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Dedicated To
God’s Invisible Church on Earth

“The anger of the Lord will not turn back
until He has executed and performed

the thoughts of His heart.
In the latter days you will understand

it perfectly.”(Jeremiah 23:20; 30:23, 24)
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1
God’s Perfect Portrait

“God is light, and in Him
is no darkness at all.” (1John 1:5, KJV)

ou say God doesn’t have a dark side? Really? What about Noah’s
flood? What about Sodom and Gomorrah? What about eternally

burning hell? Drowning humans? Burning them alive? Burning them alive
forever? Some would say this picture of God is very dark. God seems to
be saying, “Obey me or I’ll burn you—forever”? Doesn’t this contradict
everything that God claims to be—merciful and gracious, patient, and
abounding in goodness and truth—including His commitment to free will?
Does this not throw the entire subject into confusion?

The God of Freedom
God’s enormous respect for our freedom, little discussed in religion, is
nonetheless paramount to understanding and appreciating the truth about
His character. Throughout these pages you will read much about
freedom—our freedom to choose His ways or ours; our freedom to turn
away from Him, to spurn His love and demand that He exit our personal
space. This may at first seem strange given how many view God's
sovereignty as this: He always gets His way no matter what. But it is
inextricably tied to love, for without each person having freedom to reject
God without fear, it would be impossible to love Him from true
appreciation for that true character.

Y
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This is where we part ways with most of the religions of the world.
Insisting that God fiercely protects the freedom of even His worst enemies
is scandalous and blasphemous to many people. But this is because they
have no appreciation for true freedom or consider the central role it plays
in providing us capacity to return His love.

God's love first led Him freely to give us His Son to provide a ransom
for us when we were lost and dead in trespasses and sins and there was no
other hope for us. But more relevant to the present topic, God also
provided Him for a role model of His and His Father’s character in order
that we might pattern our characters after His own. Jesus said, "If you had
known Me, you would have known My Father also."1

God, As Jesus Revealed Him
Jesus revealed a creative, redemptive, healing God, who never

brought needless pain to a sensitive soul. Even when in love He
rebuked the leaders of His day, we can almost hear the tears in His
voice as He uttered His scathing words, which rather than being
destructive, were designed to redeem.

Startled by His disciples’ suggestion that He call down fire upon the
Samaritans who had slighted Him, He responded, “You do not know what
kind of spirit you are of.”2 What does this tell us about God the Father?
Would the fact that God performed such an act alter its “spirit”? Or is the
evil nature of such an act eternally carved in granite? This event in our
Lord’s life suggests the latter. Burning humans alive in the name of
religion is always and only the work of an evil spirit; Jesus insists it is not
something our loving heavenly Father would do.

Jesus healed the ear of Malchus, the high priest’s servant, gently
rebuking Peter who had severed it while trying to cut off his head, saying,
“Put your sword in its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the
sword.”3 “Love your enemies,” He said. “[B]less those who curse you, do
good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you.”4 Why?“That you may be sons of your Father in heaven.”5
____________________

1 John 8:19, NKJV.

2Luke 9:55, NASV.

.3Matthew 26:52, NKJV; Revelation 13:10.

4Matthew 5:44, NKJV.

5Matthew 5:45, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
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God the Father as Jesus consistently presents Him, does not behave
toward His enemies as other portions of Scripture seem to say. In the face
of such apparent contradictions, we hear God saying,“My child, you must
go deeper in the word.”

The Man, Christ Jesus
Jesus was a man’s man who walked great distances on the dusty roads of
ancient Palestine, traveling stretches for which people today are awarded
prizes. He taught vast multitudes, healing the sick, rebuking demons,
standing his ground fearlessly before authority figures, telling them things
they didn’t want to hear, rising early while others slept to spend
time with His Father. If ever one were qualified to take command of
armies, it was He. Yet He refused the sword of earthly conquest held out
to Him and chose instead the path to Calvary.

An Eye For An Eye?
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth,’” but Jesus said. “I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever
slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. If anyone wants
to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. And
whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him who
asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn
away."6 Today people of depth and moral substance ponder this Man with
wonder. From where did He acquire His intimate familiarity with the fine
points of greatness? He carried the word of God built into His inner life.
“He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his
spirit than he who takes a city.”7 Jesus—so sound as a human, so full of
insight and peace and power—never descended to self-serving in His daily
human interactions. He rose above those common instincts and, in
benevolence and warmth toward all, always continued to do right.

Some have suggested that Jesus came the first time to show the kindly
side of God, but when He returns in glory He will then demonstrate His
vengeance. However, nothing in the gospel record supports that view
which rests on a human version of justice that is very different from how
the Bible defines it. Scripture says Jesus is the same “yesterday, today and
____________________

6Matthew 5:38-42, NKJV.
7 Proverbs 16:32, NKJV.
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forever” and that He doesn’t change.8 God cannot and will not require
humans to adhere to a standard He rejects for Himself. His
commandments form not only the foundation of His government in
heaven and on earth; they actually depict His character in words9 as a
novelist draws the inner life of characters with the pen. The principle
which says “You shall not kill,” which Jesus expanded to mean You shall
not hate or damage in any way, originates in the heart of His Father God.

Reviewing the life of our Lord from Bethlehem to the Mount of Olives,
from which He ascended to return to heaven, we find no evidence of any
inclination to force on others allegiance to Himself, little we could
interpret as destructive. “[T]he Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s
lives, but to save them.”10 In fact, there was nothing in His life to
correspond to a presumed destructive side of God. Yet the life of Jesus
offers insights into God’s ultimate plans for dealing with the terrible
problem of sin.

Far more relevant than we have realized was a behavior of His, little
commented on up to now. When spurned or subjected to disrespect, when
He conversely longed for fellowship and the opportunity to teach, He
deferred to those who rejected Him and simply walked away. He accepted
that His "grace in the face of rejection will be a witness to them"11 and
kindly left the place where He was not wanted.

The God Who Goes Away
Throughout Jesus life there were occasions when He longed to bless and
benefit the people, but they didn't want His blessings. Too shallow to
understand the depth of His love, they often turned Him away. What did
Jesus do at such times? Was He wrathful? Did His white hot anger flash
out to teach them a lesson? Remember, He had access to power to respond
in any way He wanted—yes, with anger and violence if He chose. But
what did He do when people rejected Him? His little-noticed response
contains great lessons for us today, because in everything He did He
revealed the Father.
____________________

8 Hebrews 13:8, NKJV; Malachi 3:6; James 1:17.
9 See Psalm 119: 172; Jeremiah 23:6; 33:16.
10 Luke 9:56, NKJV.
11 Mark 6:11, TR.
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The Crisis in Nazareth
The first time we’re told of was in Nazareth, His home town. According to
Luke, after His baptism the Holy Spirit guided Him into the wilderness of
temptation. Returning from that experience to where He was best known,
He entered Nazareth where He was raised. His fame spread "through all
the surrounding district." He enjoyed the praises of all as He taught in
their synagogues.12 "[A]s was His custom, He entered the synagogue on
the Sabbath, and stood up to read,"13 says Scripture. Everything went well
for awhile.

But something He said filled them with sudden rage. When He
referred to the many times the Lord favored the gentiles over the Jews,
they ignored the fact that often the Jews did not want His blessings. Their
national prejudice was ignited at the reminder of God's favoring the very
ones whom they despised, so much so that they "drove Him out of the
city, and led Him to the brow of the hill . . . in order to throw Him down
the cliff."14

Do you think He wanted to leave His family and friends, those who
had nurtured and encouraged Him throughout His growing years? Did He
not have other things to share with them, rich layers of grace and truth to
impart? Yet Scripture says, "[P]assing through their midst, He went His
way," came to Capernaum, and settled there. So angry were they at His
giving recognition to gentiles that they wanted to murder Him, so he
moved to another city to preserve His life.15

He didn't want to leave, but He left anyway, because He always
obeyed the guidance of God's Spirit in His life. And in everything He did
He reflected the Father.

The Madmen of Gadara
Another event in the life of Jesus occurred following a wind-swept
crossing of the Sea of Galilee. When they arrived on the shores of Gadara,
one or two demon-possessed madmen16 burst out of the tombs and rushed
them. The disciples instantly scattered in every direction. But not Jesus.
He calmly stayed, and when the disciples finally returned they discovered
____________________

12 Luke 4:15, NAS.
13 Luke 4:16, NAS.
14 Luke 4:29, NAS.
15 Luke 4:31, 32, NAS; Matthew 4:13-16, NAS.
16 Matthew says two, but Mark says one.
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the former madmen sitting quietly, clothed, and in their right mind. Jesus
had healed them. This profoundly affected the surrounding populous, who
alternated between fear and awe as they considered what had just
happened to these men.
However, one event occurred in connection with their deliverance that

provoked great feelings of resentment related to this healing. The demons
had requested to be allowed to enter a herd of swine feeding nearby and
Jesus allowed it, whereupon the swine, about two thousand in number,
rushed down the steep embankment and drowned in the sea.

The herdsmen were filled with consternation and the owners were most
likely livid. Perhaps care for the swine included financial responsibility
as well; we're not told. But we do know that the herdsmen ran into the
city reporting on what had just happened and brought everyone back with
them.

"And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they
saw Him, they implored Him to leave their region."17 Jesus didn't want to
leave; He had come to this place for a reason. Was it that He had things to
teach them, things they needed to know? Did He want to rest from the
unceasing labor that constantly wore on Him? We can only surmise.
Nevertheless, "[g]etting into a boat, Jesus crossed over the sea"18 and
returned to the place from which He had just come.

We seldom think of other options Jesus had at such times. Why didn't
He rise up in protest, telling the populous that they had no business
herding swine anyway, and putting the people in their place? Wasn't
eating swine's flesh forbidden by Leviticus 11:7? He could have gotten
into a theological debate over what they were presumably doing and left
His opponents in emotional shambles. But no. He didn't argue. He didn't
raise His voice. With His disciples He simply got into the boat He had
come in and returned back across the sea. In this action we do well to
remember that He depicted not only His own character but that of His
Father as well. “He will not shout, nor raise his voice, nor cause it to be
heard in the street.”19

_____________________
17 Matthew 8:34, NAS.
18 Matthew 9:1, NAS.
19 Isaiah 42:2 WEB.
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Samaritan Rejection
Only Jesus knew that this would be His last trip to Jerusalem. On this
journey He sent some messengers before the main company to find
suitable lodging and to make other appropriate arrangements for their stay.
The messengers went ahead into a city of Samaria, maybe even where
Jesus had once met a woman at a well, and at her word the entire
community had come out to hear Him speak. At that time they had
believed Him to be the Messiah and received Him as such. Maybe He
anticipated other similar speaking opportunities this time. One may
imagine that the messengers didn't expect to encounter trouble in Samaria.

But Jesus' ultimate destination was Jerusalem. Upon learning of this,
the animosity existing between Samaria and Jerusalem, dating back to the
days of Nehemiah, ignited the resentment of the Samaritans. It was
common for the people of these cities to want nothing to do with each
other, certainly not to offer lodging to individuals passing through on
their way to the other city. So the messengers were flatly denied the
expected hospitality for Jesus and His disciples.

Notice Jesus' response to this direct insult. When James and John
informed Him of their rudeness, they concluded with an offer posed as a
question. "[D]o you want us to command fire to come down from heaven
and consume them?"20

This outcome was what they had expected and they were eager to
utilize the supernatural powers Jesus had given them previously on their
missionary ventures to carry out what they believed was God's will against
His enemies. Yet if you have come to know Jesus well, you can imagine
the pained look that must have come over His face. No. We won't be
doing anything of the sort. He did not, would not, respond in such a way.
When faced with prejudice and rejection of a humble request for a simple
kindness, He did not reflect the same spirit back to them. He may have
hoped for one last chance to teach the people, and everything in Him may
have longed to visit where He had before been received with such love.
Yet Scripture says He merely moved on to another village. No wrath,
resentment, or indignation here as might have been our response. He never
forced His way in anywhere. Always He met rejection with the greatest
____________________

20 Luke 9:54, NASV.
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courtesy. What can we learn of the Father's character in these stories of
Jesus’ kind response to rejection? He merely, reluctantly, withdrew and
went somewhere else.

Yes, there are times and situations in which God walks away. But it is
always based on human choice and initiative.

Jesus Demonstrates the Anger of God
"He entered again into the synagogue, and there was a man there who had
his hand withered. They watched him, whether he would heal him on the
Sabbath day, that they might accuse him. He said to the man who had his
hand withered, 'Stand up.' He said to them, 'Is it lawful on the Sabbath day
to do good, or to do harm? To save a life, or to kill?' But they were silent.
When he had looked around at them with anger, being grieved at the
hardening of their hearts, he said to the man, 'Stretch out your hand.' He
stretched it out, and his hand was restored as healthy as the other. The
Pharisees went out, and immediately conspired with the Herodians against
him, how they might destroy him."21
When we consider how Jesus related to feelings of anger, we can see

here how He modeled the way we should respond. When we look for
examples of when Jesus might have gotten angry, we usually think of the
times He cleared the temple, or possibly the time He cursed a fig tree.
However, in none of these accounts is it recorded that He got angry. John
says, "[H]e made a scourge [whip] of cords, and drove them all out of the
temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the
money changers and overturned their tables"22 Although we might
envision Him exploding with rage on those occasions, Scripture doesn't
report anything about anger during those events.

However, as the above text says, just before He healed a man's
withered hand He looked around Him angrily. This provides an important
clue that an examination of this event in Christ's life promises key insights
on how He dealt with His own anger, both here and possibly at other times.
Since the antithesis of anger is arguably joy, let us first take a closer look
at joy to discover key insights about anger.

Studies of the human brain and how we experience emotions have led
brain scientists to identify six major negative emotions people experience
____________________

21Mark 3:1-6, WEB, emphasis supplied.
22 2:15, NAS.
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that can cause problems if one does not learn how to properly relate to and
recover from them. The normal brain, according to these studies, is
designed to reside in a condition they call 'joy.' This joy is not 'happiness'
as we usually define it but rather the joy of being bonded with another
mind and heart, particularly with someone who is glad to be with us.23

This joy is not just an occasional emotion we might experience
sporadically, but rather it involves living with a sense of knowing that
someone genuinely wants to be with us. This is now known from studies
to be the most basic and intense craving of the human brain. This desire
for joy lies at the deepest levels of human subconsciousness and involves
the bonding circuits that deeply connect us with another person.

So what does this have to do with anger and Jesus? It has a great deal
to do with it, for living a life continually resting in the mindset of joy
means you never lose sight of your true identity and thus can remember
how to act like yourself no matter what other kind of emotion you may
find yourself experiencing. Having someone who knows you well and
loves you unconditionally provides a stability and perspective with an
emotional anchor so that you can avoid acting out of character while
experiencing the intensity of some negative emotion.

Because Jesus lived every moment of His human life on earth in
constant fellowship with His Father, and because He anchored Himself
securely in His Father's love every morning, He modeled for us how we
may avoid becoming overwhelmed by any negative emotion or experience
that we may encounter. Jesus demonstrated how to act like our true selves
no matter what circumstance we may experience. Therefore, by studying
how Jesus acted in all kinds of situations and emotions, we can learn much
about being faithful to our true identity while we experience negative
emotions just as He experienced them.

Interestingly, the story in Mark 3:1-6 is the only one in Scripture
specifically mentioning Jesus becoming angry. Thus this story serves as
the model for us whenever we have to deal with the emotion of anger.
Keep in mind that Jesus endured constant harassment and hounding,
facing what we might call 'sting operations' intended to trap Him, discredit
His ministry, and diminish His effectiveness. Jealous religious leaders felt
threatened by Jesus' popularity and incensed over His teachings and
____________________

23 James G. Friesen, Ph.D. et. al. The Life Model: Living From the Heart Jesus Gave You. (East Peoria, IL: Shepherd’s.House,

Inc., 2004) , pp. 61-68.
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example, partly because He presented a loving God in sharp contrast with
their dark teachings about Him. If this God of whom Jesus spoke came to
be accepted by the world, the leaders saw that the common people would
soon rebel against their corrupt system of power and control. The end
result would be that the entire social structure might collapse if people
took Jesus too seriously. The leaders were therefore becoming desperate
to put an end to the growing, undermining influence of Jesus' teachings.

Jesus realized as He walked into the synagogue that this was another
setup intended to discredit Him concerning the keeping of the Sabbath.
The Jews (not God) had classified healing as an act of working, and since
work was forbidden by God at any time on the Sabbath day, if they could
catch Him healing someone on the Sabbath they could then publicly
declare Him to be a lawbreaker and invalidate His claims to represent God
with any authority. They also knew Jesus well enough to trust that His
intense compassion would not allow Him to ignore a man with a withered
hand; therefore, they had arranged the whole setup with this purpose in
mind.

Because Jesus always kept open His connection with His Father
through the Spirit, He was not intimidated by this trap. "He looked around
at them with anger, being grieved at the hardening of their hearts." Here
we see that Jesus experienced an anger rooted in grief that the leaders'
hearts were hardening as their opportunity for eternal life was slipping
away. The connection He had with His Father prevented His anger from
being about Himself, rooted in personal offense or self-centeredness. He
did as the apostle Paul admonished, "Be angry, and yet do not sin,"24 for
feelings of anger are not sin when they are born of genuine righteous
indignation aroused in defense of the Father's honor, so long as we also
reflect the humble, caring Spirit of the Father. These are the kinds of
things Jesus felt as He "looked around at them with anger."

A Key Question
At this point in the story we need to ask a key question. What would Jesus
do if He had not been angry? What would He have done with any intense
negative emotion like shame, fear, anger, or any other? How would He
have acted out of His true identity had He not been feeling any negative
emotion?
___________________

24Ephesians 4:26, NAS.
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Could there be any other reasonable answer than that, if Jesus were not
angry He most likely would heal this man's withered hand, Sabbath or no?
So did Jesus act any differently while experiencing intense emotion than
He would were He feeling normal? The answer is clear —He would have
acted exactly the same with or without the negative emotion.

We can apply this important principle to any other event in Jesus' life
in order to understand better why He acted the way He did under various
circumstances. If Jesus had felt anger while cleansing the temple, would
He have done any differently than if He had not been angry? The right
thing to do is to always act out our true self, our true identity given us by
God. Jesus' example educates us as to how we may respond in any
situation and any emotion instead of forgetting who we are and acting out
the natural instincts of our heart, the grievous character of the enemy, only
to regret it later.

Remember that His Father through the Holy Spirit was the most
significant Person in His life, always there, never surprised by the traps
and setups with which Jesus constantly dealt. His Father's hand kept Him
steady as He journeyed through life eventually to end at the cross.
Negative emotions sometimes assailed Him, but sharing His Father's heart,
He passed successfully through every challenge. In the way He related to
anger He modeled how we may respond when we struggle with dark
feelings. No matter how He felt, He did the right thing—the thing He had
begun to do before the dark feelings came.

This then is how God deals with anger when He experiences those
feelings in His heart. We have seen Jesus angry. What did He do? He
kept on doing the right thing for the healing of His people. Terribly hurt
or grieved, He nevertheless didn't change His purposes but rose above His
feelings to accomplish the good He had planned. Visions of God
brutalizing His children for any reason exist only in society's imagination.

Jesus Saves—and Heals
The original word translated "save" or "saved" is also many times
translated into the word healed; these two words mean the same thing.
Because many do not realize this, they imagine that "being saved" means
going to heaven. But this is only a small part of what God wants to do in
our lives. His intention is to save us back to our original design to be
reflectors of His great heart of love, living in such close intimacy with
Him that everything we think, feel, and act out will reflect how He thinks,
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feels and acts. Thus He saves humans through oneness with Himself,
through a deepening relationship of trust with Him. Our good works
merely reveal that this union of intimacy exists. Through this relationship
He transforms our thinking25 and thus our disposition from what the world
and our own sinful nature have taught us about our perceptions of reality
and truth, enabling us to think and live in the totally different heavenly
way, thus fitting our characters to enjoy eternal life with Him in His
kingdom of love.

The Atonement
This model is God’s ideal for us; He calls it the Atonement, or At-one-
ment, the restoration of humans back into oneness with Himself. But what
does this really mean? It is not what so many have come to assume about
this word, that it is appeasing the anger of an offended God who contrived
a way to have His own Son killed in order to make a way to forgive
repentant sinners. Far from this dark picture of God, the truth about
healing atonement or restoration through intimacy with His people, this at-
one-ment, is actually found most clearly in our human experience through
the example of a healthy marriage. Let's let Jesus explain.
The Pharisees came to test him and asked, "Is it lawful for a man to

divorce his wife?" He answered, "What did Moses command you?" They
said, "Moses allowed a certificate of divorce to be written, and to divorce
her." But Jesus said to them, "For your hardness of heart, he wrote you
this commandment. But from the beginning of the creation, God made
them male and female. For this cause a man will leave his father and
mother, and will join to his wife, and the two will become one flesh, so
that they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined
together, let no man separate."26
The religious leaders in Jesus' day attempted to be meticulous law-

keepers. They believed that God was only interested in works,
performance, outward behavior while completely ignoring their
disposition, spirit, and attitudes toward those around them. Focusing only
on the external and imagining that heavenly living had little to do with the
______________________

25Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 3:18.
26 Mark 10:2-9 WEB.
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content of their heart, their relationships with other people reflected this,
and their marriages suffered as a result. Because they saw Jesus' teachings
and ideas about God as threatening their stiff, demanding, legal version of
Him, they decided to challenge Jesus with a legal question about divorce.
Thus they thought to discredit Him in front of the people by showing that
He disrespected the laws of Moses which defined what it meant to be an
obedient follower of God and a good Jew.
Sadly what they failed to recognize was that their external-only religion

was worthless compared to what Jesus wanted to give them. Jesus came to
this earth to reveal the immense love of a gentle, compassionate Father,
not a demanding One, waiting to punish every infraction of His strict
demands, as religion tends to portray Him. The God Jesus came to reveal
was far more interested in cultivating relationships than in studying
performance. The answer Jesus gave in this exchange about divorce
reveals God's desire to have His children grow up to become capable of
entering into such an intimacy with Him that they can become a bride for
His Son. He wants children who understand Him and can enjoy all the
love and respect and joy that is possible in a relationship like that of a
close marriage bond.

