
the earth at its darkest 
hour. It is a message to 
rouse the sleeping vir-
gins who wait for the 
Bridegroom. It is the essence 

of the message Jesus gave to His 
disciples to ignite the flame that will 
sweep round the world. In its 
whole, it is everything required to 
prepare a people for the crisis. It is 
the total of what we require to con-
nect ourselves with our God. 
 
Previously we have looked at the 
first two parts of that message; now 
we will look at the third. Besides 
some preliminaries, Revelation 14:6, 
7 states, “Fear God and give glory 
to Him. . . .” 
 
Fear God  
The dictionary calls it deep rever-
ence or awe, but the Bible defines 
fear in another very specific way 
through the story of Abraham. As 

that old patriarch brought up the 
knife, ready to plunge it into the 
heart of Isaac, a Voice came from 
heaven saying, “Do not lay your 
hand on the lad, or do anything to 
him; for now I know that you fear 
God, since you have not withheld 
your son, your only son, from 
Me” (Genesis 22:12; emphasis sup-
plied). 
 
But how could Abraham consider 
something as terrible as killing his 
own son? The answer lies in He-
brews 11:17-19. “By faith Abraham, 
when he was tested, offered up 
Isaac . . . of whom it was said, ‘In 
Isaac your seed shall be 
called,’ concluding that God 
was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead.” Abra-
ham had “concluded” that 
Isaac would live through 
this strange experience, be-
cause God had promised 
that Isaac would have chil-
dren, he didn’t have them as 
yet, and “the word of God is 
living and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged 
sword” (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
From David to John the 
Baptist, the great and small 

heroes of Scripture use words of 
God to pattern their life and answer 
their difficulties, enabling them to 
move forward as God has called 
them. From these examples, 
“fearing God” is defined as a way of 
life dependant not on what we see 
and hear, but rather, upon the 
promises of Almighty God.  
 
Another name for this is faith. And 
our faith grows, not because we 
have some general feeling that God 
loves us more than others, but be-
cause we have received more words 
of God. In Romans 10:13-17, Paul 
recognizes the critical effect of de-
livering the words of God to those 
who have never before heard them. 
In this case he uses the promise in 
Joel 2:32. “[W]hoever calls on the 
name of the LORD shall be saved,” 
and asks, how can people “call” 
who have never heard this promise, 
concluding that faith comes, faith 
grows, when we receive the words 
of God. Consequently, to increase 
your faith, you need only increase 
the words of God you have re-
ceived. 
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“Give glory to God” 
The Biblical definition of “give 
glory to God,” the second portion 
of the angel’s message, yields an 
equaling enlightening explanation. 
Some of the Scriptural examples 
make sense, such as a leper giving 
glory to God for healing, but Achan 
seems to give glory to God prior to 
being stoned to death for stealing 
from Jericho, and the Pharisees ex-
hort a man to give glory to God by 
condemning Jesus for working on 
the Sabbath. But the answer to this 
conundrum may lie in Isaiah 42:8 
and Luke 4:6. In Isaiah, God says, 
“My glory I will not give another,” 
and in Luke, Satan says, “I give my 
glory to whomever I wish.” So the 
real question is, Whose glory does 
God want? 
 
There are examples of the Father 
giving glory to the Son (John 12:27-
30) and of the Son giving glory to 
the Father (John 17:4). But there are 
other examples where people were 
the conduit by which the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit gave glory to 
each other. Philippians 1:11 says, 
“[B]eing filled with the fruits of 
righteousness which are by Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God.” Christ gives us the fruit of 
righteousness so that the Father can 
be glorified. And in Acts 3:12-16 
Peter explains that the lame man 
beside the road was healed because, 
“The God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, the God of our fathers, glori-
fied His Servant Jesus.” 
 
When we enter into the divine mind 
by yielding to the promises of God 
(2 Peter 1:3, 4), we become the 
means by which God’s will is per-
formed on the earth through the 
mechanism of giving glory to God. 

Romans 8:26-28 describes the proc-
ess by which Jesus searches our 
heart, and tells the Holy Spirit what 
we need to hear. The Holy Spirit 
speaks to us what we need to learn 
and in doing so glorifies Jesus (John 
16:14). We act on that information in 
Jesus name that He might be glori-
fied (Acts 3:16). Jesus presents our 
petition to the Father who creates 
the miracle so that Jesus might be 
glorified (Acts 3:13), and that mira-
cle, in turn, advances the Father’s 
mission on earth so that the Father 
might be glorified (Philippians 2:10-
11). When humans perform God’s 
mission on earth, it results in the giv-

ing of glory to God in the highest. 
 