The religious leaders had in mind a completely different paradigm for a
correct relationship to God. Jesus revealed to them their actual problem. It
was not whether divorce could be considered legal in the eyes of God. It
was the hardness of their own heart that led them to want a divorce from
their wives in the first place. By referring these men back to the story of
creation, Jesus pointed to the original design, which was starkly different
from what these religious men had imagined God had in mind. These
leaders believed in a system of earning God's favor by trying to keep
myriads of rules while ignoring the condition of their heart. Jesus was
sent to this earth to announce that God's favor was already there, simply
waiting for us to believe in it and embrace it.27

In the Garden of Eden
What do we find in the origins to which Jesus referred that can tell us
what God had in mind for His original design and to what He intends to
restore us if we will only let Him? He said, "Let us make man in our
___________________

27Luke 2:13-14; 4:18-19.
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image, after our likeness...." "God created man in his own image. In
God's image he created him; male and female he created them."28

This is what Jesus quoted in answer to the men who were looking for
excuses to divorce their wives in order to acquire one more to their liking.
God's original design as created was two uniquely complementary human
beings reflecting His own heart of love that had the potential and natural
desire to draw closer to each other in intimacy until it could be said that
they were no longer two but one. Jesus explains this in order that we
might grasp God's purpose for our existence as well as for marriage. But
more importantly by far, He portrayed marriage as an active parable
revealing to us the far greater purpose God has for us. God intended for
humanity to ultimately enter into something like a "marriage" experience
with Deity to the point that they could be His bride in a state of At-one-
ment. “For this cause a man will leave his father and mother, and will join
to his wife, and the two will become one flesh, so that they are no longer
two, but one flesh.”29

If this sounds strange or almost scandalous, consider that Paul picks up
on this same theme in Ephesians when discussing relationships between
husbands and wives, a passage also largely misunderstood, again because
our own hearts are still hard today. After trying to explain how husbands
and wives should interact, respect, and love each other mutually, he
concludes his discussion by doing what Jesus did—referring us back to
God's original design at creation.

"Even so husbands also ought to love their own wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself. For no man ever hated
his own flesh; but nourishes and cherishes it, even as the Lord also does
the assembly; because we are members of his body, of his flesh and
bones. For this cause a man will leave his father and mother, and will be
joined to his wife. The two will become one flesh. This mystery is great,
but I speak concerning Christ and of the assembly."30

"In Him"
A vital component of this heavenly marriage and God's design to heal us
and bring us back to His original plan involves the theme "in Him" or “in
____________________

28Genesis 1:26-27 WEB.
29 Mark 10: 7, 8, WEB.
30 Ephesians 5:28-32 WEB.
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Christ.” He says it is a "mystery" which He presents in symbols in a
tireless effort to engage our minds and trigger our understanding. Sadly, in
most churches today this theme is scarcely noticed and rarely mentioned,
even though Scripture presents it as a prominent Biblical topic. Whereas
this theme should be number one and studied by all, it hardly registers a
blip on the churches' radar.

Jesus said, "I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I
will give for the life of the world is my flesh."31 Here He equates His flesh
with bread, yet living bread. What do we do with bread? We eat it and it
nourishes us, literally becoming our own body. That's the purpose for
bread. Clearly in these words He must mean that we are to symbolically
"eat" His flesh; but living bread is alive, sentient. This bread that our Lord
offers us has consciousness; it is a Person. How do we eat a conscious
Being in order to complete the marriage metaphor? How can He literally
become a part of us, acquire a place deep within us?

"He who eats my flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in
him."32 Eat His flesh? Drink His blood? We cannot imagine it! Jesus soon
made clear33 that His flesh and blood symbolize His words. Yet, still, what
powerful imagery to explain returning to God's original design and
making us eligible to live forever. The experience He describes will make
us immortal beings! As ingested food goes into the body to sustain and
empower it, so too does His word ingested into the mind create the reality
of mutual abiding.

Just before leaving our world to return to the Father, this marriage
relationship was uppermost in His mind. He said, "Abide in Me and I in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine,
so neither can you unless you abide in Me. . . . abide in My love."34

God assures us that each of us may have this close, intimate
relationship with Deity; by studying His character His ways become
reproduced in us. His word also heals us and brings us back to our original
design to be reflectors of the truth about our loving Father.

____________________
31John 6:51, NAS.
32John 6:56, NAS.
33 v. 63, NAS.
34 John 15:1-11, NAS
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Still other Scriptural metaphors clearly symbolize this intimate
relationship. Jesus told a story about a wedding to which one guest arrived
without a wedding garment. "Friend," said the host (representing the
Father), how did you come in here without wedding clothes?"35 The host
had provided a festive garment for every guest, and to come to the
wedding without it would be strange and unthinkable. That garment is
alive, sentient, aware and saturated in love. And as the host, God the
Father, places it over our shoulders, it actually soaks in all through us as it
transforms us on the inside. This is the presence of the Holy Spirit which,
if our eyes could be opened to spiritual realities, we could see actually
living inside us. The marriage is complete. This symbol, found throughout
Scripture, underscores the kind of intimacy which God longs to create
with His people.

"Awake, awake. Clothe yourself in your strength, O Zion; Clothe
yourself in your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city."36
Everywhere you look in Scripture, God admonishes us to put on our
beautiful garments. The True Witness counseled the Laodicean church
that white garments represents one of her most vital needs. "I advise you
to buy from Me . . . white garments so that you may cloth yourself, and
that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed."37 "He has clothed
me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, And as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels."38

(Of course, not all references to garments translate into what we are
talking about here. But they often do. It is a prominent theme throughout
Scripture, sometimes symbolized as a "hedge" or a "shield.")
Notice the last reference that mentions obtaining "righteousness"

through having this garment. The wedding garment, in fact, represents
Christ living in us through the Holy Spirit, which is God's design for us.
Many give lip service to this idea but too few understand what it really
means by experience. Only the Holy Spirit has righteousness to give, to
share; the only righteousness available to us in earth and sea and sky, the
kind of righteousness which prepares us for heaven. Do you see that if we
____________________

35Matthew 22:12, NAS.
36 Isaiah 52:1, NAS.
37Revelation 3:18, NAS.
38 Isaiah 61:10, NAS.
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want to enjoy heaven we must arrive there with the Holy Spirit living in
our hearts? This is God's original design to which He is calling us back.
In this connection, have you noticed how often Scripture speaks of

living "in Him"? You can almost open the Bible to any random page and
find the author speaking of dwelling "in Christ." "To the praise of the
glory of his grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the beloved."39

God can bestow His grace on us while we live "in Him." Why would
we not live in Him every moment, sensitive to His abiding presence?
"For in him we live, and move, and have our being."40 "He made Him who
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him."41

Immediately before His crucifixion and return to heaven, Jesus wanted
to leave a treasured Gift for the blessing of those He would leave behind.
"Do not let your heart be troubled," He comforted them. "[B]elieve in God,
believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it
were not so, I would have told you."42 "If you love me, you will keep My
commandments. I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper,
that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you
know Him because He abides with you and will be in you."43 Notice, the
last thing He did before leaving this earth was to promise the Holy Spirit
to His disciples to be His representative to them and to us.

His Message Today
And what is His message to us today? "Behold, I stand at the door and

knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to
him and will dine with him, and he with Me."44 Where is Jesus? He is
standing outside the door, knocking for entry. He wants us to know Him
as He knows us. He wants us to know His true character, how He relates
to others and to be privy to His divine purposes. He wants to share an
intimate, insider's relationship with us.
____________________

39 Ephesians 1:6, NAS, emphasis supplied..
40 Acts 17:28, KJV.
41 2 Corinthians 5:21, NAS, emphasis supplied.
42 John 14:1, NAS.
43 John 14: 15-17, NAS.
44Revelation 3:20, NAS.
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This is the ultimate reason for existing as a human being, to enter into
this stunning, privileged relationship of being so intimate with God that
we become no longer separate as two entities but one flesh with Him. This
is the true meaning of at-one-ment. This is why Jesus came in human
flesh—in order that humans who live in that same flesh may become one
flesh with God, just as a married man and woman can enjoy the ecstasy of
a one-flesh experience with each other as their hearts are united in the
kind of love God has toward them. Toward this end He constantly draws
us and seeks to educate our thinking. Although His efforts have produced
limited success through the centuries, He has never been without those
who have responded to Him. And prophecy is clear that before His return
He will finally have a people who have come to understand and who
choose to enter into this level of intimacy with His heart, which has been
His ideal from the beginning of creation.

The Role of Law
The Pharisees and Sadducees pushed Christ aside in their fixation on the
law which could never heal them. The law is only provided to inform; it
has no capacity to cleanse. The apostle James says that the law is like a
mirror that can give us a true picture of our condition when we look into
it,45 but that is the limit of its power. The law is just a written outline of
God's character in one dimension. We must look to Christ the living One
to observe God's character lived out in everything it means to be human.

Cleansing, healing, saving us back to our original design—all these are
outside the scope of the law's ability and purpose. These require the
involvement of two—the human and the divine, us and the tangible living
Christ who comes close to us, revealing His great compassion for us and
lifting us to Himself.
And then we remember. Yes, the law is just His character written down,

not the real essence of who He is. It is His essence, the reality of Him, that
we want.

But doesn't that law have a function in all this? Yes. The written law
then becomes a barrier, a fence if you will, to warn us when we are
tempted as well as to reveal the true condition of our selfish heart. Our
part is to rest in the knowledge of the invisible presence of our Lord who
____________________

45 1:23.
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then teaches us His paths.46 The law will never heal or save us back to our
original design. Only the power of the Holy Spirit can do that as He works
quietly in the shadows of our mind to make Jesus a living reality in our
day-to-day experience.

God intended that we abide in this intimate relationship with Deity.
Thus it broke the heart of God when humanity went astray into the abyss
of Godless selfishness and sin, because He knew the sorry end of that
lifestyle. The human race was on a collision course with death—a death of
their own making. Humanity would experience the consequences of living
without the great Life Generator. Humanity would be hopeless, lost, and
spiraling down a dark and lonely corridor ending in oblivion had not God
intervened.

Who Delivered Christ to Die?
In the councils of heaven the plan was conceived for Christ to come to this
dark earth and take all the results of sin upon Himself. He would shed His
blood and die for the inhabitants of earth. Jesus was the Son of God sent to
fulfill this mission and save us from our predicament of sin.47 In the days
leading up to the climax of this plan, near the end of His ministry, Jesus
sought to prepare the minds of His disciples for the coming crisis.
Repeatedly Christ tried to share the reality of His upcoming death with
them. "For He taught His disciples and said to them, ‘The Son of Man is
being delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him.’” “Behold,
we are going up to Jerusalem and the Son of Man will be delivered to the
chief priests and to the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death.”48

But a key question we must ask is this: Who was “delivering” Him?
Judas certainly planned to, yet Jesus was not referring to him. Just who
had the authority to deliver Jesus to death? The apostle Paul makes clear
who “delivered” Him up:
“He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how

shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”49 It was the Father
who delivered Him (or released Him) to the destructive forces around Him.
____________________

46 Psalm 25:4, NAS.
47Matthew. 1:21.
48 Mark 9:31, NKJV, emphasis supplied. See also Matthew 26:2, 14, 15; 27:18; Mark 20:33, 34; 14:10;

15:1, 11; Luke 22:4; Acts 2:23.

49Romans 8:32, KJV.
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Significantly, Pilate also “delivered” Christ over to be crucified, but not
before our Lord informed the proud ruler he would have no power to do
this if God did not allow it.50

Does this mean that the Father was complicit in the execution of His
beloved Son? Not at all! At the cross "God was in Christ, reconciling the
world to Himself,"51 but the enormous heaviness of the darkness of our
sins on Him caused Jesus to lose the sense of His Father's presence.
According to their agreed-upon plan, conceived in the far reaches of
eternity past, the Father could not lift His hand to help Him in any way,
because Jesus was now experiencing the death of sinners. The Father and
all the agencies of heaven stood down that day and "delivered up" our
Savior to whatever fate awaited Him outside the circle of heavenly
protection that surrounded Him. Jesus attested to this reality when on the
cross He cried out the first line of a prophetic psalm He had no doubt
memorized long before, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?"52 Clearly, while God’s role in the crucifixion of His Son, the Sin-
bearer, was to withdraw divine protection and release him to the powers of
darkness,53 with this one exception, God the Father had no involvement in
the execution itself . . .

even though Scripture says He did!
‘Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, [a]gainst the Man who is My

Companion,’ [s]ays the Lord of hosts. ‘Strike the Shepherd, [a]nd the
sheep will be scattered.’54

Jesus claims these words as a prophecy of Himself: “Then Jesus said to
them [His disciples], ‘All of you will be made to stumble because of Me
this night, for it is written: “I will strike the Shepherd, [a]nd the sheep of
the flock will be scattered.””55 Both Father and Son agree; God the Father

____________________
50 John 19:10, 11.
51 2 Corinthians 5:19, NKJV.
52 Matthew 27:46, NAS; Psalm 22:1, NAS.
53Even though He was released, those to whom He was released were still accountable for what they did

when He was handed over to them.

54 Zechariah 13:7, NKJV.
55Matthew 26:31, NKJV; Mark 14:27, NKJV.
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claims to “strike” Christ, although we would certainly not describe it that
way. The Old Testament prophecy from which He quotes also suggests
use of a “sword,” or violence, “Against the Man who is My Companion,”
a clear reference to the intimacy of relationship between Father and Son.
Yes, Christ died violently, but not by His Father’s hand. Isaiah 53,
universally accepted within Christendom as a Messianic prophecy, says,
“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.” “Yet it pleased the
Lord to bruise him; he has put him to grief.”56

Do we consider God's removal of His protection from humans as an
act of aggression against them? Scripture insists that God “struck” His
Son, yet is this how God strikes? Closer examination of Scripture reveals
that God's wrath is expressed by His withdrawing and releasing humans to
the destructive forces around them. Once understood, this pattern helps
make sense of many other situations. But if this is true, why would God
allow Himself to be described as the agent of execution?

Jerusalem Destroyed
In searching through Christ’s life for clues about God’s role in the final
death of lost sinners, we find one incident particularly enlightening. For
centuries God had sent prophets to Israel to warn them of the
consequences of their entrenched rebellion against heaven and to plead
with them to repent. At last He sent His Son.

But as Christ sat upon a colt on Mount Olivet's brow one of the last
evenings before His death He looked out over the beautiful city of
Jerusalem and wept, because He knew the people would shortly seal their
centuries-long rejection of heaven through His own crucifixion. He saw
the armies of Titus besiege the city some forty years in the future, saw
indescribable woe descend upon the people, saw the temple of God in
flames unquenchable through any human effort.

He also saw the interplay of invisible forces that would finally open
the door to this catastrophe, and He wept. His thoughts found expression
soon in a confrontation with the nation's religious leaders.

____________________
56 Isaiah 53: 4, 10, NKJV, emphasis supplied.

.
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“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not
willing.”57

Jerusalem perished after they, by crucifying the One sent to save them,
abandoned their connection with God and thus their only life and
protection. The symbol of a protecting parent bird, usually an eagle,
spreading wings over its young, abounds in Scripture, revealing the nature
of the relationship God wants to have with His people and their need of
total dependence upon the heavenly provision available only in that
connection. It was perhaps the nearest heaven could come to describing
invisible realities in human language. Yet it was by no means the only
symbol Scripture used to represent this same truth.

________________________
57Matthew 23:37, NKJV, emphasis supplied
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2
How the

Bible Explains Itself
“For precept must be upon precept,
. . . line upon line, . . . here a little,

and there a little.” (Isaiah 28:10, KJV)

magine, if you will, that you live in a land where the word “tooth”
means “tree stump.” If you journey to my world and attempt to get
your tree stump uprooted, you might get some interesting looks when

you ask, “May I use your tractor to uproot my tooth?” How much progress
would you make with this project until you learn how to speak in the local
tongue? Likewise, our difficulty in seeing the true Bible picture of God’s
character is often a language problem—a problem easily cleared up when
some careful comparisons are made within Scripture.

In order to see God in His beautiful character and reasonable mind,
you will be asked to learn a new language, the language of Scripture.
Where do you go to learn it? Not to the Internet. Not to a linguist. Not to
the clergy. You will find this new language within the pages of the ancient
Scriptures themselves, as it defines its own terms. We have too often made
the mistake of using Webster’s dictionary to define Biblical terms, and
that has often caused unnecessary confusion. Regardless of our native
tongue, allowing Scripture to provide its own definitions will help to clear
up many long-standing mysteries about God’s character.

For instance, to lay a proper foundation for discussing specific
incidents of God’s vengeance we must first look at some idiosyncrasies of
Scripture and how God expresses Himself. In so doing we may then delve
into other related themes. These are not digressions, however, for all the

I
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issues of redemption intersect in the central truth about the character of
God. Therefore touching on these related themes, besides addressing some
peculiarities of Scripture, can also help to unravel some of the mystery of
God’s actual role in destructive acts attributed to Him.

Paradoxical Principles
First, it is often helpful to learn to think in reverse in order to more easily
understand truths of the kingdom of God. No one can ever come to know
God as He desires to be known, until they begin to think and live by God’s
“paradoxical” principles. Of the numerous instances throughout Scripture
we shall examine only these few:

• He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this
world will keep it for eternal life.1

• [T]o everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not
have, even what he has will be taken away from him.2

• God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the
wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things
which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are
despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the
things that are.3

• [T]hrough death He…destroy[ed]…the devil.4

The abundance of these apparent paradoxes in Scripture says
something about God’s way of thinking that is vital to understanding the
present topic. “My thoughts are not your thoughts, [n]or are your ways My
ways, says the Lord.”5 Public opinion almost never reflects the mind of
God. Therefore, we should not be surprised to discover we have
misunderstood in the arena of God’s “vengeance” as in so many others.
There is always the need to be careful when approaching new ideas, as

any perspective can easily be carried to excess. Accept only what the
____________________

1 John 12:25, NKJV.
2 Luke 19:26, NKJV.
3 1 Corinthians 1:27, 28, NKJV.
4 Hebrews 2:14, NKJV.
5 Isaiah 55:8, 9, NKJV.
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Bible clearly supports relying most importantly on the view of God
provided by Jesus Christ. The point is, we should not be surprised to find
heavenly truths that are the very reverse of popular beliefs and teachings.

When we consider "divine retribution" as Christ's life expressed it, how
can we avoid seeing that something is amiss. There was no "divine
retribution" in His life. No vengeance; no getting even. Perhaps truth on
this topic lies opposite of where we have always believed. Can we
understand "the wrath of God" and God's "anger" in ways other than we
have understood them in the past?
The first step in decoding this mystery is to examine some Biblical

contradictions, starting with the one below.

Biblical Contradictions
A prominent argument in Christendom, the issue of how law
(works/obedience) and grace (faith) apply to our salvation will help us
here. Some say we are saved by grace through faith, basing their belief on
such texts as:

• [B]y grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.6

• [A] man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus
Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in
Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be
justified.7

On the other side of the picture we have this:

• And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and the books
were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the
dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the
books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up
the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.8

____________________
6Ephesians 2:8, 9, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
7 Galatians 2:16, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
8 Revelation 20:12, 13, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
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• [F]aith without works is dead.…A man is justified by works, and not by
faith only.9

So here we have a classic Scriptural contradiction, providing a basis
for argument, alienation, and division within Christendom.

None of this need happen, if Christians determined to harmonize these
apparent contradictions through serious Bible study, allowing Scripture to
be its own interpreter, until a clear picture emerges of the truth of the
matter.

Juxtaposing ideas sometimes helps to clarify; therefore, at this point
we shall introduce a format that will become familiar as we move along:

How does God save humans?

One Perspective Another Perspective

In this case we are fortunate to have a third set of data that explains the
apparent contradiction:

Comment
For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision [works] availeth anything, nor

uncircumcision [faith]; but faith which worketh by love.12

Galatians 5:6 defines saving faith as a faith which “works” through a
special kind of other-centered love called agape. Therefore, the works
which humans cannot generate in and of themselves, flow out of the life
powered by genuine faith. When heaven looks at a life and sees the
“beauty of holiness” expressed in reverence for God, sensitivity to others’
needs and feelings, and the ability to rise above the harmful instincts of
our human nature, they know Someone else lives there besides the human
___________________

9 James 2:20, 24, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
10Ephesians 2:8, 9, NKJV.
11 James 2:20,24, NKJV.
12 Galatians 5:6, KJV, emphasis supplied.

[B]y grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not
of works, lest anyone should boast.10

[F]aith without works is dead . . . A
man is justified by works and not
by faith alone.11
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and His are the works they see. Paul in Galatians 2:16, KJV, calls this “the
faith of Jesus Christ” or we might say, Jesus living out His life in the
believer. This faith works, and the faith that works is the faith that saves,
heals, transforms, restores.

The writings of Paul the apostle are sometimes hard to understand
principally because we have not understood this dynamic which forms the
very core of his message.

The Love of God
Agape, the great love principle, is the mortar that holds together the
temple of the Lord. Agape will always do what is in the best interest of
those who put their simple trust in God; in fact, of everyone who will let
Him. If all else fails, agape stands fast forever.
But the agape idea cannot fully convey the depths of the emotional side

of God’s love for His children. Think what love it took for the Father to
allow His unique and dearly beloved Son to come to this dark earth to live
and die for you and me. It took far more than a principle to motivate that
depth of emotion. God is love. “Love” does not describe how He acts but
what He is as a Person. The Father loves us with a love far above ours for
our children or anything else we can understand. He loves us in a personal
way. In fact, it would not be a stretch to speak of God’s love as a
consuming, passionate fire.13 If you have any doubts of His love for you,
read the book of Hosea or Song of Solomon, great messages of God’s love
for His children, in prose, in poem, and metaphor.

Love Enforces the Law
God’s kingdom is very different in key aspects to our systems. Human
laws require that humans create and then enforce their laws. God’s law on
the other hand simply reflects who He is and requires nothing but
heavenly agape to provide enforcement. In other words, God's laws are
self-enforcing. Because the citizens of God’s kingdom “do by nature the
things contained in the law,”14 there is no friction in them with the law.
God’s presence in the human heart produces natural righteousness, yet it is
also true that while abiding in Him and still retaining free will, humans
need a sin detector or standard of behavior to inform their decision making
____________________

13 Zephaniah 3:17; Revelation 1:12; John 3:16; 14:15-17, etc.
14 Romans 2:14, WEB
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and to gauge whether they are truly living in harmony with His ways; that
is, whether they are true fruit-bearing branches of the living vine15 or mere
pretenders. Therefore, God wrote down His character for us and
proclaimed it from Mount Sinai.