“The Hour of His Judgment Has 
Come”  
Now the angel’s message changes 
from what to why. Why the urgency? 
To the cry for fundamental changes 
in the lives of God’s people are 
added the element of time, or more 
precisely, that time is running out. 

But to what event is the clock tick-
ing? And what are the consequences 
of that event? In the same way that 
we used the story of Abraham to 
gain insight into fearing God, do we 
have any stories in the Bible to help 
us define an hour of judgment? 
 
Stephen stood at just such an hour. 
The Apostles had originally chosen 
Stephen to help with the distribu-
tion to the widows. But very soon 
the Holy Spirit had moved him to 
do greater things. Acts 6:8 says, 
“And Stephen, full of faith and 
power, did great wonders and signs 
among the people.” Faith and 
power – good descriptions of fear-
ing God and partaking of the divine 

nature─may have allowed Stephen 
to be the catalyst for wonders and 
signs, but they also made him ene-
mies amongst the Jewish leaders.  
 
Hauled before court, falsely accused 
of blasphemy, Stephen begins to 
speak. The sermon seems to be a 
history of the Jewish nation, but the 
underlying theme of the oration is 
judgment. Stephen describes how, 
decades before Israel and his twelve 
sons had moved to Egypt, and God 
had pronounced a future judgment 
on that nation. Then, when God 
had sent Moses as a deliverer for 
His people, that judgment was car-
ried out.  
 
But when the people rejected God 
as ruler through rejecting Moses, 
God judged Israel as He has judged 
Egypt, and that judgment was car-
ried out, so that of all the adult 
population that left Egypt, only two 

entered Canaan─a land where 
God’s judgments against the indige-
nous population drove out the ene-
mies of Israel. 
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At one point in the sermon, 
Stephen reminds the council that 
Moses had predicted that “The 
LORD your God will raise up for 
you a Prophet like me from your 
brethren.” As he nears the end of 
his speech, he reminds those listen-
ing of the peril of speaking about 
the coming Prophet saying, “Which 
of the prophets did your fathers not 
persecute? And they killed those 
who foretold the coming of the Just 
One, of whom you now have be-
come the betrayers and murder-
ers, who have received the law by 
the direction of angels and have not 
kept it” (Acts 7:52, 53). The hour of 
their judgment had come. 
 
The council is well aware that 
Stephen has been brought before 
them specifically for the things he 
has said about Jesus of Nazareth. 
He now refers to Jesus as the Just 
One, making the parallel that, hav-
ing refused Moses as a ruler and a 
judge, these leaders are refusing the 
Prophet as well. Acts 7:54 says, 
“When they heard these things they 
were cut to the heart.” They com-
pletely and utterly believed Stephen 
who now stares upward and says, 
“Look! I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!” (Acts 7:36). 
 
The council remembers scripture, 
and at this moment (although they 
don’t say it) is in complete agree-
ment with what Stephen says. 
Verses would have come to the 
mind of everyone present. Perhaps 
they remembered Daniel 12:1, “At 
that time Michael shall stand up, 
The great prince who stands watch 
over the sons of your people; And 
there shall be a time of trouble, 
Such as never was since there was a 

nation.” Maybe they recalled Psalm 
82:1, “God stands in the congrega-
tion of the mighty; He judges among 
the gods,” or perhaps Isaiah 3:13, 
“The LORD stands up to plead, And 
stands to judge the people,” or 
maybe they themselves had stood to 
deliver a judgment, as Ezekiel 44:24 
says, “In controversy they shall stand 
as judges.” 
 
Whatever spark of recognition may 
have burst into their consciousness, 
the council members found them-
selves faced with two incontroverti-
ble facts: Jesus really was the Messiah 
and having the Son of Man standing 
with God meant that the Judgment 
had come. In response to this cer-
tainty, Acts 7:57 records what hap-
pened next. “Then they cried out 
with a loud voice, stopped their ears, 
and ran at him with one accord; and 

they cast him out of the city and 
stoned him.” 
 