Thus the Ten Commandments inform us, even as the living Lord Our
Righteousness enables us. He is the living law. If we would walk with
Him and be drawn into intimacy with Him, we must allow Him to change
us into His own likeness of character in order that our ways may become
like His. We may daily walk in intimate fellowship with Him, learning
how His ways as set out in that holy law, are actually beautiful and
desirable. But it requires converted hearts to perceive this; therefore, our
attitude toward His Ten Commandments reveals whether or not we have
been “born again.”16 It can be seen then, that obedience to those ten
principles is ultimately about both defining and protecting our relationship
with God, not so much about being saved and going to heaven someday.
Day by day we may abide in Him, and as we invite and consent for Him to.
abide in us,“being saved” takes care of itself as His indwelling Spirit
works to will and to do through us what brings pleasure to the Father.17

Those who choose to enter into this intimate relation with God sooner
or later find that Sabbath observance, found at the very heart of God’s law,
actually symbolizes the reality of this experience in their lives. The
Sabbath literally means “rest,” and the greatest kind of rest is freedom
from depending on our own works of righteousness to earn God's
favor. Thus the Sabbath, according to Scripture, is the ultimate sign of re-
creation, rest in the Lord, living by faith, and depending totally on the God
of love to heal and save us.

“Moreover also I gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between me and
them, that they might know that I am Yahweh who sanctifies them.”18
This outward sign is a signal to the watching universe that we are not the
ones trying to change ourselves but rather it is the Spirit of God, the God
who is love, living inside of us that is doing the work of transformation.
____________________

15 John 15:1-8.
16 Jesus says we will know the true Christian "by his fruits" (Matthew 7:20; Galatians 5:22, 23) The law

of God serves as fruit checker, whereby Christians and their associates gauge the reality of the believer's
oneness with Christ through the Holy Spirit. If the experience is real, the fruit will be there.

17 Philippians 2:13.
18 Ezekiel 20:12 WEB.
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Resting from our own efforts to change our lives by relying completely on
the transforming power of God living inside of us, changing our thinking,
perceptions, and resultant actions in the process, is best illustrated in the
rest we choose to enjoy each week as we also refrain from work to support
ourselves financially and physically. This is the true rest of the Sabbath as
described in Hebrews 4—not a mere outward refraining from work but
protected time when we can give ourselves without distraction to enjoying
intimacy with the One who is becoming the love of our life and the source
of all our joy.

Biblical Contradictions
Some may wonder what all this has to do with the fate of the lost. A little
reflection will reveal that if the way God saves humans is through union
with Himself, then eternal loss is simply a natural consequence of failure
to enter into that unity. The symptoms relied on to diagnose this condition
are the outward actions and behaviors that expose the true condition of the
heart. To avoid a tragic end, we need to experience union with God
through the Spirit.

We have explored how God will heal us through intimacy with Him if
we let Him, plus we have studied how to address Biblical contradictions.
Realizing that God does not contradict Himself, we need to continue
studying until we are better able to grasp the full Biblical picture all the
texts convey. In seeking to know the mind of God, until we have logically
and Scripturally resolved evidence in contrast to our personal views, we
cannot be sure we have arrived at truth.

Following are just a few of the perplexing apparent contradictions
which have puzzled students of Scripture for years. Examining them more
carefully provides insight into the way God sometimes expresses Himself
and reveals a principle we may use in understanding what appears to be
the destructive ways of God:
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Who sends a lying spirit?

One Perspective Another Perspective

God says in the left-hand quotation that He sent out a lying spirit, yet
the quotation on the right says God cannot lie. Obviously, this appears to
be a contradiction. What does it mean? We have no Scripture clarification
on this point. Next question:

Who led David to number Israel?

One Perspective Another Perspective

Again, we have no explanation in the immediate passages. The surface
reader usually concludes that after prompting David to do this, God turned
around and punished him for it.23 Did God have anything to do with
causing David to do something that was against His will and then
punishing him for it? What kind of God is He, and can we trust such a
God to be fair? Maybe this is another conundrum we need to unpack to
discover how Scripture can more effectively explain itself.

_____________________________
19 l Kings 22:20, 22, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
20 Hebrews 6:18; Titus 1:2, NKJV.
21 2 Samuel 24:1, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
22 1Chronicles 21:1, NKJV, emphasis supplied..
232 Thessalonians 2:11, NKJV.

[T]he Lord said, “Who will persuade
Ahab to go up that he may fall at
Ramoth Gilead?” … [A] spirit came
forward and stood before the Lord
and said … “I will go out and be a
lying spirit in the mouth of all his
prophets.”19

[I]t is impossible for God to lie …
God … cannot lie.20

[T]he anger of the Lord was
aroused against Israel, and He
moved David … to … number
Israel and Judah.21

Now Satan stood up against
Israel and moved David to
number Israel.22
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Who deceives?
One Perspective Another Perspective

It appears that both God deceives and Satan deceives, if you go strictly
by the apparent message of these two texts. Is this another of those
apparently contradictory Bible texts that through the years has confirmed
the atheist in his unbelief and bewildered a multitude of Christians?

Whose idea was it
to spy out the Promised Land?

One Perspective Another Perspective

Again, we have no clarifying comment. Next question . . .

Who killed Saul?
One Perspective Another Perspective

____________________
24 Ezekiel 14:9, NRSV.
25 Revelation 20:7, 8, 10, KJV.
26 Numbers 13:1, 2, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
27Deuteronomy 1:22, NKJV, emphasis supplied.

281 Chronicles 10:13, 14, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
291 Chronicles 10:4, 6, NKJV, emphasis supplied.

[Satan] shall shall go out to deceive
the nations which are in the four
quarters of the earth.” “The
devil . . . deceived them.25

If a prophet is deceived and
speaks a word, I, the Lord,
have deceived that
prophet . . . .24

And the Lord spoke to Moses,
saying, “Send men to spy out
the land of Canaan, which I am
giving to the children of Israel.”26

Moses said, “And everyone of
you came near to me and said, ‘Let
us send men before us, and let them
search out the land.”27

So Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he
had committed against the Lord, because he
did not keep the word of the Lord, and also
because he consulted a medium for guidance,
[b]ut he did not inquire of the Lord;
therefore, He [God] killed him, and turned the
kingdom over to David, the son of Jesse.28

Saul said to his armorbearer,
“Draw your sword, and thrust me
through with it” … But his armor-
bearer would not. … Therefore, Saul
took a sword and fell on it. … So
Saul … died.29
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Who hardened Pharaoh’s heart?
One Perspective Another Perspective

Is God furious?
One Perspective Another Perspective

Here God seems to take responsibility for activities that we might say
He did not actually do. We find no clarifying Biblical comment. No
“counterpoint” statements exist for the following puzzling assertions
either:

• But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the
Lord troubled him.34

• God will send them [the wicked] strong delusion.35

• Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that good and bad come?36

• I ... [the Lord] create calamity [evil].37

• When you have come into the land of Canaan…and I put the leprous
plague in a house.…38

_____________________________________________
30Exodus 4:21, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
31 Exodus 8:15, 32, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
32 Jeremiah 6:11, NKJV.
33 Isaiah 27:4, NKJV.
34 1 Samuel 16:11, KJV, emphasis supplied.
35 2 Thessalonians 2:11, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
36 Lamentations 3:38.
37 Isaiah 45:7, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
38 Leviticus 14:34, 35, NKJV, emphasis supplied.

And the Lord said to Moses, “When
you go back to Egypt, see that you do
all those wonders before Pharaoh
which I have put in your hand. But I
will harden his heart so that he
will not let the people go.”30

But when Pharaoh saw that there
was relief, he hardened his heart and
did not heed them, as the Lord had
said … But Pharaoh hardened his
heart at this time also; neither would
he let the people go.31

I am full of the fury of the Lord.32 Fury is not in Me [says the Lord].33
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Hint of a Solution
While these few examples highlight the problem, there are some that hint
of a solution.

Who killed the firstborn of Egypt?
One Perspective Another Perspective

Clearly, two actors share the stage of the disaster in the above action,
the Lord and another being called the destroyer. The people could not
ignore the Lord's instruction without peril to their own well being. Could
the Lord protect all from the destroyer? Indeed He could have; He had the
power but not necessarily the authority. The people themselves had the
option of handing their own fortunes over to the God/god of their own
choosing, depending on whom they obeyed. Thus God was in no way
responsible for the Egyptian deaths that occurred that night. We will go
into this more in Chapters 4, 7 and 9.

Did the Father play a role
in the death of Jesus?

One Perspective Another Perspective

___________________________________________________________________

39 Exodus 12:12, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
40 Exodus 12:23, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
41 Mark 14:27; Isaiah 53:4, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
42 Mark 15:34, NKJV, emphasis supplied.

God speaking: “For I will pass
through the land of Egypt on that
night, and will strike all the firstborn
in the land of Egypt, both man and
beast; against all the gods of Egypt
I will execute judgment: I am the
Lord.”39

For the Lord will pass through to
strike the Egyptians: and when
He sees the blood on the ...
doorposts, the Lord will pass
over the door and not allow the
destroyer to come into your
houses to strike you.40

“I [God] will strike the
Shepherd. …We esteemed Him
stricken, smitten by God.41

My God, My God, why have
You forsakenMe?42
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We have already noted that God did not execute Christ, but we still find
perplexing language making it appear that He did. What can it mean? We
need more background information in order to provide sufficient light on
this issue. However, at this point may I suggest a simple governing
principle by which to better understand such statements. As we proceed,
we shall test its validity:

Principle: God allows Himself to be portrayed as doing what He does not
prevent.

Our God is sovereign. He can do anything He wants to do. Why would He
choose to communicate these thoughts in language so foreign to us? Did
He actually do these things or not? In some places it appears convincingly
that He did, yet in other places it appears that the event occurred without
His involvement. This format has produced many thoughtful atheists,
agnostics, and perplexed Christians through the years. But it might
surprise you to learn that some devout believers throughout history saw
this problem and arrived at the same solution for it that I have offered here.
In fact, at one time I believed I alone saw this feature of Scripture. But to
my surprise I have learned that many Christians of the past have seen this
“oddity” and come to the same conclusion as I regarding it.

God allows Himself to be portrayed as doing what He only allows
(doesn't prevent). To review many quotations dating from the medieval
period that show that Christians through the ages have observed this
oddity go to https://characterofgod.org/2016/05/i-create-evil/.

Since God could have interposed to prevent any of these incidents
from occurring but, for His own reasons, chose not to do so, He is
depicted as the actual instrument or performing agent. Notice how often
they are described as His actions in vivid, convincing terms. Yet many of
these accounts don't make sense in terms of the total picture or in terms of
God’s character as Christ modeled it. It is understandable to wonder if He
simply could have but didn’t prevent such incident(s). Is it possible we
may have misunderstood and misapplied statements referring to His wrath,
anger, or vengeance? We will explore in the chapters ahead the question
of why God sometimes “stands down” when He has power to intervene,
and, yes, there are even statements in Scripture detailing His feelings
when He is obliged to stand down.



35

Who Was the God of the Old Testament?
We have looked at a few examples of more that I could cite. Can you
remember a time when your Bible didn’t seem to make sense to you? Did
you feel you had to take Scripture on blind faith or feel forced to say this
or that action of God’s was a good thing when you knew in your heart of
hearts that it wasn't? Does it make more sense to you now?

Why would God choose to describe Himself in such a strange way?
First, some find it hard to believe that Jesus was the same God found in
the Old Testament. “[S]earch the [Old Testament] Scriptures,” He said,
“[I]t is these that testify about Me.”43 Jesus was the Angel of the Lord, the
pillar of cloud by day and fire by night. He was the great I AM. In Exodus
3:13, 14, when God asked Moses to represent Him before Israel and
Pharaoh, Moses asked His name, and He gave it as “I AM,” the self-
existent One. When Jesus claimed that name for Himself in John 8:58, the
people, shocked at His apparent presumption, picked up stones to throw at
Him.

Again in Genesis, notice how Abraham addressed Him as they
negotiated over Sodom. “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”44
Yet the New Testament says, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but
He has given all judgment to the Son."45 Do you see that Jesus was the
God who bargained with Abraham about Sodom’s fate? Even the New
Testament says the Israelite pilgrims drank of the ”spiritual rock that
followed them, and the rock was Christ.”46 Whenever God the Father
appears in the text He is identified as the Ancient of Days, or in some
other way He is distinguished from Christ. The rule is that Christ is the
God of the Old Testament, unless the text proves otherwise.
Much more is available in the Bible to reveal that of the Heavenly Trio,

Jesus was the One who not only came to die for us but who created us and
the entire universe as well. Jesus was the God who interacted with humans
in the Old Testament. So the question for many is, “What happened to
make His character so different in the Incarnation?”
____________________

43 John 5:39, NAS.
44 Genesis 18:25, NKJV.
45 John 5:22, NAS.
46 1 Corinthians 10:4, NSRV.
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The answer is: Nothing happened to it. Jesus is the same yesterday, today,
and forever.47 Deity doesn’t change. No clearer illustration of the
character of Deity has been (or could ever be) given than what is seen in
His character when He came as a babe in Bethlehem and grew up among
us. Jesus provided a clear demonstration of His Father’s love through His
life here on earth as a human. That is His real character as well as the
character of His Father. Clearly, something is wrong in our understanding
of Old Testament views of God. We have missed something.

Everything we read of Him in the Old Testament must be filtered
through the demonstration He provided in the New Testament gospels, if
we are to better comprehend Him.

Old Testament Structure
Secondly, have you ever noticed how the Old Testament is structured?
Most scholars agree that the book of Job was likely written first, then the
rest of the manuscripts of the Old Testament. Of those, Job gives explicit
attention to the work of Satan. Zechariah 3:1, 2 also briefly mentions
Satan by name. First Chronicles 21:1 says that he, Satan, provoked King
David to number Israel, and finally, Psalm 109:6 simply says Satan stands
at the right hand of the wicked, something of which we should all be
aware. Otherwise, the Old Testament barely mentions him. In Isaiah
14 :4,12-17, he is presented as the king of Babylon and in Ezekiel 28:2-19
as the prince or king of Tyre.

This sinister individual who bears responsibility for every bad thing
that happens in this world does not receive Old Testament mention
comparable to his overwhelming “badness.” Even the New Testament
speaks of him conservatively, reluctantly, in accordance with the need to
warn against him. Why?

Some say it might be due to a writing convention in Bible times to
credit everything that happened within the realm to the king, thus
marginalizing Satan. It might appear to us, who have no such writing
convention, that the king himself actually did what was ascribed to him.
This could account somewhat for the strange way Scripture blames God
when things go wrong. While it may have appeared perfectly natural to
those living in Bible times, it is very confusing to us today.

____________________
47 Hebrews 13:8; Malachi 3:6; James 1:17.
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Third, God naturally takes the responsibility when things go wrong
in His universe, for He is the one who designed and created it to operate
on the immutable principles of cause and effect. We saw that He
embraced the earth and, when we fell, He gave His Son to provide us a
way back to Himself. In contrast, we see Satan who is the “accuser of our
brethren,”48 the very opposite of our wonderful God who is willing to take
the blame for things which, from our perspective, He didn’t do. What we
have failed to realize is the magnitude at which this aspect of His
character plays out.

The Blame-taker vs. the Accuser
I can perhaps best illustrate this with a story.

Some time back I worked in an office for a usually very fair-minded
man. But one day he got the idea I had not forwarded an important report
on its due date. I had no recollection of anyone telling me to send that
report out; however, I quickly prepared it for forwarding and wrote a
cover memorandum taking full responsibility for its tardiness. When I
showed the memorandum to the boss for his approval, he trashed it. “In
this office we don’t get into blame placing,” he said. “As director and
manager of this office, I am responsible for all the work that’s done here.”
And he quickly re-wrote the memo.

The story has a happy ending. In a matter of minutes he realized he
had looked at the wrong report, which was not supposed to go anywhere,
and he graciously apologized to me.

But even as it happened I saw something of God’s mind when the boss
took the blame. Maturity understands the importance of assuming
responsibility, while immaturity blames everything and everyone in sight,
seeking to avoid responsibility for fear of punishment. Thus our
supremely mature God makes Himself ultimately responsible for the
results of granting His intelligent creation free will, even to the extent of
assuming responsibility for the numerous episodes of destruction
attributed to Him throughout Scripture.

Our heavenly Father wants us to know, He is in charge of His universe.
As Creator of heavens and earth and Sustainer of life in the universe, He
will never give Satan equal billing with Himself, will never point a finger
and say, “He did it, not me!” Since God, out of respect for the freedom of
___________________

48 Revelation 12:10, NAS
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choice given to all His creation, could have prevented an incident but
chose not to do so, He allows Himself to be described as doing it.

Fourth and finally, Scripture may be structured in this way to reveal
the power of God. Psalms 24:1 says, “The earth is the Lord's, and all it
contains, the world, and those who dwell in it.”49 We cannot imagine how
thoroughly dependent we are on God and His power to maintain us in this
world. "In Him we live and move and have our being.50 In the titanic
showdown between God and Satan over who is really in charge of our
world, our heavenly Father would have us know that nothing is ever
truly out of His hands. There is nothing He can't do to bless and benefit us.
He carefully guards us day and night until He sees that we prefer another
master. When the bad times come and we are crushed beneath life's
burdens, He knows that He has power to take those burdens away, but He
can't because we have used our free will to try to live apart from Him.
Therefore, everything that happens to us as a result of straying from Him,
He says He did. He feels that He is responsible. Because every creature
lives within the embrace of His sustaining power He is willing to take the
blame for all our actions, even though we have complete freedom to
operate in any way we prefer, rejecting His ways if we choose.

Satan, too, must rely on the power of God. He can do nothing in his
own strength if not kept alive moment to moment by his Creator. He
perhaps should have thought of that before he rebelled; he never paused to
think how dependent he was upon the power of God to sustain his life.
Our “doing” seems such a natural part of us that we feel independently
enabled, as though we think things up and can do them on our own,
whether taking our first step or performing a complex task. When we
make demands on mind or body, the energy seems already to be there. It
seems we can go forward on our own without any outside assistance.
This may be why Scripture reminds us of this in the very language we

find so puzzling, that God allows Himself to be seen and described as
doing what He in His omnipotence could prevent but does not.
This principle is well-known in Scripture and, far from being a modern

phenomenon, it has been recognized throughout the ages. Perhaps we can
employ that principle to give us a better understanding of His character of
love.
____________________

49 NAS.

50Acts 17:28, NKJV.
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3
The Job Syndrome

“‘Shall we indeed accept good from God,
and shall we not accept adversity?’

In all this Job did not sin with his lips.”
(Job 2:10, NKJV)

he book of Job is one of the most interesting in the Bible narrative.
Limitations of time and space preclude us from exploring the many
facets that make this story so fascinating. We will confine our study

to the first section that took place in the invisible world, because it sets up
the action of the remainder of the book.

Job's Test
There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; that man

was blameless and upright, one who feared God and shunned evil.1

Thus begins the book of Job, traditionally held to be the first written of
those collected in the Holy Bible. Whether the tradition is true or not, it
seems fitting that it should be, because the book of Job deals with the
oldest questions of all: Why? What is God's role and purpose in human
suffering? Why do the righteous suffer? Humans have asked these
questions since the beginning of time; how like God to have provided
insights to address them long ago in the book of Job.
____________________

1
Job 1:1, NKJV.

T
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There is a tradition that Moses, under divine inspiration, wrote the
book of Job. I tend to believe this is true, because only God could open up
to us what was going on behind the scenes in the world normally invisible
to human eyes. Job never received that information. As far as we know, he
never understood why or how this adversity came to him.

Then we learn that Satan presented himself before the heavenly
council as the representative of this earth. He and God exchange
comments regarding Job, and God says, So you say humans cannot avoid
sin? Have you noticed my righteous servant Job?

Yes, says Satan, but you've hedged him around with protective angels.
He obeys you for the benefits. Just let me at him, and he'll blame You and
curse You to Your face. God says, You're wrong, Satan. Job serves Me
because He knows and loves Me.

They agree to a test to prove who is right. Poor Job! All he can see are
his children destroyed, his livestock stolen, his body transformed into a
mass of loathsome sores. He sees no more than we can ordinarily see
when we read Scriptural accounts of destructive acts attributed to God.
Job's senses cannot penetrate into the invisible world. But in this instance
we are given an advantage over Job. We can see with greater perspective,
because God has opened to us this drama occurring in the heavenly realms.
We have what writers call the "omniscient" viewpoint. Here the curtain
draws aside, revealing the actors within the invisible world itself;
therefore, we know Why, and we know How.

Our Emotional God
Although in describing the events of that meeting in the invisible world
little emotion seems evident, future events reveal that God felt great
emotion as He discussed with the Accuser His friend Job that day, for as it
turned out, He (God) was about to release His wrath on Job.

One definition of Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible
reveals His wrath to be strong, passionate emotion. The wrath of God
involves intense emotions whenever He allows destructive things to
happen to His cherished people, in fact, to any of His children. Strong's
definition connects his wrath to "rapid breathing in passion," suggesting
that wrath calls out God's emotions as nothing else can do. He says, "I was
crushed by their wanton heart that turned away from me,"2 and "How
____________________

2 Ezekiel 6:9, NRSV, emphasis supplied.
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often they rebelled against . . . [Me] in the wilderness and grieved . . . [Me]
in the desert! They tested God again and again, and provoked the Holy
One of Israel."3 We have too often glossed over the many statements in
Scripture which, if we would pause to notice them, would reveal God to
be extremely emotional. Hurt or destruction coming on His people is a
great wounding hardship for God, for when He sees His people hurt, it is
as if the disaster has touched Him as well.

The book of Job contains more references to "wrath" than any other
book in the Biblical narrative, which shows that although Job didn't
understand why this was happening to him, he nonetheless recognized that
it was the wrath of God. Some examples are, "He tears me in His wrath."4
"He kindles His wrath against me,"5 and "Oh, that You would hide me in
the grave, [t]hat You would conceal me until Your wrath is past."6

In agreeing to this challenge from the Adversary, our God positioned
Himself to experience much grief and sorrow until the present issue was
settled and indeed until the conflict is over forever and the victory won.
The book of Job will forever remain a significant episode is that conflict.
The remaining chapters find the protagonist tragically reduced in

fortune and engaged in philosophical debate with some so-called friends,
trying to make sense of this disaster.

Job's Response To Wrath
In response to his friends' insistence that God blesses the righteous and
punishes the wicked, Job says, "Who does not know such things as
these? . . . I know it is so. . . . What you know I also know; I am not
inferior to you."7 He seems to have agreed rather than disagreed with his
friends on the basic rule that God blesses His own and curses His enemies.