The Jewish leaders did not stone 
Stephen for blasphemy. They did not 
stone him for being a liar. They 
stoned Stephen because they knew he 
told the truth. And the one thing that 
God was asking of them, the one 
thing that Stephen pointed them to-

ward, was the one thing they re-
fused to do. At the end of his ser-
mon, before calling the leaders a 
bunch of stiff-necked, uncircum-
cised resistors of the Holy Spirit, 
Stephan quotes from Isaiah 66:1, 2a, 
which says, ”Heaven is My throne, 
And earth is My footstool. What 
house will you build for Me? says 
the LORD, Or what is the place of 
My rest? Has My hand not made all 
these things?” The rest of the pas-
sage, which Stephen never com-
pletes, contains the answer to that 
question. “But on this one will I 
look: On him who is poor and of a 
contrite spirit, And who trembles at 
My word.” 
 
It was not enough for these leaders 
to have a knowledge of the Bible. It 
was not even enough that they were 
convinced of the truth of Jesus 
Christ. They believed that Jesus of 
Nazareth was the promised Son of 
God even as they stoned Stephen to 
death. When their moment of deci-
sion came, their hearts remained 
stony and impervious to change. At 
their moment of judgment, it was 
not God that threw them out. To 
give their soul to God was too high 
a price for these men to pay and 
they despised God for asking it of 
them.  So they ran from the grace 
offered within the camp of the peo-
ple of God and chose instead a life 
outside the kingdom, burning 
bridges and stoning prophets to em-
phasize their resolve. 
 
God Reveals the Time  
As dramatic as this moment was for 
the Jewish nation, it was not a sur-
prising one. God had revealed the 
time for this decision down to the 
very day, and possibly the very mo-
ment of the very day, to the prophet 
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hundred years previously. “Seventy 
weeks are determined For your peo-
ple and for your holy city, To finish 
the transgression, To make an end 
of sins, To make reconciliation for 
iniquity, To bring in everlasting 
righteousness, To seal up vision and 
prophecy, And to anoint the Most 
Holy . . . from the going forth of 
the command To restore and build 
Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, 
There shall be seven weeks and 
sixty-two weeks . . . Then he shall 
confirm a covenant with many for 
one week; But in the middle of the 
week He shall bring an end to sacri-
fice and offering” (Daniel 9:24-27). 

 

Students of Bible prophecy, both 
today and in Roman times, are ex-
tremely familiar with this passage. It 
is universally acknowledged to begin 
in the fall of 457 BC when the de-
cree from Artaxerxes Longimanus 
establishes and funds the rebuilding 
of Jerusalem. And, 69 prophetic 
weeks of prophecy later, with just 
the crucial final week remaining, 
Jesus is baptized and commences 
His ministry. And, while the people 
were confused as to the mission 
itself, the Jewish nation searched 
continually for that prophecy’s pro-
tagonist. 
 
For example, the religious leaders 
made a trip to the Jordan River to 
ask John the Baptist if he was the 
Prophet foretold by Moses, or 
Elijah, or the Messiah (John 1:19-
21). After John’s beheading and as 
Jesus became well known, people 
begin to identify Jesus as either 
Elijah or the Prophet (Mark 6: 14-
16). And within the group of disci-
ples they acknowledge Jesus as the 
Messiah and the Prophet (Matthew 
16:16, John 1:40, 45). The identity 

of the Messiah was very much on 
people’s minds. And if identifying 
the Messiah was a topic of conversa-
tion, the priests, Levites and the 
teachers of the law could hardly miss 
that with the coming of the Messiah 
would shortly also be the time “to 
finish the transgression, to make an 
end of sins.” 
 
“Christ Our Passover” 
In the spring of 31 AD, just three 
and a half years later, Jesus 
dies, putting to an end for-
ever any need for further 
sacrificial offerings. “For it 
is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and goats 
could take away sins. . . . 
But this Man, after He had 
offered one sacrifice for 
sins forever, sat down at 
the right hand of 
God” (Hebrews 10:4, 12). 
Even if we had only 
Daniel 9 for reference, we 
could see that an impor-
tant event involving a “putting an 
end of sins” would occur in the fall 
of 34 AD, the closing date of the 
prophecy. But God has provided ad-
ditional timing marks to allow an 
even more exact prediction. 
 
The time and place for Jesus death 
had been chosen for maximum ef-
fect. Passover was the first of three 
feasts that required the Jewish people 
to gather together at Jerusalem, and 
thousands were present as Jesus 
made his triumphal entry on the first 
day of the week. They had come 
from all the known world, gathered 
together to celebrate a great national 
and religious event. The Passover 
commemorated God’s deliverance 
from bondage in Egypt, and over the 
hundreds of years since it began, the 

days and the rituals had been ob-
served exactly as to time and event. 
“This month shall be your begin-
ning of months; it shall be the first 
month of the year to you. Speak to 
all the congregation of Israel, saying: 
‘On the tenth of this month every 
man shall take for himself a lamb, 
according to the house of his father, 
a lamb for a household . . . Now 
you shall keep it until the fourteenth 
day of the same month. Then the 

whole assembly of 
the congregation of 
Israel shall kill it at 
twilight” (Exodus 
12:2-6). 
 