If Job believed as his friends believed, interpreting prosperity as a
signal of God's favor, then in what respect was he right and they wrong, as
the book's ending clearly shows? Job says, "God has delivered me to the
ungodly, and turned me over to the hands of the wicked."8 Job's friends
____________________

3 Psalm 78:40, NRSV, emphasis supplied.
4 Job 16:9, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
5 Job 19:11, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
6 Job 14:13,NKJV, emphasis supplied.
7 Job 12:3; 9:2; 13:2, NKJV.
8 Job 16:11, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
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seemed not to understand something that Job clearly understood:
Sometimes for a redemptive purpose God, temporarily and in a limited
way, exposes His own to trouble, a situation I call "the Job Syndrome."
Job, knowing himself, was perhaps in a better position than they to see
this truth. God's conclusion? Job spoke the truth about Him.9

The Hedge
Did you notice the first thing that was needed when God allowed Satan to
afflict Job? He lowered the hedge around him. With that protective
covering or garment or shield in place, as the Adversary observed, nothing
could get through to harm Job. For an interesting exercise go through the
Bible and see how many references you can find to this protective
covering. What do you think it is? What does it mean to you?

A Template
When we are confronted with adversity for which we can find no
explanation, we might hold up the book of Job as a template to help us
better understand what might be happening.

The Wrath of God
While Job seemed to comprehend, at least to some degree, the dynamics
of “the wrath of God.” Christians have generally viewed it as a
punishment God personally administers when He gets angry. He’s been
patient ever so long, but humans have spurned His grace—He can’t reach
them any more. We have tied logic in knots trying to explain how a God
who never stops loving, whose grace never stops flowing, can also be a
god who rains fire, drops humans into cracks in the earth or drowns them!
Job seemed to understand there is more to the “wrath of God” than meets
the eye.

Here as in so many cases of heavenly truth, we must remain open to
reversing our traditional understandings or presumptions. When we
objectively allow the Bible to explain itself, we discover that the wrath of
God is another of the apparent paradoxes of Scripture and that it is the
diametric opposite of our usual way of thinking. The following references
reveal that the wrath (or indignation or fury or anger) of God occurs by
His withdrawing from a person or people because (except in the case of
____________________

9 Job 42:7, NKJV.
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"The Job Syndrome") they have made an irrevocable decision to continue
in a course of willful sin, thus depriving Him of authority to involve
Himself in their affairs. God’s absence then leaves that person or people
vulnerable to the the attacks of the destroyer or to the consequences of
violated natural principles. While numerous references in virtually all
books of the Bible support this position, most of them contain only two or
three of the four elements in the code, which I have dubbed "Another
Bible Code." The following references contain all four elements:

Another Bible Code

Then My /anger/ shall be aroused against them in that day, and I will
forsake them, and I will hide My face from them, and they shall be
devoured. And many evils and troubles shall befall them, so that they will
say in that day, "Have not these evils come upon us because our God is
not among us?" And I will surely hide My face in that day because of all
the [evil] which they have done, in that [they have turned to other gods].10

I will slay in My /anger/ and My /fury/ all for whose [wickedness] I
have hidden My face from this city.11

For our fathers have [trespassed] and done [evil] in the eyes of the
Lord our God. . . . Therefore the /wrath/ of the Lord fell upon Judah and
Jerusalem, and he has given them up to trouble…12

[They caused their sons and daughters to pass through the fire,
practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, and sold themselves to do evil]
in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to /anger/. Therefore, the Lord
was very /angry/ with Israel, and removed them from His
sight. . . . .The Lord rejected all the descendants of Israel, afflicted

____________________
10 Deuteronomy 31:17,18, NKJV.
11 Jeremiah 33::5, NKJV.
122 Chronicles 29: 6, 8, NKJV.

1. [Because sin is chosen]
2. God withdraws
3. Results in trouble
4. /Equals His wrath/
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them, and delivered them into the hand of plunderers, until He had
cast them from His sight.13

For the [iniquity of his covetousness] I was /angry/ and struck him; I
hid and was /angry/.14

For the Lord will strike Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water. He will
uproot Israel from this good land which He gave to their fathers, and will
scatter them beyond the River, because they have [made their wooden
images] provoking the Lord to /anger/. And He will give Israel up
[because of the sins of Jeroboam], who [sinned] and who [made Israel
sin].15

Job does not fit the pattern these quotations suggest; he suffered
though he was righteous. But compare these texts with the experience of
Jesus, the great Sin-bearer, when God "made him to be sin for us."16 Does
Jesus' experience agree or disagree with these few texts and many others
like them? The Father did not exempt His Son from the darkness of sin's
consequences. But it was our sins He bore, our death He died.

The Bible speaks of the “defiling” of the earth itself.17 Could this refer
to God’s losing authority over a specific geographic location in deference
to the choice of humans residing there to separate from Him through sin?
God lets us choose His kingdom or ours. He will respect that choice. We
are accountable for what we know and what we can know, if we will open
our eyes and look.18 When humans spurn God’s grace irretrievably, Satan
stakes a claim on their soul. If we have failed in our lives to provide God
with arguments against Satan’s claims, if our lives show no genuine
commitment to the principles of heaven, what else can God do? What can
He say? Since God sees our vulnerability apart from His loving
____________________

13 2 Kings 17:17-20, NKJV.
14 Isaiah 57:17, NKJV.

15 1 Kings14:15, 16, NKJV. For those wishing to explore this topic further I recommend Ray Foucher's
website ( https://characterofgod.org/2016/02/wrath-of-god/ ), which claims to have found more than seventy
Bible texts giving all four elements of this code.

162 Corinthians 5:21, KJV.
17See, for example, Isaiah 24:5; Psalm 106:38; Numbers 35:33, 34.
18
John 9:41.
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omnipotence, in the most emphatic language at times, He says He does
what human free will has deprived Him of authority to prevent. All He has
really done, all He can do, is sadly withdraw, acknowledging that the
human decision is final.

Note that in Scriptural accounts of destructive acts attributed to God,
we “see” only the results; we do not “see” the means. Therefore,
patterning God after ourselves19 we have assumed He destroys as we
would destroy. But might not our God, knowing He has the power to
prevent a disaster, feel the same burden of responsibility as if He had
administered the blow Himself? In the language of Scripture He takes the
blame, as He took the blame on Calvary so long ago. Satan is the accuser;
God, by contrast, has always said, Let the blame fall on Me.

But what of Job? He certainly had not rejected God out of his life.
Rather, Job can be viewed as a symbol of Christ, a righteous man whom
God allowed to be treated as a sinner in order to fulfill a necessary,
redemptive purpose. God honored Job in allowing this patient man to
vindicate Him against the challenge of the prince of darkness—to
demonstrate that his loyalty to God had nothing to do with his fortunes—a
purpose which Job would likely have approved had he known about it.
When Job had passed the test at last, here is what Scripture says of him:
"[T]he Lord restored Job's losses when he prayed for his friends. Indeed
the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before."20 Similarly, Jesus, the
Pattern Man, received blessings in His life after passing His test for “God
also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, . . . " and
"every tongue…confess that Jesus Christ is Lord."21

Principles of Living
Consideration of the reasons for suffering would be incomplete without
mentioning the role of law in human fortune. Consequences exist for law
breaking, and laws or principles exist governing our health, our
interpersonal relationships, our finances, over virtually every area of
human endeavor. When we break the laws or principles by which these
systems operate, we may suffer the consequences. But it is most unkind
____________________

19 Psalm50:21.
20 Job 42:10, NKJV.
21Philippians 2:9,10, NKJV.
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and inaccurate to blame God for our suffering in cases such as these. In
fact, I suspect we might be surprised if we knew how often God has
shielded us from the results of our own folly and transgressions. But
should we expect Him to continue this, once we have come to clearly
understand the underlying issues?

Now let us compare the message of Job with our deeper insights into
God’s character:

1. Satan, the destroyer, is the executor of human suffering. Period. The
ancient book of Job teaches this convincingly.

2. When entrenched sin deprives God of authority to shield, He has no
option but to release the protecting “hedge.”22

3. God sets the boundaries for Satan’s destructive work.23 He did in
limiting Satan's access to only Job’s possessions at first and then to his
body, sparing Job’s life. He did so similarly in Egypt, limiting the
destroyer to the lice, frogs, etc., and to Egypt’s firstborn. At world’s end
however, His judgments will fall “without mixture” or dilution with
mercy, without limit.24

4. God takes the blame. He sees and describes Himself as doing what
He does not prevent.

Does God Break His Promise?
God has promised that He will never leave or forsake us,25 and we hear it
said so often that we know a great many of God's children lean heavily on
it. We sometimes think that because God is love, when we profess to
belong to him we should have never-ending good in our lives. At least, we
feel God should always be there for us. But how do we account for the
many examples where God appears to leave? where His favor is
withdrawn? We have included many stories in this book and there are
many, many others. How do we understand when our personal life goes
___________________

22 Job 1:10.
23 Job 1:12; 2:6.
24 Revelation14:10, KJV.
25 Hebrews 13:5.
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topsy-turvy, when hurricanes come and handicapped babies are born and
someone else gets the promotion we expected? How are we to understand
God's love and His nearness to us at such times?

God is truly love and His promise is rock-solid. He will never, never,
never leave us. But I fear we have not seen the complete Bible picture
regarding this because we have not searched out the other texts that bear
on this issue. For example, how are we to understand such texts as,

"[T]he Lord is with you when you are with Him. And if you seek Him,
He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you."26
What are the circumstances under which the God of love appears to leave
us?

As many examples in this book show, He has appeared at times to
back away from His promise, and peoples and nations have disappeared
because of it. In order to understand this subject we must review how God
communicates with us in the first place. He communicates with us today
primarily through the Holy Scriptures; therefore, we can and should
acquire a good working knowledge of His ways as revealed in Scripture.

But He also communicates with us through His Spirit. This aspect of
His character needs to be better understood if we are to comprehend His
promise not to leave or forsake us. If that voice becomes faint and we go
on doing our own thing in spite of the Holy Spirit's promptings, we can
come to the place where we don't hear Him any more. Eventually our
worldly desires drown out the Spirit's voice. Then it matters not where
God is; He could be close beside us but we would not perceive it. That is
when the dragon-voiced destroyer is permitted to come in and stake his
claim upon the soul. So in reality who left who? Was it God? or was it the
human who was indifferent to whether God was with Him or not? a
human who carelessly failed to cherish His presence?

I believe God weeps when we compel Him to depart from us, whether
by an individual or by a nation. But I also believe that one can know with
a level of assurance when he or she is safely protected in the center of His
will.

What about the suffering Christian. Does someone who lives very
close to God, who conscientiously daily does His will, never suffer? If he
does suffer does that mean that God has left that person or forsaken him?
What about where tragedy strikes a child of God as in the story of Job?
____________________

26 2 Chronicles 15:2, NAS.
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Jesus Himself passed through such a time as well as many martyrs
through the ages. This is what I call "the Job Syndrome," where we can't
think of what we have done to displease Him, yet we suffer. These
experiences call for trust; a determination to believe that God is somehow
working for good while letting us pass through a time of deep darkness.
When we face such times in our life, God asks us to hang on to Him, to
keep believing and keep praising Him for His love and goodness.

Then whatever the outcome, we can know that He loves us, that He is
still with us, working out the good He has promised in our lives.

Never forget that powerful weapon of praise God has given us to use
when our fortunes seem to be "going south." At such times sincere praise
can often turn the tide, as in the invisible world Satan flees at the sound of
praise. I've seen it happen too many times to doubt it. And since praise is
such a formidable weapon when circumstances threaten, it is that much
more powerful when things are going right. So lift up your voice, fellow
Christians, and praise our God and King! Nothing panics Satan and his
forces more than hearing praise to the living God from His humble
servants on earth. Nothing brings the living God into the circle of our
being and circumstances more than praise! With praise His promise is
assured: "I will never leave thee or forsake thee."

God truly is always with us. But He has given us freedom, and we,
through neglect or conscious exercise of our free will, have the option to
leave Him. Yet when we leave Him, it often appears that God has left us!
As humans fall for his lies, Satan relentlessly asserts his rights to enforce
his harsh principles when humans take his side in the great conflict of the
ages. God is then compelled to stand back. What else can He do? Though
supremely powerful, God is also courteous, and His respect for our
freedom of choice means that He is compelled by the rules of the great
conflict to step back when we refuse to give Him authority in our lives.
Yet when we read about such times in the Bible, it depicts His actions as
His taking the initiative. A careful survey of Scripture, however, confirms
it is not really so, rather, that it was humans who have left Him.

In this connection, here is more data for our familiar chart:

.
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Who assaulted Job?
One Perspective Another Perspective

Here we catch God in the very act of accepting blame for destruction
He only allowed. Comparing this with the loss of Egypt’s firstborn, we
have . . .

Who destroyed
the firstborn of Egypt?

One Perspective Another Perspective

. . . and with the death of Christ:

____________________
27 Job 1:11, NKJV
28 Job 2:3 , NKJV.
29 Job 1:12, NKJV.
30 Exodus12:12, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
31 Exodus12:23, NKJV, emphasis supplied.

Satan says: “Stretch out Your hand and
touch all that he has, and he will surely
curse You to Your face!”27 After Satan’s
first assault against Job, God said to Satan,
“[Y]ou incited Me against him to destroy
him without cause.”28

“Behold, all that he has is in your
[Satan’s] power.”29

“I [God] will pass through the land of
Egypt on that night, and will strike all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt,both man
and beast; and against all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the
Lord.”30

“For the Lord will pass through to
strike the Egyptians; and when He
sees the blood on the lintel and on the
two doorposts, the Lord will pass
over the door and not allow the
destroyer to come into your houses to
strike you.”31
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Did God the Father kill Jesus?

One Perspective Another Perspective

Further, look what the writer of the book of Job said when the ordeal was
over and Job had been restored. “They [his family] comforted and
consoled him over all the trouble the Lord had brought upon him.”34 There
is a sense in which this is a true statement, but it is certainly not the whole
story.

Insights from Job fully support the idea that God does not destroy as
humans destroy. Rather, destruction is a result of the withdrawal of His
protection, releasing humans to whatever fate may await them outside His
protective authority. Yet He sees and describes Himself as doing what He
sadly permits, thus validating our hypothesis.

The book of Job reveals a world usually closed to human vision. Other
examples of God’s wrath limit us to sensory evidence. Does the traditional
picture based on sensory descriptions give the full account? Or do we find
in the story of Job principles applying not just to a single event in
antiquity but to much if not all of human adversity throughout time?

_________________________
32Mark 14:27; Isaiah 53:4, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
33Mark 15:34, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
34 Job 42:11, NKJV, emphasis supplied.

“I [God the Father] will strike
the Shepherd.”32

“My God, My God, why have
You forsakenMe?”33
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4
Who Torched

Sodom And Gomorrah?
“Ye know not what manner

of spirit ye are of.” (Luke 9:55, KJV)

hen the lord rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah,
from the Lord out of the heavens. So He overthrew those cities, all
the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the

ground. But his [Lot’s] wife looked back behind him, and she became a
pillar of salt.”1

Enough has been said by now that students of this topic could draw
their own conclusions as to the way in which Sodom and Gomorrah met
their end. However, some specific archeological and Biblical evidence
exists regarding those cities, which supports our present thesis.

Until recently no evidence existed outside Scripture for the five Cities
of the Plain involved in the story we call “Sodom and Gomorrah.” For this
reason many scholars questioned the story’s authenticity, attributing it to
Middle Eastern folklore. Those few who thought it might have some
historical basis expected to find archeological evidence of this beneath the
shallow southern end of the Dead Sea, basing their belief on the Scriptural
description of the area as “the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea).”2
Israelis call the Dead Sea Yam Hamaelach, Salt Sea, to this day.
____________________

1 Genesis 19:24-26, NKJV.
2 Genesis 14:3, NKJV.

T
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In the late 1970s however, the lowering of the Dead Sea’s water level
allowed excavation extensive enough to shatter this hope, since no trace of
these or any cities could be found.

Meantime, some interesting things were happening in the area
immediately east of the southern end of the Dead Sea. As early as 1924
the noted archeologist and scholar, William Foxwell Albright, and M. G.
Kyle, president of Xenia Theological Seminary, excavated an elaborate
place of worship there, which they termed Bab edh-Dhra. The site
received little further attention until 1973, when other archaeologists
discovered in the same area ruins of an ancient city, which they called
Numeira. Interestingly, Numeira showed clear surface evidence of having
been burned.

Although work continues, archaeologists now state that this area
contains the ruins of exactly five cities, no more, no less, and that several
display “spongy char,” the residue of burning, so profusely one may scoop
it up with the hand.

A Biblical Picture
Sodom and Gomorrah were very wicked cities. Ezekiel lists their offenses
as "pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness" nor did they
"strengthen the hand of the poor and needy."3 The Genesis 19 story of
Lot's protecting angels inside his home from fierce and ungodly men
further underscores their vileness. In short, Sodom and Gomorrah were
ripe for the wrath of God. And that wrath came, but how?

Sodom and Gomorrah Found?
Scripture describes the cities’ location on the plain of Jordan as “well
watered…like the Garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go
toward Zoar.”4 You will remember that God spared the small city of Zoar
at Lot’s request that he be given asylum there.

Seeing this area today, one can scarcely believe it was ever so
productive. Now a virtual wasteland, it fights the indigenous people who
seek to wrest a livelihood from it. The writer of Genesis suggests that even
in his time the land had changed dramatically, for in portraying the former
productivity of this area, he says this was “before the Lord destroyed
____________________

3 16:49, NKJV.
4 Genesis 13:10, NKJV.
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Sodom and Gomorrah.”5 That terrible event apparently changed the
character of the land down to our own time.

In contrast with the barrenness surrounding these sites, the countless
streams feeding into the southeastern Dead Sea make the shoreline still
very fertile, hinting that the rest of the land could have been equally
productive at some time in the ancient past.

In 1980 the prestigious journal Biblical Archeology Review reported
that Walter E. Rast of Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana, and R.
Thomas Schaub of Indiana University of Pennsylvania, who were then
excavating these five ruins, believed they had found the ancient Cities of
the Plain.6 Scripture further describes this area anciently: “Now the Valley
of Siddim was full of asphalt [’bitumen,’ RSV] pits,”7 suggesting some
type of igneous activity occurring within the earth’s crust in that region.
Today “the shores around the Dead Sea are covered with lava, sulfur, and
rock salt. Gases escape from the surface of the water.”8 Note the existence
in this scenario of all the ingredients necessary to destroy these cities in a
great fiery conflagration. Bitumen, asphalt, oil, gas—even salt to turn
Lot’s wife into a pillar. Another name for “brimstone,” which Scripture
says God “rained” upon these cities is sulfur, a major export of this region
today. One need only consider the swiftness with which the ancient city of
Pompeii met its doom via volcano to know something similar could have
happened to these cities in such a volatile location.

Modern archeologists have concluded that a massive earthquake
occurred in this region sometime in the ancient past which not only
ruptured some of the cities and altered the landscape significantly, but also
likely caused the sulphur, bitumen, and other lethal elements to explode
high into the air and come back down burning with intense fire that rained
on everything in sight. God did not personally hurl fireballs at Sodom and
Gomorrah. Rather, He did not prevent this natural disaster, because the
free-will choice of the people had denied authority for God to block this
disaster from coming on them.
____________________

5 Genesis 13:10, NKJV.

6 "Have Sodom and Gomorrah been found?", September/October, pp. 27-36; 300 Connecticut Avenue

NW, Suite 300, Washington, D. C. 20008.

7 Genesis 14:10, NKJV.

8 World Book Encyclopedia, 1954, p. 1891. If you want to know more about this phenomenon do an

Internet search for "Dead Sea" and "igneous".
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The Great Rift
Stretching from the Dead Sea and Syria in the north to Mozambique in the
south lies the earth's longest valley—the Great Rift. According to
geologists, this interesting formation resulted from ground movement—an
earthquake—along a major fault line at some time in the ancient past.
Encyclopedia Americana, p. 351, says, “Outpourings of lava formed
volcanic plateaus at places along the sides, as well as volcanoes in and
near the valley.”9 Did these great volcanoes and this remarkable
earthquake, destroy the cities of the plain when God no longer had
authority to prevent such destruction?

The devastation of Sodom and Gomorrah created a legend for
centuries. Like Shiloh, the fate of those cities became an object lesson to
Israel.

How God Destroyed the Cities

Jerusalem stumbled, [a]nd Judah is fallen. . . . [T]hey declare their sin
as Sodom; [t]hey do not hide it. Woe to their soul! For they have brought
evil upon themselves.10

The punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people [i]s greater
than the punishment of the sin of Sodom, [w]hich was overthrown in a
moment, [w]ith no hand to help her!11

Most revealing, however, is a familiar reference often quoted to depict
the pain God feels over the death of sinners:

How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel?
How can I make you like Admah? How can I set you like Zeboiim? My
heart churns within Me. My sympathy is stirred.12

God uses the name Ephraim as a generic term in the same way He
sometimes uses the name Judah, to denote an entire population.

____________________
9 "The Great Rift Valley." Danbury, Connecticut: Grolier, 1983, emphasis supplied.
10 Isaiah 3:8, 9, NKJV.
11 Lamentations 4:6, NKJV.
12Hosea 11:8, NKJV.
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No other writer more poignantly portrays God’s distress at the thought
of handing over or giving up the nation to destruction. Scripture calls this
God's 'strange act'—the act of releasing those He yearns to save even as
He would one day deliver up the Sin-bearer in order to redeem an entire
lost race. He compares such a prospect to the time He gave up and handed
over Admah and Zeboiim.

Deuteronomy 29:23 and Genesis 10:19; 14:2, 8 give the names of all
four cities destroyed when "the Lord rained" fire upon the Cities of the
Plain: Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim. According to Hosea then,
these last two cities, and by implication Sodom and Gomorrah with them,
were handed over and given up to destruction. We now see that the
potential for their fiery fate already existed within their environment.
Unbeknownst to them and unappreciated, God and His agents had spent
countless years protecting them from this very potential disaster.
This does not exhaust the Biblical evidence that God released these

cities to destruction rather than personally executing that destruction.
Deuteronomy 29:23-28 strongly supports the “Release” position:

[T]he coming generation of your children who rise up after you and the
foreigner who comes from a far land would say, when they see the
plagues of that land and the sickness which the Lord has laid on it: ”The
whole land is brimstone, salt, and burning; it is not sown, nor does it
bear, nor does any grass grow there, like the overthrow of Sodom and
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, which the Lord overthrew in His anger
and His wrath.”
Then men would say: “Because they have forsaken the covenant of the

Lord God of their fathers, which He made with them when He brought
them out of the land of Egypt; for they went and served other gods and
worshiped them, gods that they did not know and that He had not given to
them.
“Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against this land, to bring on

it every curse that is written in this book. And the Lord uprooted them
from their land in anger, in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them
into another land, as it is this day.”13

Here the prophet draws upon the past to predict the future. At the time
God communicated this to Israel through Moses, the story of Sodom and
____________________

13 NKJV.
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Gomorrah was an ancient legend at least four hundred years old. God
wanted Israel to understand what would be the fate of their nation should
they, like those cities, choose to separate from God through sin. It is a fact
of history that the nation did apostatize. After many centuries defined by
cycles of apostasy, subjugation to surrounding nations, repentance,
restoration and again plunging back into the same gross sins that had
characterized her before, she eventually succumbed to the army of King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon who in 586 B.C. razed both the city of
Jerusalem and the magnificent temple of Solomon within the city, killing
or capturing most of the people and transporting many of them to Babylon.