Probably as a prac-
tical matter, to deal 
with the crowds of 
people needing a 
Passover lamb, by 
the time of Jesus, 
the slaying of the 
lamb and eating the 
Passover meal 

could occur anytime from the late 
afternoon on the 13th until sundown 
of the 14th. Luke 22:7-8 says,” Then 
came the Day of Unleavened Bread, 
when the Passover must be killed. 
And He sent Peter and John, saying, 
“Go and prepare the Passover for 
us, that we may eat.” But in John 
18:28, the men trying to put Jesus to 
death had still not had their Pass-
over meal. “Then they led Jesus 
from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, 
and it was early morning. But they 
themselves did not go into the Prae-
torium, lest they should be defiled, 
but that they might eat the Pass-
over.” 
 
But the Passover meal itself was just 
a part of a much longer celebration. 
God gave Moses further instruc- 
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tions for the people to follow, once 
they had entered the land of prom-
ise and settled into an agricultural 
lifestyle. “’On the fourteenth day of 
the first month at twilight is the 
LORD’s Passover. And on the fif-
teenth day of the same month is the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread to the 
LORD; seven days you must eat 
unleavened bread. On the first day 
you shall have a holy convocation; 
you shall do no customary work on 
it. But you shall offer an offering 
made by fire to the LORD for seven 
days. The seventh day shall be a 
holy convocation; you shall do no 
customary work on it’ And the 
LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
‘Speak to the children of Israel, and 
say to them: “When you come into 
the land which I give to you, and 
reap its harvest, then you shall bring 
a sheaf of the firstfruits of your har-
vest to the priest.  He shall wave the 
sheaf before the LORD, to be ac-
cepted on your behalf; on the day 
after the Sabbath the priest shall 
wave it.”’” (Leviticus 23:5-10). 
 
So the Passover celebration was 
made up of these activities that were 
to be performed on particular dates: 
Day 10 – a lamb is chosen; Day 14 
– the lamb is slain’ Day 15 - holy 
convocation or Sabbath is cele-
brated’ and on Day 16 – a ceremony 
is performed where the first grain of 
the harvest is brought before the 
altar. 
 
Each of these details, and more that 
time does not allow us to consider, 
is a prophecy concerning the life 
and death of Jesus. According to 
John 12:1,2,12,13 “[S]ix days before 
the Passover, Jesus came to Beth-
any, where Lazarus was who had 
been dead, whom He had raised 
from the dead.  There they made 

Him a supper . . . The next day a 
great multitude that had come to 
the feast, when they heard that 
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 
took branches of palm trees and 
went out to meet Him, and cried 
out:  ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the LORD!’ 
The King of Israel!” 
 
“Six days before the Passover” 
would mean that the feast at Beth-
any would have occurred on Day 
8, a Sabbath, and probably contin-
ued into the night, which would 
have been Day 9. The next morn-
ing would have certainly been Day 
9 as Jesus began His triumphal 

entrance into Jerusalem. Accord-
ing to John 11:18, Bethany was a 
mere two miles from Jerusalem, 
yet, according to Mark 11:11, 
“Jesus went into Jerusalem and 
into the temple. So when He had 
looked around at all things, as the 
hour was already late, He went 
out to Bethany with the twelve.”  
 
What an occasion! The story of 
the resurrection of Lazarus had 
spread, and the great festival 
crowd now focused solely on Je-
sus. “[T]he people, who were with 
Him when He called Lazarus out 
of his tomb and raised him from 

the dead, bore witness.  For this rea-
son the people also met Him, because 
they heard that He had done this 
sign” (John 12:17-18). The two miles 
must have been more like a party than 
a parade, with everyone shouting, 
“Hosanna!” and standing ready to re-
ceive their King. 
 
But in the crowd was a group who 
were not ready to receive Jesus. And 
after Jesus cleared the temple, the 
chief priests met to agree that Jesus 
had to die. According to Mark 11:12, 
this occurred the day after the Trium-

phal Procession, or on Day 10─the 
same day that these same men would 
choose the official Passover lamb to 

display in the temple for all to 
see. 
 