But our text says there was to be something similar in the way God
would destroy the Israelite nation and the way in which He destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah. It says people will be struck by that similarity,
implying more than mere visual likeness. In fact, Israel did not experience
the same kind of destruction from fire raining down out of heaven as did
the Cities of the Plain. How, then, would Israel’s destruction parallel the
destruction of those cities? Did it mean that, in keeping with His courteous
character, He reluctantly gave up the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to the
sin that they cherished instead of Himself and pulled His protectors out?
Was He warning Israel of the same fate?

Israel did not remain loyal to God. She experienced all the adversity
from which God tried to warn her. Since her fate corresponded with that
of the Cities of the Plain, if we can discover God’s role in the punishment
of Israel, we may also come to discern the way in which He “rained
brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah.”

The Bible makes this revealing statement regarding the ignoble fate of
this privileged and mighty nation at the hand of the king of Babylon:

Zedekiah [Israel’s king]…did what is displeasing to Yahweh his God.
He did not listen humbly to the prophet Jeremiah, accredited by Yahweh
himself. He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar to whom he had
sworn allegiance by God. He became stubborn and obstinately refused to
return to Yahweh the God of Israel. Furthermore, all the heads of the
priesthood, and the people too, added infidelity to infidelity, copying all
the shameful practices of the nations and defiling the Temple that Yahweh
had consecrated for himself in Jerusalem. Yahweh, the God of their
ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger after messenger, since he
wished to spare his people and his house. But they ridiculed the
messengers of God, they despised his words, they laughed at his prophets,
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until at last the wrath of Yahweh rose so high against his people that
there was no further remedy.
He summoned against them the king of the Chaldeans who put their

young warriors to the sword within their sanctuary; he spared
neither youth nor virgin, neither old man nor aged cripple; God handed
them all over to him.14

How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel?
How can I make you like Admah? How can I set you like Zeboiim?15

Here, again, God depicts Himself as doing what He does not prevent.
He “summoned” the disaster, “spared neither” youth nor aged. From the
language used, one might think God Himself personally inflicted this
disaster upon His people. But no. The prophet Isaiah says in crystal-clear
language that God “removed the protection of [Israel and] Judah.”16 As in
the case of His own Son, the Sin-bearer, He simply ceased to protect, and
the result? release into the hands of destruction. Thus it was with Israel.
And thus with Sodom.17

____________________
14 2 Chronicles 26:11-17, JB, emphasis supplied.
15 Hosea 11:8, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
16 Isaiah 22:8, NKJV.
17 Contemporary accounts of archeological findings tend to support the conclusions of this chapter. To

read current reports of what excavators have found and their conclusions regarding these findings consult a
library or the Internet at such places as http://www.abu. nbca/ecm/topics//arch5.htm;
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle/_east/newsid/_1497000/1497476.stm;
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2008/04/16/The-Discovery-of-the-Sin-Cities-of-Sodom-and-
Gomorrah.aspx#Article, or do a search for other websites.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle/_east/newsid/_1497000/1497476.stm;
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5
Those “Holy” Hebrew Wars

“Then Jesus said to him,
‘Put your sword in its place,

for all who take the sword will perish
by the sword.’” (Matthew 26:52, NKJV)

ne of the endearing qualities of God's character is how He moves
us gently from where we are and what we know, to where—with
greater enlightenment—He wants us to be. No subject in Scripture

illustrates this better than the violence and warfare of the Old Testament.

Abraham's War
Scripture records, as its first example of warfare, Abraham's military
victory over the united kings of Mesopotamia, who had swooped down on
the thriving cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and helped themselves to the
residents’ food supplies and other belongings and captured the inhabitants
with his nephew Lot among them. We have no record that Abraham asked
God what he should do in this instance. As far as we know he merely
reacted; God was merciful and gave him a great victory.
At God’s call Abraham and his family had moved to Haran from Ur of

the Chaldees. We remember that this was the home of the Tower of
Babel, and it was just a few generations after this structure was built and
destroyed that Abraham was born. In fact, the five kings who unitedly
threatened Sodom and Gomorrah originated in this same general area.

O
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While archeology reveals their society as highly civilized, it is reasonable
to suspect that they were thoroughly pagan as well.
Abraham at this time was still shaped to some degree by the cultural

norms of Mesopotamian society, as we are influenced by ours. Cultural
ways can be so pervasive within a civilization that those who have grown
up with them seldom question what society in general has accepted as
normal. We often don't notice a fact that stands out before us, because our
minds are so steeped in society's ways that simply feel right and normal to
us. You will remember that Abraham made many mistakes during his life
span; i. e., the attempt to represent his wife Sarah as his sister through fear
of the Egyptians. After that fiasco he tried something similar in Gerar.
Then there was the Ishmael incident, where he bedded Sarah's servant to
provide himself an heir. Finally God tested him on the top of Mount
Moriah, telling Abraham to do the unthinkable—to slay Isaac with his
own hand, and Abraham successfully passed this test of his commitment
to and love for God. He simply did what God asked, believing that God
could and would raise Isaac up again. At the end an angel caught his arm
and prevented him from going through with this terrible act, no doubt
originated among the pagans. The point is that faith grows as we grow and
learn. Abraham had not yet fully cast off the influence of the plain of
Shinar in his life. That may be what drove him to choose warfare when
God could have remedied the problem in a better way. Yet our patient
God did not condemn him for it nor did He tell him to do it. At the time,
Abraham just didn't know any better.

Out of Egypt
The Bible next takes us through the experiences of the children of Israel as
they transitioned from a life of slavery in Egypt to an independent nation.
Tradition among the slaves held that soon would come release. According
to a promise made long ago to their father Abraham by the God of heaven,
they would serve a certain number of years in this foreign land and then
depart with many possessions, and the time drew steadily to a close.

How could the Egyptians not know of the rumor, which passed quietly
among the Hebrews and so energized them with hope? Pharaoh
determined to quench it permanently by invoking the "ultimate solution"
and commanded that all male babies be drowned in the Nile River. The
escape of Moses from this trap must have seemed providential,
particularly when Pharaoh's daughter spared his life and his own mother
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took up the task of providing his early education. In his youth he moved
into the palace and commenced his education as a soldier in preparation to
become a mighty military general.

The Hebrews, separate from yet a part of the Egyptian world, beheld
all around them a mighty nation, made such through the strength of her
military resources. Chariots, swords, horses and glittering garments of
mail symbolized to these agrarian people the necessary trappings of power.
Now here was their hero, Moses, in whom the nation's hopes lay,
receiving as Pharaoh's grandson the highest military education available in
the land. The timing seemed perfect.

One day, at least to all appearances, the time arrived. Moses, out for a
visit among his people, spied an Egyptian mistreating a Hebrew slave.
Recklessly, without thinking how it might affect his relationship with the
Egyptian throne, he slew the ruffian slave-driver.

If he expected the Hebrews to thank him and rise up in revolution
behind him, he overestimated their enthusiasm for freedom.1 Next day he
learned just how isolated he was from the affections of Egyptians and
Hebrews alike and, exercising great prudence, fled as far from both as his
sandals would carry him.

Nonmilitary Exodus
Had God wanted a military solution to the problem of Hebrew bondage,
here was His chance. But their release was not to come in that way. Moses
spent the next forty years in exile, herding sheep on the rolling slopes of
Midian while getting to know the Lord in a way not possible amid the
sophistication of an Egyptian palace. When pride finally surrendered fully
to patience, when he had learned to walk with God in humility, when he
had learned and accepted his own weakness, when he was practicing how
to abide in Him, then God knew he was ready to lead in God's way.

It was then as he led the Hebrews out of Egypt that they never drew a
sword. God merely set up a situation where proud Pharaoh had to make a
choice, to yield to His sovereignty or harden his heart in rebellion. When
Pharaoh led the nation in declaring that he "knew not God" and refused to
comply with the instructions given through Moses, his free-will decision
and that of his subjects pushed away God's protecting, sustaining presence
from the nation, placing them squarely under the power of the destroyer.
____________________

1 Acts 7:25.
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Yet God's canopy remained over His own people. The battle was His and
all the glory would remain His own.

Evidence indicates that God planned to take the children of Israel into
the Promised Land exactly as He had brought them out of Egypt. "God did
not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was
nearer; for God thought, 'If the people face war, they may change
their minds and return to Egypt.'" "The Lord your God, who goes before
you, is the one who will fight for you, just as he did for you in Egypt
before your very eyes."2

We have no record that the Israelites left Egypt equipped for war.
Exodus 13:18 is the one text debated in this regard. This somewhat
ambiguous text has been translated several ways in various Bibles, as
follows (The portion of the text in question is underlined):

1. King James Version: "[T]he children of Israel went up harnessed
out of the land of Egypt." Ambiguous translation.

2. Amplified Version: "[T]he Israelites went up marshaled [in ranks]
out of the land of Egypt." Placed, arranged, set up. Notice the nonmilitary
spelling.

3. New American Standard Version: "[A]nd the sons Israel went up
in martial array from the land of Egypt." Military translation

4. New International Version: "The Israelites went up out of Egypt
armed for battle." Military translation

5. New Revised Standard Version: "The Israelites went out of the
land of Egypt prepared for battle." Translated as war theme

6. Revised Standard Version: "And the people of Israel went up out
of the land of Egypt equipped for battle."Military translation.

7. New King James Version: "And the children of Israel went up in
orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt." Nonmilitary translation.

____________________
2 Exodus 13:17; Deuteronomy 1:30, NRSV, emphasis supplied.
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8. Jerusalem Bible: "The sons of Israel went out from Egypt fully
armed." Armed for war.

9. Complete Jewish Bible: "The people of Israel went up from the
land of Egypt fully armed." Armed for war.

10. Young’s Literal Translation: "[B]y fifties have the sons of Israel
gone up from the land of Egypt." Nonmilitary translation.

Therefore, only the King James Version, the New King James Version,
and Young's Literal Translation (and possibly the Amplified) seem to
agree with me, that the Israelites did not leave Egypt equipped for war but
rather they left in orderly ranks. This portion of Exodus 13:18 connects
with a larger text (v. 17) that reads, in whole, "Then it came to pass, when
Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead them by way of the
land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, 'Lest perhaps
the people change their minds, when they see war, and return to Egypt.' So
God lead the people around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And
the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt."3

It seems logical that if God took them the long way to the Promised
Land to avoid war with the Philistines, He would not at the same time arm
them for war.

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
I do not find Strong's Concordance helpful in sorting out Exodus 13:18. It
merely says that the word from which all those underlined words above
have been translated is châmûsh in ancient Hebrew, which means in
modern English, “staunch,” which is further defined as "fifth." The
various translators have given the text the meaning that made sense to
them at the time. Assuming a need to arm the Israelites for battles on their
way to the Promised Land, they felt that this text provided them the
opportunity to imply that God did so. Yet the text clearly shows He did
not want them engaging in warfare with the Philistines on a trail that
would take them into the Promised Land and beyond. Then why would He
approve of their engaging in warfare as they traveled the longer route?
Common sense should apply here. God did not send them out armed but
____________________

3 NKJV, emphasis supplied.
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merely provided direction so that they would go out in organized bands
and not like startled chickens fleeing in all directions.

Bible Commentaries, however, do provide some insight. One states,
based on the King James Version rendering, "that is, girded, equipped for
a long journey. The margin renders it ‘five in a rank,’ meaning obviously
five large divisions." It also refers to Psalms 105:37, which states they
went out heavily laden with gold and silver; nothing about weapons.4

Scripture would appear to deny that they had weapons as they set out
on this important journey to the Promised Land. Therefore, we now turn
our attention to the question of their faith. We know that "without faith it
is impossible to please him."5 Hebrews 11:29 states, "By faith they passed
through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry land: and
the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned."6 Remember also
that they had brushed lamb's blood on the doorposts of their homes and
eaten the first Passover meal, as God instructed. In short, during this early
phase they had faithfully carried out all the acts of trust in Him that the
Lord had asked of them.

But after they arrived on the far side of the Red Sea, something
unexplainable happened. Their faith appears to have dissipated.
Throughout Israel's history Scripture never again mentions that they, as a
nation, ever showed faith. Some individuals had faith and God was surely
faithful with them, but not the people as a nation. In fact, the same author
who says that they walked through the Red Sea by faith states also that
they "entered not in [to the Promised Land] because of unbelief" [lack of
faith or trust in God].7
In the reference to "Jesus" in Hebrews 4:8, the literal translation is

"Joshua," as it is translated from Greek into English. By mentioning
Joshua it confirms that the writer is speaking about Israel as they entered
Canaan. You will recall that this generation of Israelites died in the
wilderness and it was their children who finally made it into Canaan. Now,
Canaan is a type of heaven, and the entering into Canaan symbolizes
God's children entering into their heavenly reward. I get that. But still it
___________________

4 Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, prepared by Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset,
and David Brown, 1871.

5 Hebrews 11:6, KJV.

6 NAS, emphasis supplied.
7 Hebrews 4:6, KJV.
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cannot be denied that Israel had some degree of faith during that walk
through the Sea but nearly no faith—actually, unbelief—afterward. What
might have happened there on the banks of the Red Sea after their
miraculous walk through it that totally changed their attitude toward God
ever afterward?

It has been suggested that this change came about because they now
gained access to weapons for the first time. When "Israel saw the
Egyptians dead upon the sea shore"8 they saw the Egyptians' weapons
lying scattered all around them. Keep in mind that the entire Egyptian
army had come out to retrieve their slaves. This was a huge army with lots
of weapons. While the greater body of the Israelites danced, praised God
and rejoiced over their victory, was another scene playing out apart from
and unbeknownst to rejoicing Israel?

What am I proposing? "[A] mixed multitude went up also with" Israel
out of Egypt.9 This "mixed multitude" was composed largely of the
offspring of Israelites who had intermarried with the Egyptians. Also it
could have included mixed races of people from the lowest strata of
society, slaves from surrounding nations who had been taken prisoner and
pressed into labor, also Egyptians who felt it prudent to throw in their lot
with the departing slaves, and so forth. This group "fell a lusting"10 and
largely influenced the Israelites to desire flesh to eat. The Lord
condescended to send quail, although with disastrous results to the people.
This loud minority greatly influenced Israel, and not for the good as they
journeyed across the desert.

In short, although we are not told in so many words, it is reasonable to
believe that the mixed multitude, as they stood on the shores of the Red
Sea, saw and coveted the weapons that lay around the dead Egyptian
bodies. Did they ask God if they could use them? Or did they simply pick
up the weapons, happy that they now could protect themselves, and in
doing so also influenced the great body of Israelites to do the same? Their
state of unbelief seems to start here, according to the Scripture record.

What Would God Do?
Did this event actually occur in sacred history? And if it did, why does
____________________

8 Exodus 14:30, KJV.
9 Exodus 12:38, KJV.
10 Numbers 11:4, KJV.
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Scripture not record it? What would have been God's response to His
people's efforts at self-protection? Would God have abandoned them at
this crucial point in their history? Does Scripture provide sufficient
backing to support this premise, or is it merely speculation and wishful
thinking?

We can find indications of what God's position would have been in
their later history as a nation. Their attitude toward slavery, deeply
ingrained in Israel's culture, provides our first example. Herein is a case
where God did not protest against slavery. Yet in spite of that, His faithful
children throughout the years, though they could not discern it at first,
have believed that to God this practice was grievous. The case against
slavery rests upon God's commitment to the freedom and free will of His
creatures, yet Christians couldn't accept it for centuries because on the
surface Scripture does not condemn slavery.

William Wilberforce
In the eighteenth century at the height of the slave trade to Europe and the
New World, William Wilberforce, member of England's Parliament, saw
what most others could not see. An enormous portion of the world's
economy at the time depended upon the trading ships that plied the seas
with human cargo, destined for the slave auctions of the world. Virtually
everyone in society, with the likely exception of the slaves themselves,
had no problem with it. Scripture seems to accept this ancient practice.
Many respectable members of society held slaves. The eyes of the world
in general were blind to its barbarity. But Wilberforce had the vision and
courage to condemn the holding of human chattel and devoted his life to
stamping it out. This "David" took aim against society's "Goliath,"
threatening (they supposed) the world's economy, threatening slave-
holders with performing their own manual labor. They might have to clean
their own homes, work their own fields and bring in their own harvests.
Slavery was institutionalized by this time, a fixture in the world, a
monolith impervious to debate. But Wilberforce soldiered on.

In 1833, as this aged man lay on his death bed, word came that
Parliament had at last passed a law outlawing slavery throughout the
British Empire. America did not follow suit for another twenty-nine years.
And contrary to expectations of the best minds of the day, the sky did not
fall when truth triumphed and slavery ended throughout the land.
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Wilberforce died three days after receiving the news. Somehow, where
wrong was accepted without question, his eyes were opened to see it and
to call sin by its right name. Today slavery is recognized for the
abomination it is, even in the absence of direct censure of this practice in
the word of God. Today we see it as self-evidently wrong. We wonder
how anyone could ever have thought otherwise.

The Bible Record
How many examples can we find in Scripture where part of the story is
missing or we must surmise from clues in other places in Scripture to get a
fuller picture? Are there examples where man's insistence led God to
defer, whether or not that deference resulted in good? For instance, we
know that early on in the Bible record Abel brought to God a sacrifice that
pleased him while Cain did not. God did nothing to Cain to justify his
angry reaction. Presumably, the fire simply failed to descend on Cain's gift,
showing God's nonacceptance. It has to be assumed that these young men
already knew which gift would please God and which would not. Yet
nothing is recorded in the story explaining when or what they were told.
How did they know? We can only surmise.
Another instance occurred when Abraham hosted three visitors from

heaven. When he learned that the angels' destination was Sodom where
Lot resided and their purpose was to destroy the city, what did he do? He
began to negotiate with God over the number of righteous men in Sodom
that would prevent the intended destruction of the city. Amazingly, God
yielded as Abraham talked out his terms.

And think of Ezekiel, who did not want to bake bread in the way God
instructed him;11 therefore, God relented and gave him other instructions.
Likewise, Scripture does not condemn polygamy though God had made
clear before the fall that His choice was one man and one woman to enter
into the bonds of holy matrimony. Most advanced cultures today now
recognize that fact.

The record shows how reasonable God is and how easy He is to deal
with. He reserves His stronger warnings for preventing us from falling
into the hands of the destroyer. Yet many times the Biblical record is
incomplete or we have to research elsewhere in the inspired word until we
find more information that completes the picture. Let me give one more
example that tells us much about God.
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Although God never intended Israel to have a visible king, He did not
reject them when they demanded one. They longed to be like the nations
surrounding them.11 God warned them that they would come to regret this
decision, yet He did not reject them for it. Instead, He yielded to their
wishes and gave them a king as they insisted. With this example in mind
we may ask, Did they early on desire to wage war "like" the Egyptians?

Comparing these examples, God's attitude toward taking human life
also reveals relevant similarities. Slavery itself was wrong, yet God waited,
still blessing His people while trying to make the practice easier on
slaveholder and slave alike until more light could shine upon the people
and they would come to recognize the practice as abhorrent to Him. Thus
we have God instructing the Hebrew people in proper ways to deal with
slaves, yet never actually saying it was wrong, that they should not hold
slaves. "[Y]ou may buy male and female slaves from among the nations
that are round about you. You may also buy from among the strangers
who sojourn with you and their families that are with you, who have been
born in your land; and they may be your property. You may bequeath
them to your sons after you, to inherit as a possession for ever; you may
make slaves of them, but over your brethren the people of Israel you shall
not rule, one over another, with harshness." "If a man lies carnally with a
woman who is a slave, betrothed to another man and not yet ransomed or
given her freedom, an inquiry shall be held. They shall not be put to death,
because she was not free; but he shall bring a guilt offering for himself to
the Lord."12

The practice continued into the Christian era, for there we find
Onesimus fleeing from his master Philemon and the apostle Paul writing
to and counseling Philemon to take him back and be gentle in doing so,
for Onesimus was now a brother in the faith.

We now recognize the dreadful nature of slavery to the extent that
most civilized societies turn their back on it. Could God also prefer that
His children rest in His care and not attempt to protect themselves with
human weapons of warfare? Might He prefer it without explicitly saying
so? We have the example of slavery, polygamy, asking for a king and
numerous other incidents in the sacred word that clearly leaves open this
possibility.
____________________

111 Samuel 8:5.

12 Leviticus 25:45, 46; 19:20-22, RSV.
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War With Amalek
While this small work precludes our covering every instance of warfare in
the Old Testament, it may be beneficial to critique at least an early
example of Israel's going forth to battle. Otherwise, principles are
provided which may be applied as you read about other military exploits
of Israel.

The Amalekites traced their lineage back to Esau and were closely
related to the Edomites. They came out to meet Israel at Rephidim in
apparent cordiality. Then when the great mass of pilgrims had passed by,
these villains fell in ambush upon the weary stragglers. Israel immediately
mobilized for combat. Then, in one of the most noteworthy battles of the
era, Moses, Aaron and Hur ascended a nearby hill. As the battle raged,
Moses stood upon the hilltop with uplifted arms, his staff raised toward
heaven. While he maintained this posture, Israel prevailed. But if he
lowered the staff, Amalek triumphed. As the battle wore on, Moses could
not maintain this winning position alone. Therefore, Aaron and Hur found
a large stone, sat Moses on it and held up his arms until Amalek was
vanquished.13

Israel's instant mobilization here suggests that the issue of how they
were to defend themselves in event of enemy attack had already been
discussed and settled. They evidently had weapons, though the Bible
doesn't say where they got them. If God wanted to make a statement
emphasizing their dependence upon His power rather than upon their
military prowess, a stance that shows up repeatedly throughout Scripture,
He couldn't have said it better than He said it here.

If they had shunned weapons and relied fully upon the care of God,
how would they have handled Amalek's aggression? Would God have
approved their lack of response to this crisis?

Who can say whether this crisis would have arisen at all had the nation
internalized confidence that God is faithful and they would let Him take
care of it. Whether they made a deliberate choice to take up the sword, or
whether their persistent rebellion simply removed them from His authority,
distrust obligated the nation to a whole different set of circumstances and
experiences than they would have experienced under God's sole
management. The decision to take up the sword may have been simply a
further step in a series of rebellious choices, progressively removing them
_______________________

13 Exodus 17:8-16; Deuteronomy 25:17-19.



69

from under God's jurisdiction. Neither this incident nor any other combat
situation in which Israel engaged was more threatening to them than the
circumstances of their exit from Egypt, an event demanding a military
solution—if there ever was one—from the human point of view.

God kept the events of their release from bondage continually before
succeeding generations to emphasize His power to defend them with
weapons to which they had no access. "If you should say in your heart,
'These nations are greater than I; how can I dispossess them?' You shall
not be afraid of them, but well remember what the Lord your God did to
Pharaoh and to all Egypt: the great trials which your eyes saw and the
signs and the wonders and the mighty hand and the outstretched arm. . . .
Moreover the Lord your God will send the hornet against them, until those
who are left and hide themselves from you perish."14

Yet hornets, or the natural phenomena the hornets may have
symbolized, were only one of God's many options for taking care of
them. Scripture abounds with illustrations of the countless and effectual
ways in which God can shelter those who put their entire trust in Him.

King Jehoshaphat
When Moab, Ammon, and Mount Seir came to war against good king
Jehoshaphat, he might have trusted in the extensive fortifications built
during his reign, but this he did not do. His method of dealing with this
crisis contains all the Biblical elements of living by faith. He gathered the
nation in a great prayer meeting. Lifting his voice to the God of might, he
praised Him for past blessings acknowledging His position as head of the
nation, claimed His ancient promises and then briefly described their
present emergency. God communicated with a prophet on the spot,
promising Jehoshaphat and his people that the battle was not theirs but His.
On the basis of this promise, while it was still just a promise, the people
claimed victory and went singing to the battle, armed alone with the
mighty weapon of praise. "As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set
ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who
were invading Judah, and they were defeated. The men of Ammon and
Moab rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate
them. After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to
destroy one another."15
____________________

14 Deuteronomy 7:17-20, NAS.
15 2 Chronicles 20: 22, 23, NIV.
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Their Protection Has Departed
Correctly understood, the Canaanite dispossession had nothing whatever
to do with Hebrew military might. God had delayed the settlement of
Abraham’s descendants in the Promised Land until “the fourth
generation," about four hundred years from Abraham's time, because "the
iniquity of the” [Canaanites] was "not yet complete" in Abraham's day.16
God would not encroach on Canaanite land on behalf of Israel while any
hope remained that the indigenous people would turn to righteousness.
The same rule existed for them as for all nations, for God "has made from
one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth and has
determined their pre-appointed times and the boundaries of their
habitation so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might
grope for Him and find Him . . . , for in Him we live and move and have
our being."17

Faithful Caleb showed he understood this principle, for when Israel
rebelled on the very borders of the Promised Land he said, "[D]o not rebel
against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land. . . . their protection has
departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do not fear them."18 Caleb
recognized in the exodus the signal that these nations had sinned away
their day of grace, that God could no longer reach them with salvation and
that their final moral choice had removed them from God's authority and
consequent protection.

Moses elaborates on this fact in Deuteronomy 9:1,4,5: "Hear, O Israel:
You are to cross over the Jordan today, and go in to dispossess nations
greater and mightier than yourself, cities great and fortified up to
heaven. . . . Do not think in your heart, after the Lord your God has cast
them out before you, saying 'Because of my righteousness the Lord has
brought me in to possess this land.' . . . It is not because of your
righteousness or the uprightness of your heart that you go in to possess
their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord
your God drives them out from before you."19

____________________
16 Genesis 15:16, NAS.
17 Act 17:26-28, NKJV.
18 Numbers 14:9, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
19 NKJV.
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Language of Violence
We would be remiss not to mention the terrible "killing" language that we
often find in the Old Testament, including the directions of God to Israel
to destroy the Canaanites. "[Y]ou shall conquer them and utterly destroy
them"; "[Y]ou shall strike every male . . . with the edge of the sword. . . .
[O]f the cities of these peoples which the Lord your God gives you as an
inheritance, you shall let nothing that breathes remain alive, but you shall
utterly destroy them."20 If God's perfect will was something other than
absolute destruction of the Canaanites by the sword of Israel, the language
does not reveal it.

God invariably gives as a reason for the total annihilation of a people,
"lest they teach you to do according to all their abominations which they
have done for their gods and you sin against the Lord your God."21
Placing this language within our new model, God may be saying here and
in numerous other places as well, in essence: You have chosen to deal
with this emergency militarily, in harmony with the methods of the
nations around you instead of exercising the faith required to rely totally
upon Me. Therefore, since you have chosen this method and I must either
reject you for it or direct you in it, I choose to do the latter.

When you go to these nations to war, you must utterly destroy them;
otherwise, they will be a snare to you for all future generations. If you're
going to do it your way, He seems to say, then do it as effectively as
would have been case had I simply let them go.

Here, as in their later decision to have a king, their choice is final.
They came to regret their request for a king,22 yet God neither reviewed
nor revoked their servitude to one. Nor did He challenge their choice to be
a military nation.

It is interesting to note, through the perspective of time, that even here,
following what may well have been their own wayward choice, Israel
proved unfaithful and ultimately reaped the predicted results of
noncompliance with God's clear instructions. They failed to "utterly
destroy" the Canaanites, who led them into idolatry and consequent
separation from God from which the nation never fully recovered.
____________________

20Deuteronomy 7:2; 20:13, 16, 17, NAS.

21 Deuteronomy 20:18, NKJV.
22 Scripture contains further evidence that in many cases God could not deal with Israel according to His

perfect will. See for example Ezekiel 20:25 and Matthew 19:8.
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How might God have effected Israel's settlement in Canaan had they
refused to use the sword? Without it, what chance did they have against
the armies of Canaan? Yet God always has other options. He told the
people repeatedly that He had no need of their swords23 and He proved it
many times throughout the Old Testament.

Jesus, the Model Man
Either Jesus expressed the character of God in every look and word and
action—or He did not. If He compromised the truth one time, then we still
look for Messiah. But I don't think we do. I believe Jesus was the real deal.
If that be so, then the God-sponsored killing in the Old Testament requires
serious reconsideration. This is particularly true in light of Jesus' statement,
"[I]t is these [the Old Testament Scriptures] that testify about Me."24 "Put
up again thy sword," Jesus said to Peter. "All they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword."25 At His mother's knee Jesus learned the
eternal truths that He later taught during the years of His ministry. The
Old Testament was His textbook. What did He learn from that source that
shaped His own harmless character? He must have seen in those stories
something that allowed Him in adulthood to counsel Peter, Don't take in
your hands the weapons of war and violence.

Jesus was rejected because He didn't meet the definition of any
messiah the people wished to welcome. The people didn't “get” His
character, could not see their version of His Father in Him. He came to
reveal His Father specifically because we did not understand Him. When
Jesus told Phillip, "He who has seen Me has seen the Father,"26 He
identified Himself as the "base line" or standard of how to view God;
therefore, the Old Testament must be reconciled to Him, not the other way
around. Could it be that we still don't understand Him yet today?

Recap
To recap, numerous Scriptural reasons exist to emphasize that God never
intended Israel to defend themselves militarily, such as:
____________________

23 See for example Joshua 24:11, 12; Psalm 44:3; Ezekiel 33:26.
24 John 5:39, NAS.

25Matthew 26:52, KJV.

26 John 14:9, NKJV.
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1. Jesus never confronted anyone with war weapons. In fact, He
forbade it. Weight this point more heavily than all others combined.27

2. God did not intend for Israel to engage in war on her way to the
Promised Land.28

3. Israel left Egypt unarmed.29

4. God was in no way indebted to Israel's sword for their possession of
the Promised Land.30

5. God gave them flawed instructions due to their hardness of heart.31

6. Victory always depended on their obedience to God, not on their
military might.32

7. God intended to protect His people through the arsenal of nature, as
He did in releasing them from Egyptian bondage.33

8. God did not allow David to fulfill his heart's desire of building the
Sanctuary because he was a man of war and had shed blood.34

9. When Israel compromised by contracting multiple marriages,
holding slaves and demanding a king, He did not reject them for it. Rather He
tried to instill principles and requirements to make the best of a less than perfect
situation, likely following the same procedure in regard to their choice to take up
arms.35

Final Thoughts
Through their commitment to rebellion against the principles of God's
kingdom, the Canaanites rejected their only source of protection and life.
____________________

27See Matthew 5:43, 45; 26:52; Revelation 13:10, etc.
28 See Exodus 13:17; Deuteronomy 1:30-32.
29 Exodus 13:18.
30 See Psalms 44:3; Ezekiel 33:26; Deuteronomy 3:22.
31See Ezekiel 20:25; Matthew 5:21-48; 19:8.
32 See Zechariah 4:6; 1 Kings 9:3-9.

33 See Exodus 23:17-30.
34 1 Chronicles 28:3.
35 See Exodus 21; 1 Samuel 8.
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Thus the record repeatedly declares that God "handed them over,"
"delivered them up," or "abandoned" them to the sword of Israel. But God
declares, and their experience shows, that He was in no way beholden to
Hebrew military power. The same principles functioned in the Canaanite
dispossession as have always existed where God's creatures have free will.
Our patient God bears long, so very long, with human self-sufficiency and
independence from Himself. In mercy He continues to provide for and
protect humans who haven't the slightest awareness of their indebtedness
to Him. But the time comes when their informed decision is final, their
commitment to independence of Him unchangeable. Choosing to separate
from Him, they become vulnerable to death, for their is no life apart from
God.
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6
What Really Caused

Noah’s Flood?
“My Spirit shall not always strive with man.”

(Genesis 6:3, NKJV)

nd God said to Noah, ‘The end of all flesh has come before Me,
for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I
will destroy them with the earth.…

“‘I Myself am bringing the flood of waters on the earth, to destroy from
under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; and everything that is
on the earth shall die.’”1

Thus begins a story familiar to anyone possessing the slightest
acquaintance with the Judeo-Christian tradition. Few legends of antiquity
provoke more controversy than the story of Noah and the flood. How
positive some sound when discussing the subjects of the flood of Noah’s
day and how the world began. In their zeal, one would almost think them
eyewitnesses. While we do not know enough to be dogmatic about how
Noah’s flood took place, we have enough information to make a good
case that it followed the same principles involved in other Biblical
examples of God’s wrath, as described herein. Did potential for the flood
exist in the environment of antediluvian times?

Nothing in scientific fact refutes this Bible story (although “scientific”
philosophy may smile it to scorn). Individuals desiring further study will
wish to obtain John C. Whitcombe, Jr., and Henry M. Morris’ The Genesis
Flood,2 a standard work and comprehensive defense of the Bible story
____________________

1 Genesis 6:13, 17, NKJV.
2 Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company.

A
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of the flood based on recent scientific knowledge. Many other
excellent materials are also becoming available today that defend the
Genesis account of creation and the story of Noah’s flood.3

The following account relates to the way in which a flood such as
Genesis describes could have occurred. Did God personally drown the
antediluvians, or did they “run Him off” through sin, depriving themselves
of His protection, causing that great, worldwide flood?

Creation
In order to understand what may have taken place at the flood, we must
first look at some of the details of creation.

On the second day, “God said, ‘Let there be a firmament in the midst
of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.’ Thus God
made the firmament [the sky, where the birds fly], and divided the waters
which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the
firmament; and it was so.”4

Modern readers of these words can become confused as to their
meaning, for while they seem to describe recognizable conditions on our
earth, they fail to correlate with anything we see above us today.

Yet Genesis insists that during creation week God “sandwiched” the
sky (as we know it) between two great bodies of water—one on, in, and
under the earth, and the other above that great heavenly expanse.
Something upheld that canopy of water above the sky, screening the sun’s
harmful rays and diffusing light and warmth evenly upon the earth’s
surface, producing a “greenhouse effect,” very unlike the one we read of
in newspapers today. Evidently the dual powers of the pre-deluge sun and
moon exerted drawing power on this canopy, much as the sun draws tons
of water into the skies today by evaporation, forming clouds. “A mist went
up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.”5 Water
simply recycled in the area between these two great layers of water, much
as it would in a terrarium.
____________________

3 Macro-evolutionists charge Christianity with originating the idea of “intelligent design” as a euphemism
for creationism; however, scientists with no particular religious bent, as well as those who are Christians, align
themselves with intelligent design, because that’s where the science lies. Other good resources that support
Biblical creation and the story of Noah's flood are https://answersingenesis.org/the-flood/ and
http://www.icr.org/creation-flood. These have not been questioned as to their belief in the present thesis;
therefore, they are not endorsing it and are offered only for general background.

4Genesis 1:6,7, 20, NKJV.
5Genesis 2:6, NKJV.
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The apostle Peter describes the old world as earth and sky, each in
water and out of water,6 an enigmatic statement indeed to try to match
with today’s conditions, yet matching perfectly with the description of
earth as it emerged from the Creator’s hand.

The obvious question at this point is: What happened to all that water
above the earth?

The Sun and Moon
The Bible speaks of a time yet future when God will re-create our battered
world. “[T]he light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, [a]nd the
light of the sun will be sevenfold, [a]s the light of seven days, [i]n the day
that the Lord binds up the bruise of His people [a]nd heals the stroke of
their wound.”7

In restoring the original creation, it appears that God will restore the
moon’s radiance until it is as the light of the sun. We may conclude from
this that our moon was once a self-luminous body as bright as our present
sun. Moon rocks gathered during space missions do not rule out their
possible igneous origin.

Further, the light of the restored sun, much farther from the earth than
the moon, will shine seven times brighter than now, suggesting that the
pre-flood sun was seven times brighter than today.

It has been suggested that both moon and sun emitted exactly the right
amount of heat in relation to their distance from the earth, the “vapor
mantle,” and each other to balance this great blanket of water above the
antediluvian sky, in a constant stationary “orbit.” This canopy, in turn,
protected earth-life from the immense temperatures created by these giant
generators, absorbing the heat evenly, and distributing just the right
amount to maintain a perfect climate over the entire surface of the globe.

Meantime down below, humans fortunate enough to live in this lush
paradise, were taking it all for granted. Rather than thanking God for their
wonderful blessings, they turned from Him in an orgy of self-centeredness.

The Genesis Flood says this regarding the times: “The constant,
almost monotonous repetition of [Biblical] phrases depicting the utter
depravity of antediluvian humanity has filled the minds of believers with a
____________________

6 2 Peter 3:5.
7 Isaiah 30:26, NKJV.
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sense of awe and astonishment. Every statement seems calculated to
impress upon its readers the idea of universal sin, not just the exceptional
sins of this group or of that region, nor even of specific times or occasions,
but rather the sins of an entire age and an entire race that had utterly
corrupted its way upon the earth and was now ripe for the judgment of a
holy God.”8 And judgment came, but how?

Grieving the Holy Spirit
In a statement that, until now, seemed strangely out of place in the
Scriptural account of the flood, God says regarding this world of universal
evil, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever.”9 The apostle Peter adds
that the Holy Spirit “preached” to disobedient “spirits in prison” (lost
humans) while God waited patiently for Noah to complete the ark.10
These and other references clarify the vital role of the Holy Spirit in
antediluvian times.

Scripture depicts God not as an absentee landlord but as controlling
and sustaining nature—as a present Power working in and through natural
law to sustain, protect, and perpetuate life. Here in the world before the
flood, the adversary had won virtually a complete victory. But the Spirit
remained, supporting nature and speaking in His characteristic “still small
voice” to the peoples’ inner consciousness, “waiting patiently.” As Noah’s
steady hammer blows drove nails into the ark, the Spirit drove a question
into human minds. “I wonder if he’s right?”

But the undercurrent of conviction gave way to conformity, for surface
public opinion held Noah in contempt. When the ark was completed only
eight people believed God sufficiently to enter. According to the “rules of
the contest” and in harmony with His commitment to the free will of His
creatures, God had no fair choice but to back off. The command went
forth, “Release.”

What happened next may not be fully known this side of eternity.
Keep in mind, this work is not a scientific treatment of the subject. Rather,
we are exploring whether the same principles operated at Noah’s flood as
at other events historically understood as “acts of God.” We cannot
conclude here; we can only theorize, just as macro-evolutionists theorize
their models, because no one today was alive at that time to see what
____________________

8 p. 18.
9 Genesis 6:3, NKJV.
10 1 Peter 3:18-20, NKJV.
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happened. Following are some ideas as to the way in which this disaster
may have occurred.

Absent continued access to our Creator God, its energy Source, the
moon ceased generating its own light, went out, becoming merely a
reflector of the sun. For the same reason the sun diminished to its present
intensity, upsetting the balance supporting the thick upper water mantle,
and contrary to the best “scientific” projections of the day, rain poured
down. Asteroid or meteorite activity may have played a part as well. The
Bible also records a “breaking up” of the “great deep” at that time,
suggesting great and powerful jets bursting forth from the waters on and
under the earth’s crust. Whether God’s withdrawal precipitated each of
these effects, or whether, domino-like, release of the water canopy,
asteroids or meteorites initiated further disasters, which God did not
prevent, we do not know. We do know that, due to the devastation and to
atmospheric and other changes dating from this period, life on earth has
not been the same since.

We also know that, following the flood, the saving of righteous Noah
and his family tipped the scales back to God’s side, giving Him authority
to continue His rescue work for the human race. The earth was again, to a
great degree, At-One with its Creator.

The Hovind Theory
Another compelling theory relies heavily on the idea that, early-on, a
canopy of water surrounded our planet. Called the Hovind Theory after its
main proponent, Kent Hovind, it suggests a comet could account for the
dimming of the sun, the extinguishing of the moon, the damage to many
planets in our own solar system as well as the annihilated lost planet
astronomers calculate should be a part of our solar system. Where this
planet should be circling the sun there is now only an asteroid belt,
possibly the remains of the shattered planet. However, all this
extraterrestrial damage may have absorbed the worst of the blow from the
comet so that this world survived instead of being blown to pieces as was
the other one. But enough of the comet struck this earth that it upset the
delicate balance of the upper layer of water, causing it to condense and fall,
along with the super-cold ice from the comet itself possibly adding much
more water to this planet than was here originally at creation. This concept
has the support of a great deal of science and answers questions that other
theories fail to address. Both ideas—original creation and the Hovind

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/extraterrestrial
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Theory—suggest that the flood resulted when the canopy took a major hit,
and that became a leading cause for the flood water.

Jude gives a history of angels, assigned to maintain order throughout
the universe, leaving their post of duty—going on strike, if you will—
during the time of Lucifer's rebellion. In this idea, also part of the Hovind
Theory, a huge comet could have careened toward the earth with no
angels in place to control it. God, of course, knew all about it, but He was
helpless to stop it in view of the great abundance of sin in the inhabitants
of earth, rejecting the very grace that was protecting them. They had made
their final choice. He now had no jurisdiction in the matter. He tried to
warn them but they refused to listen. Finally, He told Noah, “Build a
boat.”

Science suggests that this huge comet (or asteroid or meteorite) moved
through space at an incredible speed and greatly lowered temperature. The
lowest our temperature gets on earth is about minus one hundred degrees
Fahrenheit. Because outer space is very cold, this maverick comet boasted
a temperature probably closer to minus three or four hundred degrees
Fahrenheit. This huge comet exploded as it neared the earth, blasting
debris out through space, causing pock marks on Mars, Mercury, the
moon and other nearby heavenly bodies. The explosion ripped through the
earth's canopy and destabilized its foundational structures, causing the rain
to come down for the first time on earth.

The temperature of some of the falling frozen water at minus three or
four hundred degrees resulted in the quick freezing of great mammoths
and other animals with fresh food still in their mouths and undigested food
in their stomachs. This would be physically impossible to occur at any
temperatures higher than this. As a result of this massive infusion of cold
temperatures on this planet, the earth responded with an the ice age. But,
according to this theory, it came suddenly—not over a period of millions
of years.11

The Testimony of Eliphaz
We can also find important clues in the book of Job to better understand
the flood. Five generations and perhaps around five hundred years from
that event, its memory still influenced human thought to a great degree.
The flood caused Nimrod, who lived about two generations from the flood,
____________________

11 Those wishing further information on the Hovind Theory may refer to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SY0rj-TEx4o. (Hovind’s belief regarding the present theory is unknown.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SY0rj-TEx4o.
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to build a great tower, and we suspect that one function of this great tower
was to preserve lives in case of another flood.

Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar had the worldwide flood in mind when
they came to "comfort" Job. Three times in the book of Job the King
James Bible refers to flood waters, and the New King James translates
"waters" to “flood” in Job 27:20.

In an interesting account from the book of Job, the protagonist quotes
his wicked ancestors as saying to God, "Depart from us; for we desire not
the knowledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty that we should serve
him? and what profit should we have, if we pray unto him?"12 Here the
wicked are quoted as saying to God, "Depart from us." Can we bring this
attitude any closer to the great flood of Noah?

Eliphaz asks, “Will you keep to the old way which wicked men have
trod, who were cut down before their time, whose foundations were swept
away by a flood? They said to God, ‘Depart from us!’ What can the
Almighty do . . . ?”13 This statement, along with several others from Job’s
“friends,” suggest they, like the modern world in general, recognized the
principle of human separation from God. But they, as we also so often do,
failed to understand that when this alienation becomes incurable, God
does in fact, pull back. Most importantly, He does not then return to
execute revenge against His enemies for He doesn’t have to do so.
Without His protection humans are destroyed, one way or another. Job
alone expressed an embryonic knowledge of this dynamic.

Some have expressed that Elihu’s comments to Job and his friends
represent the key to the meaning of the book. Certainly we need to study
this book in depth, for the book of Job may afford fertile ground for future
investigations relating to this topic. What is most important however, is
that we begin to realize that there are viable alternative explanations for
how the flood of Genesis could have occurred, whether it be the ones
offered here or others, that harmonize much better with what is becoming
clear about God's disposition and methods concerning the wicked who
continually defy His authority and cast off His protection from around
them.