Day 10 Through Day 16 

Day 10─Displayed in the 
Temple, the lamb and the 
Lamb. Many, if not most, of 
Jesus’ encounters with the 
teachers of the law occur be-
tween the 10th and the 13th day 
of this month. “So they 
watched Him, and sent spies 
who pretended to be right-
eous, that they might seize on 

His words, in order to deliver Him to 
the power and the authority of the 
governor” (Luke 20:20). Each morn-
ing Jesus boldly entered the temple 
and spoke with every person who ap-
proached Him. In all of these encoun-
ters, Jesus was found worthy to be 
our Lamb. Each evening He slipped 
out and in the darkness found His 
way outside the city to sleep.  
 

Day 14─Christ the Lamb dies at 
evening. “[I]t was about the sixth 
hour, and there was darkness over all 
the earth until the ninth hour. Then 
the sun was darkened, and the veil of 
the temple was torn in two. And  
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when Jesus had cried out with a 
loud voice, He said, ‘Father, into 
Your hands I commit My spirit.’ 
Having said this, He breathed His 
last” (Luke 23:44-46). The ninth 
hour would have been about three 
o’clock in the afternoon. The veil is 
torn apart because there is no longer 
a need for it. Nor is there any longer 
any need for a lamb sacrifice.  
 

Day 16─Christ the first fruits of 
the harvest, is presented before 
the Father. “Now on the first day 
of the week . . . she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, and did 
not know that it was Jesus. . . 
.  Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She 
turned and said to Him, 
‘Rabboni!’ (which is to say, 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not 
cling to Me, for I have not yet as-
cended to My Father; but go to My 
brethren and say to them, “I am 
ascending to My Father and your 
Father, and to My God and your 
God’’” (John 20:1-17). Even as this 
exchange occurs, a parade assem-
bles in Jerusalem. There may have 
even been the sound of choirs sing-
ing psalms and the drumming of 
marching feet as the priests de-
scended from the temple mount to 
the ceremonial harvest of two 
sheaves of barley, which they would 
present before the altar in the tem-
ple at Jerusalem. At that moment, as 
the sheaves were waved before the 
altar along with a lamb sacrifice 
(Leviticus 23:12), Jesus expected to 
be presented before the throne in 
heaven.  
 
In all these cases, and more, the 
symbol and the reality met together 
on time. Jesus was chosen as our 
Lamb on time. He died as our Lamb 
on time. He was presented before 
the Father as the firstfruits of the 

harvest on time. 
 
And that did not end with the 
Passover. The next festival was 
Pentecost, called that because it 
was celebrated fifty days (Pente is 
Greek for “fifty”) from the cere-
mony of the wave sheath. It was a 
time to celebrate the anniversary 
of the giving of the Law at Mount 
Sinai (Exodus 19:1) and the cove-
nant with God which created Is-
rael as a nation (Exodus 24:7). 
The fifty days 
begin with a 
presentation 
of raw grain 
and the cere-
monial eating 
of unleavened 
bread and end 
with the pres-
entation of 
two enor-
mous, leaven filled loaves of bread 
before the alter. The grain has 
been processed and combined 
with a substance that changes it 
completely. 
 
It was at Pentecost that the Holy 
Spirit was given, that Christ’s 
church was created, and raw hu-
man beings were processed, com-
bined with the Spirit of God, and 
changed completely. But what was 
Jesus doing while tongues of fire 
descended on His people? He-
brews 8:2 calls Jesus “a High 
Priest, who is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty 
in the heavens, a Minister of the 
sanctuary and of the true taberna-
cle which the Lord erected, and 
not man.” 
 
The true tabernacle in heaven 
would have needed to be prepared 
for its role in salvation. The new 

Priest would have needed to be dedi-
cated as well. According to Leviticus 
chapters 8 and 9, sacrificial blood was 
required to prepare the earthly taber-
nacle for service and to dedicate 
Aaron, its high priest. But Christ 
brought a better sacrifice into the 
Heavenly Tabernacle. “Therefore it 
was necessary that the copies of the 
things in the heavens should be puri-
fied with these, but the heavenly 
things themselves with better sacri-
fices than these” (Hebrews 9:23). 