____________________
12 Job 21:15, KJV.
13 Job 22:15-17, KJV, emphasis supplied. Because the last two words are rendered differently from

translation to translation, I usually leave them off; their presence or absence does not affect the meaning of the
text..
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Scripture promises a future when heaven’s rescue work will end in
victory and humans will enjoy a restored creation. The sun and moon
figure heavily in those promises. Those bodies will return to their original
intensity, and “Your sun shall no longer go down [diminish in power], nor
shall your moon withdraw itself.”14 Yet “the Lord will be to you an
everlasting light, and your God your glory.”15 No orb in the sky will
engross the attention of the redeemed above the glory of their mighty
Redeemer!

“For a mere moment I have forsaken you,
But with great mercy I will gather you.

With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a moment;
But with everlasting kindness I will have mercy on you,”

Says the Lord, your Redeemer.
“For this is like the waters of Noah to Me;

For as I have sworn [t]hat the waters of Noah
would no longer cover the earth,
So have I sworn [t]hat I would

not be angry with you.”16

____________________
14 Isaiah 60:20, NKJV.
15 Isaiah 60:19, NKJV.
16 Isaiah 54:7-9, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
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_

7
The Everlasting Burnings

"Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire?
Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?"

(Isaiah 33:14, NKJV)

efore ever sin appeared in this world, God warned Adam of the
disastrous consequences of disconnecting from Him, earth's only
Life-source, by indulging in sin. "Yahweh God commanded the

man, saying, 'Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it; for in the
day that you eat of it you will surely die.'"1 Was God threatening His new
creation that if they sinned He would have to kill them? Or was He
warning of natural consequences so dire that at that point in time our first
parents were incapable of understanding? God expected them simply to
believe Him, and by obeying they would have protected themselves
against the effects that sin would bring into their lives. Yet we know that
both Adam and Eve used their God-given free will in an act of rebellion
against Him; they chose to eat of the forbidden tree.

The serpent suggested God was extremely selfish and had not
provided adequately for His children's needs. This contradicted God's
gracious word to them, yet by accepting the enemy's position, they sided
with the accuser that God could not be trusted. When distrust of God's
word takes hold of the soul, it opens the door to disobedience. When we
doubt God's love for us, it inevitably leads to fear, and we will feel
compelled to look for alternate ways to provide for our needs outside of
____________________

1 Genesis 2:16, 17, WEB, emphasis supplied.

B
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God's generous provision. Virtually every sin springs from this
fundamental fear that God cannot be trusted to care for us.
After our first parents sinned, the children of earth have been confused

about what God meant by the warning He gave. The serpent may have
reminded Adam and Eve that he and his demon spirits had sinned for a
very long time and they still lived. No one had seen anything of the almost
immediate death about which God seemed to speak. Thus Satan raised
doubts about God's integrity, and ever since the questions have lingered to
haunt us. Clearly Adam and Eve lived many years beyond the day that
they disbelieved God and sinned. So how can we trust a God whose words
do not appear to ring true? God's credibility seems impossible to vindicate
given this evidence.

This leads us to ask a most important question. Is death God's
punishment for disobedience, or is there something far greater and more
complex that our first parents didn't understand? God's trustworthiness
was now on trial before the universe. What would God do with the
remaining questions and confusion about His ways? Was Satan's position
true, that God would not inconvenience Himself in any way to help His
children? We now know that sin triggered a plan that had originated in the
far reaches of eternity past, for Christ was "the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world."2 The moment there was sin, already there was a
Savior, holding this planet in place until earth's children understood and
agreed that God's ways are just and true.

Great and marvelous are Your works,
Lord God Almighty!
Just and true are your ways,
O King of the saints!3

Fast forward four thousand years, and a voice is heard:

Behold, I come;
In the scroll of the Book it is written of me.
I delight to do Your will, O my God,
And Your law is within my heart.4

____________________
2 Revelation 13:8, NKJV.
3 Revelation 15:3, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
4 Psalm 40:7, 8, NKJV.
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Jesus, the Sacrifice For Sin
Before the universe and the entire human race God's Son, Jesus Christ,
would come to this world and manifest His Father's character in fullness.
Those persistent questions about God's trustworthiness and His character
He would answer by living God's way in human form. On behalf of
humans He would take upon Himself the full consequences of sin in order
that they would understand what sin—living at variance with God's will—
does. Before humanity He would reveal fully what are the wages of sin.
The time had now arrived; God's Son, the "brightness of His [Father's]
glory and the express image of His person"5 would now walk among
humanity.

Throughout His life Jesus magnified the Father by only reflecting His
Father living in Him (by the Holy Spirit), just as humans were originally
created to do.6 He always did His Father's will7 and thus revealed the
gracious and merciful ways of the Father, proving that God could be
trusted. And then He did what no one expected. He would be the first to
experience the death about which God tried to warn Adam and Eve so
long ago in a garden, even though He Himself had never sinned. Among
earth's inhabitants He would be the first to experience second death. So we
should not be surprised to learn that this event also transpired in a
garden—the Garden of Gethsemane, extending out to encompass
Golgotha and a lonely, borrowed tomb.

To understand the fate of the lost as demonstrated in the death of Jesus,
we shall observe closely important clues seen in the experience of Jesus
from the time He entered the Garden of Gethsemane until He died on
Calvary. It was primarily during that time that "God made Him to be sin
for us,"8 and His death ultimately came about as a natural result of that
"sinful" condition. At that time He typified humans who have made a final
choice to turn from God's grace forever. Jesus took your death and mine,
while those who do not choose to identify with Him in His conflict with
Satan will experience their own totally unnecessary second death—a death
they will prefer to what life would be under God's sole rule, a life in the
atmosphere of love and complete vulnerability.
____________________

5 Hebrews 1:3, NKJV.
6 John 17:21.
7 John 5: 19.
8 2 Corinthians 5:21, NKJV.
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Thoughtful observers conclude that the deaths should be equal. God
the Father's role will be the same in both cases. In coming to understand
the cause of the deaths of the wicked, keep in mind that Deity had nothing
to do with originating sin; therefore, Deity should not be accused of
imposing the consequences of sin. The similarity between Christ's death
and the sinners' death went far beyond the Father's role, however. It is also
seen in what Jesus experienced emotionally during this time, for He fully
identified as one of us.

The Medical Literature
Jesus was the absolute revelation of the righteousness of God to His
disciples, to His friends, and to everyone down through the ages. Yet from
the time He entered the Garden of Gethsemane until His death on the
cross, He felt that the onlooking universe—humans, angels, and demons—
regarded Him as the absolute model of sinful rebellion against God.
Although sinless still, He felt condemned as if He were guilty of earth's
total sin burden, as the lost will carry their own sin burden when they have
finally sinned away God's grace forever.9 Let us observe Him now, from
Gethsemane to the cross, so we may better understand the emotions lost
humans will pass through on their way to final death in the end.

What caused Jesus' death? Was it the act of crucifixion itself? In spite
of the shameful treatment He endured there, in spite of the pain of the
crown of thorns pressed down upon His head and the whip lashed
violently across His back, in spite of a world now steeped in belief that the
cross caused His death, many are surprised to learn that He did not die
from crucifixion. We will remember that in the Garden His "visage was
marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men."10

Something was happening to Him before He faced the cross,
something dark and horrifying, something that cannot be explained by
mere knowledge of what the future held for Him. Attesting to the weight
of darkness that saturated His soul, perspiration oozed from Him in great
drops of blood that fell to the cold, dark earth. A search of medical
literature demonstrates that such a condition, while admittedly rare, does
occur in humans.

____________________
9 2 Corinthians 5:21.
10 Isaiah 52: 14, NKJV.
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Commonly referred to as hematidrosis or hemohidrosis,11 this
condition results in the excretion of blood or blood pigment in the sweat.
Under conditions of great emotional stress, tiny capillaries in the sweat
glands can rupture,12 thus mixing blood with perspiration. This condition
has been reported in extreme instances of stress.13 During the waning
years of the twentieth century, seventy-six cases of hematidrosis were
studied and classified into categories according to causative factors:
"Acute fear and intense mental contemplation were found to be the most
frequent inciting causes"14

A more recent case is that of a young woman who presented to the
medical staff, bleeding from her face and hands with no skin abrasions to
explain why. "'There's no one explanation for the source of the bleeding,'
the authors write." Others have hypothesized that capillary blood vessels
feeding the sweat glands rupture, causing them to exude blood under
conditions of extreme physical or emotional stress." Another team
reported a similar finding in 2009 in the Indian Journal of Dermatology,
citing six cases of prisoners facing execution and another case during the
1941 London Blitz."15

While the extent of blood loss generally is minimal, hematidrosis also
results in the skin becoming extremely tender and fragile,16 which would
have caused Christ's pending physical insults to feel even more painful.17
The condition behind such evidence is today called “acute stress
cardiomyopathy” or “broken heart syndrome,” a condition brought on by
severe emotional trauma.

Jesus Died Voluntarily
While it is possible that humans could die this way from loss of blood,
that is not what was occurring in this instance; Jesus was experiencing the
complete process of giving Himself up to sense what the wicked will feel
who reject God's love in the end. His death cannot be attributed to the
____________________

11A. C. Allen, 1967, pp. 745-747.
12 R. Lumpkin, 1978.
13 See R. L. Sutton, Jr., 1956, pp. 1393-1394.
14 J. E. Holoubek and A. B. Holoubek, 1996.
15 Canadian Medical Assn Journal. 10/23/2017. Vol. 189, Issue 42.
16 P. Barbet, 1953, pp. 74-75; R. Lumpkin, 1978.
17 Dave Miller, Ph.D., Did Jesus Sweat Blood?
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cruelty He endured as our Substitute. Jesus said that He “lays down” His
life, that He had the power in Him to lay it down and take it up again.18
Mark, Luke, and John say that He “gave up the ghost.”19 Jesus Himself
chose the moment when He would die, which coincided with the very
moment of the evening Passover sacrifice.20

And as He did, He cried out with a loud voice, signifying that He still
had vitality in His body. Normally a physically dying person’s voice will
fade out so at the end there is no strength left for a loud cry. When Jesus
cried forth in this way, His words revealed the truth of His claim that He
was laying down His life voluntarily, as He said, “Father, into thy hands I
commend my spirit.”

It was after this that a soldier drove a spear into Christ’s side, and two
distinct streams of water and blood flowed out, signifying that He died of
mental agony—of a great and unbearable sorrow. This is the second of
only two references to the literal blood of Jesus in the gospel accounts,
and both of them combined reiterate the emotional cause of His death
rather than any outside physical criteria. This is also why the writer John
put so much emphasis on this event for he knew that understanding the
truth about what actually happened on the cross was vital for appreciating
the truth that Jesus came to reveal about His Father's character.

Christ’s death occurred much sooner than anyone present expected.
When soldiers went to break the legs of the men who were crucified that
day in order that they could remove them from their crosses before the
Sabbath, they discovered that Jesus had already died.21

When Joseph of Aramethea asked Pilate for Jesus’ body, Pilate was
astonished that He could be dead so soon; therefore, He sent a centurion to
verify the death.22 It was unheard of that someone crucified would die in
such a short time. The briefest time known for crucifixion to cause death
was two or three days, yet Christ died within six hours. Why? Clearly it
was not the rigors of the cross that took His life but something else far
more powerful. And, remember, His death reflected the final deaths of the
lost.
____________________

18 John 10:15, 17, 18.
19 Mark15:37, 29; Luke 23:46; John 19:30, KJV.
20 Mark 15:33-37.
21 John 19:32-33.
22 Mark 15:43-45.
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The Scriptures foretold the mental anguish that Christ would endure
unto His death. “Innumerable evils” would compass Him, He said, and
“therefore my heart [would] fail.”23

“Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness; and I
looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I
found none.”24

Others in the past, in commenting upon Christ’s death, attribute it to
mental anguish as well and not to crucifixion. Geikie says, “The
immediate cause of death appears, beyond question, to have been the
rupture of His heart, brought about by mental agony.”25

The Voluntary Sacrifice
Keep in mind, Jesus took it upon Himself to demonstrate the sinner’s
death before anyone else would be allowed to experience it. It was a death
of mental agony, yes, but it was so much more. By observing it in detail
we may get a better idea of what it involved.

“And the Light of Israel shall become a fire and His Holy One a
flame.”26

“Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look around and see. Is
any suffering like my suffering that was inflicted on me, that the Lord
brought on me in the day of his fierce anger? From on high he sent fire,
sent it down into my bones.”27 Notice, in these two Messianic prophecies
that Christ’s suffering is called a “fire.” He uses the term “fire”
symbolically, as a metaphor for the terrible sin burden He bore, for its
affect upon His psyche. This “fire” the lost will also feel as they can no
longer avoid considering their own sin when exposed by the great white
throne of Revelation 20.

____________________
23 Psalm 40:12, NKJV.
24 Psalm 69:20, 21, KJV.
25 Cunningham Geikie, The Life and Words of Christ.
26 Isaiah 10:17, Amplified, emphasis supplied.
27 Lamentations 1:12, 13, NIV, emphasis supplied.
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All those that hate me love death.28

Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of?29

Jesus drank the cup of second death—a permanent death of the
sinner's choosing; a death from which, by their own will and desire, there
will be no awakening. An eternal death. A permanent death. All who have
received Him will mortify the flesh and send it to second death in Jesus,
who drank the cup for us. Those who cling to sin will choose to die the
second death in themselves.

Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath:
the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?30

Jesus would drink down that cup—and perish. The lost will drink it too.

For as you drank on my holy mountain, [s]o shall all the nations
drink continually; [y]es, they shall drink, and swallow, [a]nd
they shall be as though they had never been.31

The wicked will drink this cup and go away to second death.

Then death shall be chosen rather than life by all the residue of
those who remain of this evil family, who remain in all the
places where I have driven them, says the Lord of hosts.32

Comparing the experience of the lost to Christ's experience, do you get
the impression that the lost will choose to go away to eternal death? The
One who said, "I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes it
from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I
have power to take it again,"33 also said “Father, into thy hands I
____________________

28 Proverbs 8:36, NKJV.
29 Matthew 20:22, KJV.
30 John 18:11, KJV.
31 Obadiah 16, NKJV.
32 Jeremiah 8:3,NKJV.
33 John 10:17, 18, NKJV.
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commend my spirit.”34 This denotes a giving up, a surrender, a submitting
to the inevitable. Jesus experienced it. He even stated that this would
happen. “No one takes . . . [My life] away from me, but I lay it down by
myself.”35 This choice the lost will also ultimately make.

Judas, a Symbol of the Lost
Looking at it from the standpoint of the genuine sinner, Judas could not
face his own life history after his exposure. He had planned ahead of time
how his story would play out, but when he learned that it could never be
that way and that he had not only failed to bring his own plans to fruition
but had also betrayed the true Messiah to death, he no longer wanted to
live, could see nothing ahead of him in life; therefore, he went out and
hanged himself.36

These two experiences—the death of Christ and the death of Judas—
both give us vital insights into the final deaths of the lost.

Judas, as a type of the lost, chose suicide—a giving of self over to
death in a very direct sense. Jesus chose to die also and even chose the
moment He would die, though in His case it was not suicide but rather
handing His spirit back to His Father. In the end the lost will see that life
has nothing more to offer them, so they too will choose to go away from it
altogether.

Duration of “Hell”
At this point, we should clear up a concept of punishment which has been
a plague to the church of God and a stain upon the face of Christianity.
How long will the wicked suffer the final judgment inflicted by sin? Most
are familiar with texts that answer, “[T]hey will be tormented day and
night forever and ever.”37 What does “forever” mean in Scripture? By
now we should be getting used to going to Scripture for our spiritual
definitions. The Bible contains a code that helps us understand what
“forever” means in Scripture. We should not be surprised that it involves
comparing one perspective with another perspective. Let us look, then, at
the question of how long “hell” lasts.
____________________

34 Luke 23:46, KJV.
35 John 10:18, WEB.
36 Matthew 27:3-5.
37 Revelation 20:10, NKJV.
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• Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels.38

• [T]hey will be tormented day and night forever and ever.39

• Its smoke shall ascend forever.40

We can see from this that Scripture frames the idea of final judgment
in terms of everlasting fire, but what kind of fire is it? Is it literal or
symbolic? What kind of torment is it? The pain of literal fire, or the agony
of the symbolic fire that Jesus experienced when He died for us? In
contrast, many references state that the wicked will one day be as though
they had not been,41 that they will one day be no more forever;42 the
wicked will be ashes;43 the fire will devour or totally consume them,44
and many more, thus…

How long will the wicked suffer final judgment?
One Perspective Another Perspective

The Bible record of Sodom and Gomorrah provides a key to this
apparent contradiction. Remember, God warned His people through the
prophets that they were repeating the history of those cities and would
therefore share their fate, which turned out to be abandonment, when God
lost authority to protect the cities. He also holds Sodom and Gomorrah up
to us today as examples of the duration of that final fire.
______________________

38 Matthew 25:41, NKJV.
39 Revelation 20:10, NKJV.
40 Isaiah 34:10, NKJV.
41 Malachi 4:1; Ezekiel 28:18; Obadiah 16.

42 Ezekiel 28:19.
43 Malachi 4:3.
44 Revelation 20:9.
45 Rev. 20:10 NKJV.
46 Malachi 1:1, 3.

They will be tormented day and
night forever and ever.45

The day which is coming shall
burn them up … they shall be
ashes.46
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How long did Sodom and Gomorrah burn?
One Perspective Another Perspective

If we had only these references, they would be enough, for look as we
may we will find no cities of the Middle East burning since antiquity. The
fire which consumed those cities obviously burned them up and died
out ,49 but why would Scripture describe them as burning eternally? And
why would numerous Bible writers depict the final fire as “eternal,” if it,
in fact, burns out?

A final reference clarifies what “eternal” or “forever” can mean
Biblically. “[A slave’s] master shall also bring him to the … door … and
he shall serve him forever.”50 That is “forever” to the slave. Only death
can end forever. Only a world where death is unknown can enjoy a forever
without end. To those unwise enough to take part in the final fire, forever
or eternity ends for them at their last breath.

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish…51

Think about that word, “perish.” In concluding that the fiery fate of the
wicked burns on through eternity, have we considered the meaning of the
word “perish”? There is no evidence in either Webster’s Dictionary or in
Scripture of the word “perish” meaning anything other than complete and
final annihilation. Christ died in part as an illustration of how long the lost
are engaged in the act of dying. Remember that He died from emotional
____________________

47 Jude 7, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
48 2 Peter 2:6, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
49 You will find this same pattern in connection with the "unquenchable" fire that destroyed Jerusalem

anciently. (See Jeremiah 17:27 and 2 Chronicles 16:19-21) Unquenchable fire is simply fire which cannot be

quenched by human effort.
50 Exodus 21:6, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
51 John 3:16, NKJV, emphasis supplied.

As Sodom and Gomorrah …are set
forth as an example, suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire.47

And turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes... making them
an ensample unto those that after
should live ungodly.48
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torment much sooner than expected. Does this hint that the lost die
quickly, as they process what has just occurred in their lives and give their
lives over to death?

However, the word “forever” may be literal or symbolic scripturally,
depending upon the context. We use the term “forever” symbolically to
denote a seemingly unending period; for example, we might say, “I waited
forever in line at the bank.” Here context is king. Slavish holding to a
literal interpretation when the context clearly calls for a symbolic one
makes God appear arbitrary and inscrutable.

Another reason may exist for the sense of the everlasting so common
in descriptions of that final fire—a reason which detracts not at all from
the above logic. That is, when we understand the true nature and cause of
the torment the lost will experience, that of resistance to the eternal,
passionate, unquenchable love of God, then in reality the fire is
everlasting and eternal while the suffering of the wicked is terminal and
will not go on forever. The same fire that ever flows from God's throne is
eternal because God is eternal. But the length of time that any being will
resist love until they finally tire of fighting it and choose eternal death to
escape will clearly be different, depending entirely on how much 'wrath'
they have stored up within themselves during their lifetime of refusing to
believe in and be transformed by the gracious love of God.52 Clearly there
will be differences in how long individuals will hold out in resistance to
love before giving up, but sooner or later they will find eternal death the
only viable option rather than living in the foreign atmosphere of heaven's
glory where nothing but selfless love is exchanged between those who
dwell there.

But the real reason that fire is depicted as lasting forever or
“everlasting” is that its results will never be reversed through the ceaseless
ages of eternity, bringing it into alignment with these statements from the
word of God:

Never shalt thou be any more.53

They will be as if they had never been.54

They shall be ashes..55
____________________

52 See Romans 2:4-5.
53 Ezekiel 28:19, NKJV.
54 Obadiah 16, NKJV.
55 Malachi 4:3; Ezekiel 28:18.
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Yes, hell has a terminus. That knowledge should come as a welcome
spring breeze among earth’s daily storms. But more, it serves as a
backdrop for expanding our discussion about the deaths of the lost. It
brings to us a greater realization of God’s goodness and mercy. It removes
Him, as we shall see, from all culpability in the deaths of the lost. It
fulfills Bible prophecy.56 It shows that the wicked suffer the results of
their own choice—even their descent into eternal death.

God is a Sun and Shield
Fire exists in God's very presence. "A fiery stream issued and came out
from before him."57 That would be what the prophet Isaiah meant in Isaiah
33:14 by "everlasting burnings," for in verse 15 he goes on to identify the
person who can stand in them as, "He who walks righteously, and speaks
blamelessly; he who despises the gain of oppressions, who gestures with
his hands, refusing to take a bribe, who stops his ears from hearing of
blood, and shuts his eyes from looking at evil."58 The "fiery stream" in
which God dwells is a place of refuge for His children.

Four young men stood in the midst of a "burning, fiery furnace"
without harm, "and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God."59 The
burning bush is another example, where the bush did not consume,
because God was in it. There were no fatalities at Mount Sinai either,
caused by the fire of God that dwelt on the mountain top for so long. And
the fatalities that did occur were at the instigation of the people. Clearly,
there is a glorious fire in God's presence in which the righteous will dwell
forever, unhurt and unafraid.