 
In the Heavenlies 
Forty days after 
His resurrection, 
Jesus ascended to 
heaven with an 
admonition to His 
disciples to wait for 
the coming Holy 
Spirit (Acts 1:4). 
After what must 

have been the grandest triumphal en-
try in the history of the universe, Jesus 
must have immediately begun the 
dedication of the Temple and the 
anointing for High Priesthood with 
His own blood. As every person who 
has celebrated Hanukah is aware, the 
process of dedication takes eight days 
and at the end of that time, the High 
Priest blesses the people. When Jesus 
had finished these preparations in 
heaven, and as His people huddled in 
prayer in an upper room in Jerusalem, 
our High Priest pronounced this 
blessing: “The LORD bless you and 
keep you; The LORD make His face 
shine upon you, And be gracious to 
you; The LORD lift up His counte-
nance upon you, And give you 
peace” (Number 6:24-26). The old 
blessing is now re-imagined as the 
impetus for the delivery of the Holy 
Spirit to the new church under the new 
covenant, at just the right time. 
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These Jewish festival symbols and 
timetables were not discarded after 
Passover, and we should still find 
meaning and punctuality as we pon-
der them.  
 
Now let us consider the exact mo-
ment Stephen was stoned. Three 

and a half years had passed since 
Jesus’ death on the cross, but Jesus 
gives us one more hint during that 
crucial Passover week. On Day 
10—the day that the Passover lamb 
is chosen for sacrifice, and the day 
that Jesus was condemned to death 
by the council, Jesus curses a fig 
tree. “Now the next day, when they 
had come out from Bethany, He 
was hungry. And seeing from afar a 
fig tree having leaves, He went to 
see if perhaps He would find some-
thing on it. When He came to it, He 
found nothing but leaves, for it was 
not the season for 
figs. In response 
Jesus said to it, 
‘Let no one eat 
fruit from you 
ever again’” (Mark 
11:12-14). 
 
The next day, the 
tree already ap-
peared withered 
and the disciples commented on it. 
Jesus’ response indicates that this is 
an answer to prayer (Mark 11:20-
24). Could Jesus have actually been 
angry that He had to go hungry? 
Would the Father have answered 
such a prayer, or is it more likely 
that Jesus is creating a visual parable 
concerning the lack of fruit dis-
played by the Jewish nation? If so, 
Jesus has started the clock ticking 
on the 3 ½ year final countdown to 
judgment. A countdown which be-
gan on the 10th day of the first 
month of 31 AD would be com-

pleted on the 10th day of the sev-
enth month of 34 AD.  
 
Day of Atonement 
But that day is also a very special 
day on the Jewish calendar. “Also 
the tenth day of this seventh 
month shall be the Day of Atone-
ment. It shall be a holy convoca-
tion for you; you shall afflict your 
souls, and offer an offering made 
by fire to the Lord” (Leviticus 
23:27). The Day of Atonement, or 
Day of Judgment is exactly at the 
end of the 490-year Daniel 9 
prophecy. At a time very near to 
Stephen’s blood covering the 
ground, a suitable man would 
have led the scapegoat into the 
wilderness, and the high priest, 
who officiated at Stephen’s trial 
(Acts 7:1), would have declared 
that, yet again, the nation of Israel 

was en-
tirely free 
of sin. “For 
on that day 
the priest 
shall make 
atonement 
for you to 
cleanse 
you,  that 
you may be 

clean from all your sins before the 
Lord” (Leviticus 16:30). 
 
The Day of Atonement was the 
most solemn day on the Jewish 
calendar. While the high priest 
offered the atoning sacrifice, all 
the nation of Israel were to 
“afflict their souls.” This phrase is 
repeated many times in the in-
structions given by God. “It shall 
be to you a sabbath of solemn rest 
and you shall afflict your souls; on 
the ninth day of the month at eve-
ning, from evening to evening, 

you shall celebrate your Sab-
bath” (Leviticus 23:32). The conse-
quences of continuing to harbor sin 
on that day were harsh. “For any per-
son who is not afflicted in soul on 
that same day shall be cut off from his 
people” (Leviticus 23:29). 
 
The people were in a state of deep 
self-assessment throughout the day, 
turning to God for remembrances of 
anything that needed to be placed be-
fore the altar. Any sins that came to 
mind were brought to the temple 
where the high priest was already per-
forming the ritual cleansing for his 
family, for the people and for the 
temple itself. As the sun descended to 
the horizon, the record of all con-
fessed past sin was placed upon the 
scapegoat (Leviticus 16:20-22), and 
these sins were entirely removed from 
the camp. Not often mentioned is 
that any person who had not con-
fessed all their sins was also removed 
from the camp. When sunset came, 
the entire camp had been washed free 
of all sin. At twilight, those with sin 
still in their hearts were no longer ac-
counted with the people of God. 
 
But on the 10th day of the seventh 
month in 34 AD it was not the temple 
in Jerusalem that was being cleansed. 
With the dedication of the heavenly 
tabernacle 3 ½ years earlier, all earthly 
services were made obsolete. “In that 
He says ‘a new covenant’ He has 
made the first obsolete. Now what is 
becoming obsolete and growing old is 
ready to vanish away” (Hebrews 8:13). 
 
The New Covenant 
So has judgment day already come 
and gone? Have we missed it? Have 
all of the centuries in between seen 
billions of people born and die out-
side the camp of God? 
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Not at all because, Hallelujah! what 
was an ending of the old covenant 
tie with the Jewish nation has grown 
to a new covenant tie with all peo-
ple. “Arise, shine; For your light has 
come! And the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon you. For behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, And 
deep darkness the people; But the 
LORD will arise over you, And His 
glory will be seen upon you. The 
Gentiles shall come to your light, 
And kings to the brightness of your 
rising” (Isaiah 60:1-3). 
 
But it is not just Gentiles who are 
attracted to the Lord. Even young 
enthusiastic self-righteous Pharisee 
temple lawyers are invited to come. 
“I say then, has God cast away His 
people? Certainly not! For I also am 
an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Benjamin” (Romans 
11:1). Paul was there when Stephen 
was stoned to death. He was no by-
stander. He was not on his way 
somewhere, stopped and looked. 
He had been one of the men to ar-
gue with Stephen. He had helped to 
try Stephen, been called “stiff 
necked and uncircumcised in heart,” 
and he had been one of the men 
who had “stopped their ears, and 
ran at him with one accord” (Acts 
7:51, 57). If Paul could be a part of 
the new covenant with all people, 
anyone with a heart willing to 
change can come. 
 
But a new covenant implies a new 
judgment. Christ died a death for 
the Jews and for all people at Pass-
over. Christ set up a church for the 
Jews and for all people at Pentecost. 
It would follow that Christ had also 
prepared a universal day of judg-
ment as well. We find the timeline 
for this day of judgment very near 
to the 490 year prophecy.  “And he 

said to me, ‘For two thousand 
three hundred days; then the sanc-
tuary shall be cleansed’” (Daniel 
8:14). This prophecy, which also 
has its starting point in 457 BC 
comes to an end in 1844. The Mil-
lerites, who thought the reference 
was to the earthly sanctuary and 
felt Jesus was coming to cleanse 
the earth, set the date for Jesus’ 
return as October 22, 1844, be-
cause on that date Jews around 
the world would celebrate the Day 
of Atonement.  
 
Obviously, Jesus did not return on 
October 22, 1844, but it did mark 
the beginning of the cleansing of 
the Heav-
enly Sanc-
tuary, and 
since we 
have seen 
how 
closely the 
earthly 
times and 
symbols 
reflect the 
heavenly 
temple, 
what can 
we glean 
about this universal day of judg-
ment from the activities of the 
earthly tabernacle?  
 
A Separation 
First and foremost is that the goal 
of the Day of Judgment was to 
separate all those who continued 
to harbor sin in their lives from 
the rest of God’s people 
(Leviticus 23:29). They might be 
all together in the camp in the 
morning as the High Priest dons 
His garments to enter the Most 
Holy Place, but by the end of the 
day the wheat and the tares are 

separated. “Let both grow together 
until the harvest, and at the time of 
harvest I will say to the reapers, ‘First 
gather together the tares and bind 
them in bundles to burn them, but 
gather the wheat into my 
barn’” (Matthew 13:30). 
 
Second is that the High Priest can 
only cleanse confessed sin. The blood 
that came into the temple represented 
confession for sin. “And according to 
the law almost all things are purified 
with blood, and without shedding of 
blood there is no remis-
sion” (Hebrews 9:22). Either a per-
son’s sins are confessed or they are 
not. Your sins cannot be sent out into 

the wilder-
ness, unless 
they are first 
placed on the 
altar. 
 
Third, is that 
God’s people 
spent the time 
“afflicting 
their 

souls” (Leviticus 16:31). When Daniel 
needed answers from the Lord he 
“was mourning three full weeks.  I ate 
no pleasant food, no meat or wine 
came into my mouth, nor did I anoint 
myself at all, till three whole weeks 
were fulfilled” (Daniel 10:2, 3). Other 
clues to this activity might be Isaiah 
58:3. “‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, 
‘and You have not seen? Why have 
we afflicted our souls, and You take 
no notice?’ In fact, in the day of your 
fast you find pleasure, And exploit all 
your laborers.” Or perhaps Psalm 
35:13. “But as for me, when they were 
sick, My clothing was sackcloth; I  

Vol. 2, No. 5             Page 16 



 

 

humbled myself with fasting; And 
my prayer would return to my own 
heart.” 