If the righteous flourish in the passionate fire of God's love, what
happens to the lost—those out of harmony with God's ways—in this same
scenario? Are they "zapped" and instantly destroyed by the sight of love in
its purest form? Remember, God has nothing to give except love. Even
though in keeping with His character of love He keeps the lost alive at this
time, He has lost authority over this class of humans. Therefore, He can no
longer impose Himself in their affairs. They are free to do what they want,
but what do they want to do when they look on the King in His glory?
____________________

56Revelation 18:1, Isaiah 60:1-3; Hosea 6:2, 3; Jeremiah 31:34; Habakkuk 2:14; Malachi 3:16-18.
57 Daniel 7:10, WEB.
58 WEB.
59 Daniel 3:6-26, NKJV, emphasis supplied.
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AMessage From the Sanctuary
Back in Old Testament times the Israelites' Sanctuary worship service was
a metaphor or play through which they could learn the outline and
principles of the gospel. The Sanctuary told the story of human
redemption. Everything was there—the sacrifice, the cleansing, the high
priest, the blood, the light of seven candles, the bread of life, the altar of
incense, and more—for their study and learning. However, the only fire
was on the lampstand, symbolizing the constancy of the Holy Spirit’s care;
on the altar of incense, symbolizing the Christian's prayer life; and on the
altar of burnt offerings, symbolizing the sacrificial death of Christ—and
nowhere else. Nothing was burned alive in the Sanctuary services.
However, in the surrounding nations' paganism that sometimes infiltrated
into the worship service of Israel, the practice of burning children alive on
super-heated idols was not uncommon. This was extremely abhorrent to
God, and yet the message in these false worship practices has infiltrated
Christianity, influencing opinions about both the cross of Christ and what
will happen to the lost on Judgment Day.

What does the Sanctuary teach us about Christ's death? Did Christ
experience actual fire when He died? If we had been there to see it, we
would have seen no literal fire involved in His crucifixion. Scripture says
in the following Messianic text that Christ experienced fire. Yet the fire
that He experienced was not literal but completely internal—in His
thinking and emotions.

Is it nothing to all you who pass this way?
Look and see if there is any pain like my pain
Which was severely dealt out to me,
Which the Lord inflicted on the day of His fierce anger.
From on high He sent fire into my bones,
And it prevailed . . . 60

Christ's death equals the death of lost humans, and fire will also one
day be their lot. Scripture says, "[F]ire came down from heaven and
devoured them."61 It also talks about a "lake of fire" which is to be the
final destination of the lost. Was it a literal, visible fire? Or was it an
invisible, metaphoric fire that descended into Christ's mind and emotions,
_____________________

60 Lamentations 1:12, 13, NASV, emphasis supplied.
61 Revelation 20:9, NASV.
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symbolizing the enormous inner conflict He experienced—while the fires
lost humans experience will be literal? Some might insist so. But there is
another alternative, one that is more consistent with what we have been
learning about the kind of God Jesus came to reveal.

It makes more sense that, per Christ's example, a symbolic fire will be
that which rages relentlessly inside their mind and heart as the lost process
the full revelation of God's righteous character to the deepest reaches of
their souls. Will they be thrown into a symbolic fire, the pain of which
there are no words adequate to describe? a fire that no human can put out,
similar to the death that Jesus died for their sins? What they experience is
the power of their life-force exerting itself to live, yet conflicted upon
seeing the Holy City in all its beauty and loveliness, longing to live there,
yet painfully aware that they have totally unfitted themselves for life
anywhere in the universe. They see clearly that rejoicing and praising the
Lord is all that exists throughout God's creation, a lifestyle they have
rejected and still reject. They know that they can't possibly live joyfully in
it for they have lost all capacity for such joy and selfless love. This is the
nature of that outer darkness, the place where there is weeping and
gnashing of teeth of which Christ spoke.

The Interim
When Jesus comes to take His children home, there will be but two classes
of people alive on the earth —the “saved” and the “not saved” or the lost.
While descriptions of this event contain much information that is exciting
and useful, suffice it to say that the saved will be taken to heaven to live
with Jesus while the lost go to "sleep" for a thousand years. The apostle
Paul wrote the best description of this period in world history:

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who
are asleep [in death], so that you will not grieve as do the rest who
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him [with Jesus, from the grave] those who have
fallen asleep [died] in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord,
will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel
and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
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[“This is the first resurrection.”62] Then we who are alive and remain
will be caught up together with them [the resurrected] in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with these words.63

The apostle here seeks to calm early Christians who had recently
experienced the death of a loved one. Having expected Jesus to return in
their lifetime to take His children home with Him, they now wondered if
these dear ones were to be lost forever because they had died the first
death before Jesus returned. Was there no hope of eternal life for those
who had died? The apostle hastens to remind the believers of Jesus'
resurrection. In this letter the apostle assures them that the living righteous
and the resurrected righteous will meet in the air to go home with the Lord
together. Everyone else goes to sleep for a thousand years. You can read
about this period in Revelation 20:1-6.

During this thousand year time period there will not be one human left
alive on this earth; therefore, earth now has sweet peace to rest from
humanity's destructive ways. Satan is alive and roams the land, but with
no one now to tempt he has considerable time to think about the misery he
has caused.64 There is nothing in this picture so far to indicate the actual
fate of the eternally lost.

At the end of the thousand years the lost are awakened (resurrected),65
and with their awakening, Satan is free to deceive them once again. From
this point we can consider more closely the subject of the final deaths of
the lost.

The Final Judgment
The cross provided the scenario in which Christ died; however, He did not
actually die from the effects of crucifixion. That was merely the surface
activity that largely obscured his death's deeper aspects relevant to our
present discussion. Christ was treated as sinful even though He was
actually sinless; therefore, His behavior, while being treated as a sinner,
we would expect to be different from the behavior of the genuinely sinful.

____________________
62Revelation 20: 5
63 1 Thessalonians. 4:13-18, NASV, emphasis supplied.
44 See Revelation 10:1-3.
65 Revelation 20:5.
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Where Christ was meek, the lost will be angry; where Christ was
forgiving, they will be filled with rage. Revelation 20 to 22 contains many
references to the fate of the lost, but like other Bible doctrines, more
information may be found throughout Scripture; i.e., Zechariah 14,
Ezekiel 28, Isaiah 9:5, 18-21, etc.

The thousand years in heaven will have given the saved time to settle
questions that may have troubled their minds about salvation and the fate
of the lost, especially regarding God's role, His purposes, and how He has
made His decisions. The final war upon the Holy City also serves as the
ultimate demonstration of the incurability of sin in the hearts of the lost.
God pays attention to detail; He leaves nothing to chance. So as He
completes the great conflict, He will do so in such as way that it will win
the minds and the everlasting loyalty of all His subjects with the
unavoidable conviction that His ways are just and true.66 “Affliction shall
not rise up the second time.”67

At the end of the thousand years the lost will be awakened; they
breathe again. The lost know not, however, that it was God, in keeping
with His character of love, who has resurrected them. They only know that
they are alive once again on Planet Earth.68

Meanwhile the holy city, New Jerusalem, like a bride floating down
the aisle to meet her bridegroom, descends with all the furnishings of
heaven, brilliant with the glory of God. The city is represented as a cube,
as wide as it is long and high. It appears to have a wall around it with
twelve gates made up of one huge pearl apiece; and underpinned with
twelve foundations, each of a different precious gem. The splendor is so
great that those recently resurrected outside the city can scarcely look
upon it. Jesus descends, and as His feet touch the top of the Mount of
Olives the mountain splits and becomes a vast plain where the city then
settles down to the earth.69

The angels are there. God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are
there, all clothed in celestial fire, the symbol of God's great love. And, yes,
those previously rescued at the second coming of Christ are there too,
along with the saved of the ages, watching from the city’s wall.

____________________
66 See Revelation 20:7-15.
67 Nahum 1:9, KJV.
68 See John 5:28, 29.
69 Zechariah 14:4.
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All humans who have ever lived are again alive, now together at the
same time on Planet Earth. They wonder why everyone has been
resurrected? What is the purpose of this event in their lives? God needs to
allow Satan to finish developing his alternative kingdom to its full
potential so that it can be clearly seen whether his claims against God can
be proven to have any merit. Now, without any restraining influence of the
Holy Spirit in the lives of those who have rejected God completely, Satan
is given full reign to organize and synchronize his millions of followers to
do whatever he desires. Can you imagine the vast hordes of humanity that
include the great leaders of earth, famous military heroes, the scientists,
the technocrats— still retaining the knowledge they took to the grave with
them a thousand or more years before.

Using the mentioned references and a little sanctified imagination, we
could visualize that a being of great splendor now appears before them. It
is Lucifer, claiming to be the prince who insists he is the rightful owner of
this world, and that the city they see rightfully belongs to him. Having no
shield of conscience now to protect them from Satan’s delusive sophistries
and having been grafted into Satan’s kingdom by their own choices, they
readily become his deceived captives, eager to carry forward whatever
deceptions he foists upon them.

To provide even more weight for his claims, Satan heals their maladies
and sicknesses and makes the weak strong. Then as the crowning
deception he tells them that it was he who resurrected them. A great shout
of victory arises from the vast throngs. “Look at the relative size of our
army compared with those in the city,” their leader tells them. “We can
easily overwhelm them.”

They retool implements of war until they feel they are ready. Finally
assembled into a great army, they march up to surround the holy city. The
Bible says, “And they went up on the breadth of the earth and compassed
the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city.”70

When the kings joined forces, when they advanced together,
They saw her and were astounded; they fled in terror.

Trembling seized them there, pain like that of a woman in labor.71

_____________________
70 Revelation 20:9, KJV.
71 Psalm 48:4-7, NIV.
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Arrested in the course of their march, they look up to see brilliant light
flooding down on them from Christ sitting upon a great white throne high
above the city, prepared for His final coronation. He has the record books
of heaven with Him. “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened.”72 A flood of revelation burns with
exacting clarity into their psyche. As soon as these “books” are opened—
the lost become fully undeceived.

Can you imagine, one minute thinking you served a being who could
repair any defect in your body, who could raise you from the dead, who
would let you go on sinning and give you eternal life anyway, and the next
minute keenly aware that you are lost with no one to blame but yourself?
Momentarily, a shock of terror paralyzes them. When those books are
opened and the final judgment takes place, each sinner reviews his life and
realizes that he is totally unfit to enjoy the atmosphere of heaven. He hears
the songs of the redeemed praising God in glory and knows that is the only
sound that can be heard throughout the universe. At the same time he also
knows that he can never find pleasure in that. Abruptly he wants to die,
because he knows now what eternal loss means.

“Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth”
Notice how Jesus speaks about Judgment Day using these words and
phrases:

…throw him into the outer darkness; there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.73

Judgment Day again:

The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash with his
teeth, and melt away; the desire of the wicked shall perish.74

Let them vanish like water that flows away… Like a slug
melting away as it moves along…. 75

____________________
72 Revelation 20:12, KJV.

73 Matthew 22:13, NRSV.
74 Psalm 112:10, KJV.
75 Psalm 58:2, 8, NIV.
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The glory of God's undiluted love now pours down upon them. They
see that heaven is so near; it could have been theirs had they only allowed
God's Spirit to repair their hearts in order that they could enjoy it, but now
it is forever impossible for their character to change. Even so, their
emotions burn within them with yearning desire for what God designed to
give them in richest fulfillment, but they now realize that they are
incapable of enjoying the only world that now exists. Seeing all this with
precision, they abandon their leader who urges them to rush into battle
with him. Now their loyalty turns to rage against him along with all those
who helped deceive them during their life on earth. There is none left now
to support him. He has been fully unmasked as the devil, the arch-rebel.

Everything is now out in the open, never again to be hidden, and God
has been fully vindicated as righteous in every detail and without blame in
all His dealings with everyone throughout history. With everything now
clear and exposed by the full revelation of truth, the slander and lies that
have fueled the rebellion are clearly exposed as a fraud, and those who
have embraced them are now burning with the guilt of their sin and the
losses they have incurred. This is the “outer darkness” with its “weeping
and gnashing of teeth,” of which Christ spoke. It is a psycho-emotional
“unquenchable fire,” the fire of God's great love pouring down around
them while the internal fire of hopelessness drives them to realize that
only death can release them from this supreme agony of spirit. This is the
same burden of sin which led Christ to cry out from feelings of utter God
abandonment just before He gave up His own life to the second death.
At this point the wicked turn with rage upon the now-debunked

philosophies of Satan. Ezekiel 28 speaks of their “drawing swords against
the beauty of his wisdom” and “defiling his brightness.” Through
metaphors Scripture depicts how they now realize the utter bankruptcy of
Satan’s system, which had promised them Utopia, yet they now see that
the way of selfishness only results in complete ruin of their hopes and
dreams.

The lost “shall throw you …[Satan] down into the pit, [a]nd…[you
will] die the death of the slain in the midst of the seas…. [They go down
to oblivion, nevermore to be seen.] I destroyed you, O covering cherub,
[f]rom the midst of the fiery stones…therefore, I brought fire from your
midst , [i]t devoured you, and I turned you to ashes upon the earth [i]n the
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sight of all who saw you.”76 (Notice, Satan will be ashes) The lost now
behold the full revelation of truth in the great conflict between God and
Lucifer. Satan's lies, now forever fully unmasked, are destroyed, ruined,
defeated. With no followers left he has no kingdom, no government, no
societies to carry out his principles of action. He is thrown into the lake of
fire, as his credibility suffers a complete collapse and his victims' wrath
pours out on him in fullest measure.77

“Strangers,” God’s enemies by choice—people He never knew, “the
terrible of the nations,” will turn against Satan and abandon allegiance to
his cause irrevocably.

“They have blown the trumpet, and made everyone ready, [b]ut no one
goes to battle; [f]or My wrath is on all their multitude.”78 They “cut him
off”; they leave him; they are “gone down from his shadow and have left
him” and “upon his ruin shall all the fowls of heaven remain….”79 We
know this is not literal scavenging, as there are likely no actual birds left.80
The birds represent the cleansing action of the final fires (which we will
get to in a minute) upon the remains of the wicked.81

At the great white throne judgment the books are opened and the
wicked remember their sin.82 It is burned into their memory as if written in
letters of fire. Yet they have come to see and agree that God’s ways are
right. They can see clearly now that there is life only in Him, and only
through obedience to His design principles that govern His creation can
there be a secure and peaceful eternity. In the glorious light of His
presence there is no longer any place to hide from the stark realities of
truth about sin and righteousness. There is no longer any possibility of sin
and righteousness co-existing. The righteousness of God's law, which is
simply a revelation of His character of love, is now fully manifest to them,
yet this manifestation only results in extreme torment. The full revelation
of righteousness concurrent with the full revelation of sin produces an epic
internal struggle which is said to “consume.” Zechariah 5:4 speaks of the
___________________

76 Ezekiel 28:8,18, 19, NKJV.
77 Rev. 20:10.
78 Ezekiel 7:14, NKJV.
79 Ezekiel 31:12, 13, KJV.
80 Jeremiah 4:25, 27.
81 Ezekiel 39:4, 6.
82Proverbs 5:22; Ezekiel 36:31; Psalm 34:21; Revelation 20:12.
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law in the midst of the “house” of the wicked, which will consume the
timber and the stones.

The wicked will process their burden of sin to the cup’s dregs, at last
giving themselves over to it, at which point they beg God for the sweet
release of death. Obadiah 1:16 says, “They shall drink, and they shall
swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been.” The life
force of the flesh will struggle hard against the idea of dying forever;
hence, the weeping and gnashing of teeth. The mental agony will cause
great physical stress as it did also in Christ, causing Him to sweat great
drops of blood. But they will endure it until they reach the full extent of
their capacity for pain and then finally give up the struggle, at which time
they will be granted in mercy what they demand, the sweet release of
death. “All they that hate me love death.” “And death shall be chosen
rather than life by all the residue of them that remain of this evil
family….”83 As with Judas, it is the choice of the finally impenitent to end
their lives; it is not the imposed will of God. Ezekiel 33:11 says, “[As] I
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but
that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil
ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?”84

The Final Fire
The wicked see finally, that sin in the final act comes full circle and
destroys itself. Sin itself destroys.85 The lost have chosen to disconnect
from God, their only Life-source. The everlasting burnings of the
unquenchable fire of God's love do their sure work, yet without ever
resorting to coercion or violence, and the wicked by their own choice
perish in it. Their dead bodies, along with the elements, become fuel for
the dissolving fire of fervent heat, the literal fire, the grand climax, when
sin and sinners and all that has been corrupted by them will pass into
oblivion. This is how Peter speaks of the fire of fervent heat that melts the
elements.

____________________
83 Proverbs 8:36, NKJV; Jeremiah 8:3; NKJV.
84 KJV.
85 Romans 6:23.
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Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein
the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat.86

Every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments
rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.87

As the wicked fall by their own iniquity,88 there is an accumulation of
bodies over the face of the earth.89 They go down in sorrow and weeping,
yet admitting that God is just and fair in all His ways, clearing His name
by assuming their own guilt. But they find it impossible to relate to Him
as kind and gracious, the very thing needed to lead anyone to repentance.90
Jeremiah 49:5 speaks of the terror of soul that comes to those who are
“driven out” by the wrath of God. That wrath is simply heaven giving
them over to their choice not to have God in their lives. Therefore,
because there is nothing left to show them that might still entice them to
change their attitude toward God, there is no healing remedy left to cure
their condition; there is no longer any possibility of repentance. At this
point there is no one to mourn or gather up the dead.

As the wicked go to their deaths in the course of the “unquenchable
fire” experience, God’s hold loosens upon the fires within the earth, and
violent eruptions begin breaking out everywhere. These fires Peter speaks
of91 as “reserved” or “kept in store” in the earth, in much the same way as
the waters of old, in that they were upheld, sustained in place, by the
Word of God. When that Word has jurisdiction only on the occupants of
the “ark,” —the Holy City, the restraint on the elements is removed and
they now have no boundaries. They run their course, unfettered and
furious, expending their energy. We could refer to these geophysical fires
as the “fire reservoir.”

____________________
86 2 Peter 3:12, KJV.
87 Isaiah 9:5, KJV.
88 Psalm 94:23; 34:21; Ezekiel 11:21.
89 Jeremiah 8:2; 25:33; Isaiah 66:16, 24; Revelation 19:17, 18.
90 Romans 2:4.
91 2 Peter 3:5-7.
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At last, as the lost—both humans and angels—have expired and the
earth begins to melt under volcanic eruptions and commences the
transformation into one vast seething lake of fire, Satan is seen to be the
last of the wicked left clinging stubbornly to life. His suffering will be the
most intense, as the sins of the righteous have returned on his head with
no one else left to blame.

It is just as depicted in the Sanctuary rite on the Day of Atonement.
There is no place now for the Azazel scapegoat in heaven or on earth. As
he looks around at the effects of his rebellion against God, all he sees is
ruin and utter abandonment of his leadership. The Holy City is there now
beginning to float on the sea of fire just as the ark of Noah once floated
upon the waters of the great flood. That day long ago Satan had thought
the world might end, but now he knows it for certain. He knows no
possibility exists to escape this inferno and continue his work of rebellion
and resistance, for there is no one left in the universe for him to deceive;
therefore, he surrenders to the inevitable and, acknowledging his fate
before God and the universe, willingly chooses to die.

Just as Satan and his wicked host of angels originally found
themselves without status in heaven and abandoned their estate,92 so does
Satan now go to eternal death, knowing that God’s way is the only way
that works. He now "leaves his estate" eternally with finality, for there is
no place found for him in God's kingdom of love.93

The Fire of Fervent Heat
The final fire of physical decontamination Peter calls the fire of “fervent
heat,” in which the “elements melt.”94 It is the “fire from the midst,”
which comes out of the substance of creation.95 It is the lake of fire at its
climactic point, the dissolving fire,96 the “smoke of their torment,” which
ascends “forever and ever.”97

Not all elements melt in temperatures generated by common fires or
even by the temperature of magma. Mere melting is not what is depicted.
____________________

92 Jude 16.
93 Revelation 20:11.
94 2 Peter 3:10.
95 Jeremiah 48:45; Ezekiel 22:21, 31; 28:18.
96 2 Peter 3:11.
97 Revelation 14:11; Psalm 37:20.
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There is an entire dissolution of the elements as they “pass away” with a
“great noise,”98 and ascend into smoke. They return to their basic
condition of simple elements, returning the earth back to its pre-Genesis 1
condition of chaos. The only thing that can do this is a conversion of
matter to energy, as seen in the chain reaction of a nuclear event. This is
another kind of fire, a fire from the midst, a nuclear fire from the interior
of matter itself. It is another kind of heat, a “fervent heat,”99 beyond that
of common natural processes.

Colossians 1:16, 17 and John 1:1-3 reveal that by the power of the
Word of God—Jesus—all things are sustained and upheld. Now, at the
point of final dissolution, that Word which was spoken, which made
things to appear and to be sustained, is withdrawn and it is no more.100 It is
ex nihilo creation running in reverse. Everything that has been touched by
sin is now released from the sustaining Word of God, and it goes back
into the void, where it has form no longer.

We see a harbinger of that final fire in the consuming of Elijah’s altar.

Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and
the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that
[was] in the trench.101

That fire typifies the final dissolution of the elements. It has the
sacrifice, typifying Christ. The observers have not yet committed their life
to God; therefore, they may symbolize the lost. The bullock also
symbolizes animal life. Plant life may be seen in the wood. The minerals
of the earth are there, represented by the stones and dust. The water they
diligently pour over the sacrifice typifies the waters on the earth. Even the
atmosphere is burned up, for 2 Peter 3:10 says the heavens pass away with
a great noise. Notice, please, no human being is burned alive by God’s fire
from the sky.

God will thereafter make His children a new home. “For, behold, I
create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind.”102
____________________

98 2 Peter 3:10.
99 Ibid.
100 Psalm 33:6.
101 1 Kings 18:38, KJV.
102 Isaiah 65:17, KJV.
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And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I
saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that
sitteth upon the throne and unto the Lamb forever and ever.104

Eternity Begins
The war is over. The pain and misery which sin has caused is archived in
heaven’s history books at last. The scent of cleanliness and purity wafts
through the universe to the highest star. The survivors’ lives blend into the
heavenly cadence to begin life everlasting in harmony with the principles
of love. From the Creator flows that life and light and gladness which they
recognize, for it bore them up through their darkest days upon the earth.
They lift up their voices eternally to praise Him, for they now know as
they have never known before that God changes not. As never before, they
know that God is love. Throughout ceaseless ages, the redeemed will
thrive and glow with joy, for in their hearts there is no resistance to the
love that fuels all creation. They have been healed, cleansed of all
resistance to love and now they spend eternity ever increasing their
capacity to live in joy and fellowship with the Godhead.

I in them, and you in me, that they may be perfected into one; that
the world may know that you sent me, and loved them, even as you
loved me. Father, I desire that they also whom you have given me be
with me where I am, that they may see my glory, which you have
given me, for you loved me before the foundation of the world.105

That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also
may have fellowship with us. Yes, and our fellowship is with the
Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ. And we write these things to
you, that our joy may be fulfilled.106

____________________
103 Revelation 5:13, KJV.
104 John 17:23-24, WEB.
105 1 John 1:3-4, WEB.
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