 

Was there no joy at all on the Day 
of Atonement? Babies were proba-
bly born on that day just as any 
other. There would have been hap-
piness and love just the same as any 
other day of the year. But it was in 
every believer’s mind that now was 
not the time to put God second. It 
was a day-long reminder of what 
was eternally important in the life. 
What was worn, what 
was eaten, what was 
said, what was seen, 
were all done for God’s 
pleasure. If doing God’s 
will did not bring you 
pleasure, it might indi-
cate you needed to bring 
something to the altar. 
Fourth is that the guilty 
person took themselves 
out of the camp. The 
Jewish leaders that 
stoned Stephen knew what they 
were doing. They knew they were 
unacceptable to Jesus and rather 
than turn to Him, they stoned 
Stephen to death. The judgment 
does not come and go unnoticed by 
him who is judged. No one will be 
lead from the camp protesting their 
innocence.  
 
Conclusion 
We hope the current judgment will 
not last 490 years but, sadly, we 
have already passed through a third 
of that time since 1844. Scripture is 
clear about the start date but less 
clear about the end. “But of that day 
and hour no one knows, not even 
the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only” (Matthew 24:36). However, 
we have been told the will of God 

concerning the people of this 
world. If that will is accomplished, 
there is no more need for extra 
time. Jesus’ prayer to the Father 
for us is “I in them and You in 
Me; that they may be perfect in 
one, and that the world may know 
that You have sent Me, and have 
loved them as You have loved 
Me” (John 18:23). 
 
In other words, Jesus prayer is for 
perfection in the camp, and for 
everyone outside the camp to at 
least know that God loved the 

world enough to 
send Jesus. Eve-
ryone will know 
of God’s charac-
ter of love. Eve-
ryone will know 
that God sent 
Jesus. Many will 
not change and 
they will remain 
outside. But for 
those who hum-
ble themselves, 

those who put God first, those 
who afflict their souls, the prom-
ise is perfection – sinless within 
the camp. This is no different 
than what was asked of the Jewish 
nation – “finish the transgression, 
make an end of sins, to make rec-
onciliation for iniquity, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal 
up vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint the Most Holy” (Daniel 
9:24). 
 
And though the camp may not have 
been sinless until twilight when the 
last of the offal from the altar was 
removed and burned outside the 
camp (Leviticus 16:27), when exactly 
was the last sin confessed? For each 
individual that last sin may have been 
confessed at 6 am, 10 am, 3pm, or 
with the last bit of sunlight blazing 

orange across the mountaintops. People 
could have slipped in under the wire or 
they could have spent the entire day 
within that “perfect-in-one” relationship 
with God. Why would someone who de-
sired to be together with Christ not take 
that experience just as early as possible? 
For those people, perfect, sinless union 
with Jesus is a current affair. 
 
So what time is it? The hour of His judg-
ment is a reminder that every day has 
sunset and you do not know what time it 
is. Will you stand inside the camp, perfect 
and sinless, right now, or will you slide 
just a little closer to the exit? 
 
As we look at the fourth and final part of 
the message of the first angel of Revela-
tion 14, we are reminded once again that 
the message is set against a backdrop of 
false worship. Generally, the only thought 
about why the worship was false dealt 
with who was being worshipped. But we 
have already seen some glimpses that our 
ideas of fearing God and giving Him 
glory may have additional or entirely for-
eign concepts when compared closely 
with Scripture. What if how we wor-
shipped was as false as whom we wor-
shipped? Our topic for next time.  
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The Project 

Completing the present project is like 
chewing oatmeal; the more you chew the 
bigger it gets. But for now, keep waiting 
and praying and it will shortly come to 
pass. 
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“Not by force of arms, not by violent inter-
positions, was the kingdom of God to pre-
vail, but by the implanting of a new principle 
in the hearts of men.” “In every age there is 
a new development of truth, a message of 
God to the people of that generation.” 

 (Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 34, 127, 78).  
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reveals it. These many writers who 
have shared their insights with us 
through Servant God: The Cosmic Conflict 
Over God’s Trustworthiness may not have 
been called to that work; however, 
they have certainly blessed us with the 
work to which they have been called 
of lifting up Jesus Christ as our exam-
ple and as the Savior of the world. 

 

* * *  


